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From the Editor 

Having Fun 
I n  Lhe world of b i rding,  there ' s  the  serious side and there ' s  the 

fu n side. You ' v e  been seein g  a l ot of the serious side i n  our recent 
i ssues, and you'  11  be seei n g  more as we prepare to bri n g  you the u pdated 
and l on g-awai ted I l l i no is  Orn ithol ogical Records Commi ttee reporl i n  
t h e  Fal l  i ssue. 

As you have requested i n  past surveys, we arc Lry i n g  to m ai ntai n a 
bal ance in Meadowlork. With t h at in m i nd, th i s  i ssue focuses, i n  
part, o n  the fun side of bi rdi ng .  

The editori al staff h as put  Logether some stories aboul big-day 
b irdi n g  i n c l u ding a behi n d-the-sccncs l ook al h o w  s ix of the stale ' s besl 
birders recorded 1 84 species of b i rds i n  a s i ngle clay . It ' s  a l so a venue 
for the l i sters o u l  there. And i L '  s a challenge for anyone who Lhinks they 
can break the record. 

As the migrat i o n  season closes and the breed ing  season e n ters, 
consider tak ing  the ti me to stop and s mel l  the roses - er - watch the birds 
for the pure enjoyment  of i t .  

No l isti n g .  No note-taking. No fie ld  guides .  No cameras . No 
scopes. No allempts to be the fi rst to  fi n d  that rare bird. 

Jus l  a pair of eyes and your t u n ed-i n  senses .  

Stand i n  your backyard, c l ose your eyes, an d ju s l  enjoy the 
li! L ing song of a Rose-breasted G rosbeak. ls that Whi te-th roated 
S parrow real l y  say i n g ,  "Old Sam Peabody . Peabocly'7" Look at the 
g lossy sheen of a Common Grackle.  Enjoy Lhe fragrance  of  a bloom i n g  
w i l d  l i l ac a s  an American Goldfinc h  descends on a branc h .  

Whi le w e  arc working t o  publ i sh data for fulure researchers, a n  
i m porlan l goal o f  IOS , l e t ' s  n o t  forget tha l  bi rdi n g  i s  j u s l  p la in  fun ,  
and lhal enjoying Lhe recreati ona l  aspects of birding i s  a lso a goal o f  th is 
organization . 

I n du l ge your sen ses and e njoy your hobby.  

I I 



President's Message 

This  season of the year is considered by 

many Lhe du l lcs L  Lime o f' the year. I argue that it 

is nol. The breeding season is q u i te i n te resti n g  

a n d  from a b i rd ing  perspecL ive the most i 111ror­
tant .  W i thouL s uccessful b reedi ng,  popul at ions 
wi l l  dec l i n e  and Lhe most excitin g  L imes (i . e . ,  
migrati on)  w i l l  not b e  a s  enjoyable. lfyou do n o t  
bi rd duri n g  t h i s  period, cons ider starl i n g  Lh i s  
year. See h o w  m a n y  birds y o u  can find breeding 
in  your  neighborhood . A t lcmpt to determ i ne 
the i r  brccdi  ng s LaLus by observ i ng t he i r  behavi or. 

S u m111er is also a good ti me to i ntroduce a 
new person to bi rd ing .  The adu l t  b irds are sti l l  in  
fu l l  br ighL  p lu 111agc and eas i ly  observed. Take a 
fri end or youn gster b ird ing .  Your i ntroduct ion 
j u st mighl  h ook someone i nLo a l i fe l on g  hobby.  

You m ay even want to br ing  Lhem to our 
A n n u al Meeti n g  at S tarved Rock S LaLe Park ( J u ne 
19 - 21 ). T h i s  park h as u n ique habi tats which,  i n  

turn,  al Lracl u ncom111011 breedi n g  b i rds.  W e  w i l l  
b e  expl ori n g  these habi tats o n  our  fi e l d  tri ps .  You 
can gain new sk i l l s  and make new or renew old 
l'ri c 11Clsh ips .  

New b irders are welcome. 

A nother way to ensure we have ample birds 
to observe year-round i s  to join the Teami n g  
With  Wil d l i fe Team. Y o u  can he l p by pro moLi n g  
t h e  passage o f  th i s  i m portan L  fu n d i n g  i n i t iative,  
which wi l  I focus on  preven t ive  m an agement that 
cou l d  keep species fro m beco111 i ng el igi b le  for 
the endangered species l is l .  

If you want  to  know more about  any  or thi s ,  
please lcl me or one of' our officers k110w. We' re  
h ere to h e l p  and i n form . Good B i rd ing  

C'up)Tighi'� 1 hy Ilic llli11ui.s 0111i1hulogic<1I Society. No 1x11·1 ol-lhis 
jou111al 111<1)' he 1 cpmduc11d willH1111 the 'vi-i11c11 pc1'111i."io11 ol' IOS 
<1ml ihll cl1icl ccli1111·. c.1ccpl lrncl 1ias:;a�'"' "I"" p<11�1g1·aph Ill" le" in 
1'.hich a111·ibu1i1111 1s 111adc lo the j"'1111<1l <1111l <111ll1rn 
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l i Gi l  d i st1· i b u l ion,  11c1fo1ps s i 111 ilar lo the 1·a111 il iar bcl l ­

shapcd cmvc. Us i ng observational data. a co111 putcr 
calcu l ates the area u n dcl"l h c  cu1·vc and dctcm1 i ncs c1· i t i ca l  
dales t h at ddi nc t l 1c c1ivc lopc. The 1°<111 Sab i ne ' s  Cu l l  
111 i gral ion c1l\lc l opc i s: 

EARLI EST 

J\R RIVL': 

PEA i<. 

DEPART 

LATEST 

N 

All records 

3 Aug 89 
12 Sep 

I 0 Oct  

3 Nov 

1 2  Dec 54 

I .'i3 

The ci- i l i eal envelope elates arc based on the area 
u mler Lhc curv e .  The A R R IVE dale marks the l'i rst 101;1 
of Lhe 111 i gral ion and by the DEPA R T  date 90'ii· of L h e  
bi rds have  passed. Thus,  80 percent of Sabi n e ' s  Gulls 
pass t hrough the Region d u ri n g  the 53 days between 12 
September and 3 November.  M i d poi n t  or the envelope 
area is I October, su ggcst i 11 g  that  t h i s  dale is near the 
rl i g h t  peak.  The com p u te r  ealcu l a­
Lion was based on 1 5 3 records (N ) .  

Table 1 .  

geog raph ic disl ri but iun or  t hese b i rd.\ b y  stale i s  give n  i n  
Tabl e  I belo w .  

These d<1 la reveal that i 11 I l l i nois l"ou1· Sa b i nc· s Ciul ls  
arc see n  dow11slalc I'm every one a long the shores 

or Lake M i ch i ga n .  I t  is  110t su rpris i ng. lhcrdmc. thal two 
cc11 t ral lll i 110is locat ions arc a1ncrng the top fou r S<1b i nc's 

C u l l  s i te., i n  the  Region (sec Tab l e  2). 

J\ I t h ough Ca1·y. I ml i a n a. al Lake M i chi gan ' ·' .c;ou th­
em t i p , c u ri-c11 1ly bo<1sl.c; the la1·gcsl lolal. based 011 curre n t  

ubsc1·val ion 1«1Lcs C1rly lc  Lake w ill c l a i 111 t h e  L i l l e  i n  t h e  

m:ar ruturc. I n  t h e  l<1sl s ix  years o n l y  11 i n c  S abi 11 c ' s  Cu l l s 

were recorded i n  CJary. w h e rea.-, 1 6  were l ogged 011 
Carlyle Lake. 

An exp lanat ion  for Lhe r ise i n  i nlallll Sab i ne's C u l l  
nu 111 bcrs was prov ided b y  B i n ford and Johnson ( 1 99 5 ) ,  
w h o  11olcd l h a l  L h c  availab i l i ty o f  reservoi rs has i nc reased 
reports o l "  pel ag i c  spec i es thro u g h o u t  i nlan d  Nort h  
Ameri ca.  Quite clearly reservoi rs h ave bcco111c Lhe 

dom i n a n t  con t r i b u tor lo the Region ' s  Sab i ne ' s  Cull  
cou nts in recent decades. 

A n  a l ternate assess 111e n l  of Lhc 
S ab i n e ' s  Cull 111 i g rat i ot1 is  provided 
by exa111 i n i n g  nnxi m u m  dai ly cou nt 
dates. The Regi o n ' s  record s i n glc­
d ay cou n t  consi .<.;Ls or eig h t  b i rds (a 
flock or seven juve n i les and one aclu IL), 
that  were seen al  H uron ,  Ohio ,  on 1 5  
S epte111ber 1 984 (Pctcrjoh n  1 9 8 9 ) .  I n  
addi t ion. an  i ncrecli blc sc vcn Sabine's 
(]u l ls have been rccorclccl i n  central 
I ll i nois on three d i ffere n t  occasions: 
23 September 1 986 at Carlyle  Lake 
( A B  4 1  :%). 1 8  Septe m ber 1 9 88 at  
Lake S pri n g l'i e l d  (Boh Jen 1 989 ) , and 
1 7  Scp l c m bcr 1 995 at Carlyle Lake 
(AFN 50 :63 ) .  The grap h ical , mi gra­
t ion envelope, and m ax i m um cou n t  
approach es all su ggest that, o n  aver­
age, L h e  f °a l l  I. l i ght  peaks betwee11 17 
S eptember and I October. 

Distribution of Great Lakes and Inland Sabine's Gulls by State 

The Inland Invasion 

lt w as tracl i l ional l y  bel ieved thal 
most Sab i n e·s Cul l s  occ u r  on the 
Crea l  Lakes. Obse rvational data, 
howcvcr, rcvcal t hat Lh is  is  not true i n  
Lhc M i dcll cwcslcrn Prni r i c  Region . Or 
the 237 b i rd., lab u la lcd in  this .'it uc ly, 
12(1 were recorded at i n l a11d locations 
and on l y  I I I on lhc Great Lakcs. Tl1c 

Great Lakes Inland Total 

Tl I i noi s 17 7 5  92 

Indiana 42 7 49 

Jowa - 28 28 

Kentucky - 4 4 

M issou ri - 6 6 

Ohio 5 1  6 5 7  

u nspec i fi ed I ( )  I 

Totals 1 1 1  1 26 237 

Table 2. The Ten Middlewesteren Prairie Region Sites 

with the Most Recorded Sabine's Gulls 

Local ion State Total Com m e n ts 

Cary I N  3 1  Lake M i ch i ga n  

Carlyle Lake IL 26 Inland 

C l evel and OH 1 6  Lake Eric 

S pri n g ri cld TL I 0 lnlaml 

Lorain O H  I 0 Lake Erie  

Sayl orvi l le R es.  I A  CJ I n land 

M i chi gan C i ty 1-la1·bor IN l) Lake M i c h i gan 

Huron OJ-I 8 Lake Eric 

Chicago fL 8 Like M i c h i ga11 

Blackhawk Like Ii\ 8 I n l an d  

Meadowlark 



three weeks later on the Great Lakes 
than on i n l an d  reservoirs (compare 
derarture dates). Th i s  delayed Great 
Lakes fl i ght  seems to supporl the 
McMul len hypothesi s ,  s ugges t i ng  that 
u nseen b i rds li n gcr on the Great Lakes 
u nt i l  aut u m n  gales,  which i n tens ify i n  
Oc tober, dri v e  them toward shore 

( where they arc sometimes seen) and 
u l t i mately south ward . 

The Wintering 
Ohio Bird 

However, lwo in lriguing q ues­

t ions  remai n u n a nswered : I) why do 

the central lllinois reservoirs a t tract 
more S abi n e ' s  G u l l s  Lhan the Great 

Lakes (Tab l e  I reveals  that both I n d i ­
a n a  a n d  O h i o  have far more Sabi n e ' s 
G u l l s  on the Great Lakes than at i n ­

land s i tes ); a n d  2) w h y  do central 
I l l i no i s  i mp o u n d m e n t s  pro d u c e  
more b irds than reservoirs i n  other 
M i dwes tern slates'I Li ttle evidence i s  

ava i l ab l e  upon which to formulate 
answers; however, se v eral ideas 
have emerged. In addressin g  the fin.;t 
q u e s t io n Kei th M c M u l l en (p er s .  
co mm.)  hypothesized that l ake s i ze is 
an i mpor t a n t  fac tor , not i n g  t h a t  
S abi n e ' s  G u l l s  can  easily be m i ssed on  
Lhe  Great Lakes, whereas, a l l  port i ons 
of the i nland reservoirs are wi thi n tele­
scope v i e w .  Thu s,  there may actual ly 
be more Sab i ne' s G u l l s on Lhe Great 
Lakes, but mosl remain too far from 
shore Lo be seen; th is  spec ies  is more 
relagic than most gu l l s .  Dan Kas­
sebaum (pcrs. eom rn . )  expla i n s  the 
h i gh Sabi n e ' s  G ul l  concentration i n  
central I l l i n o i s  b y  proposi n g  that thi s  
area l ies on  a regular rlyway. Also, 
Sabine 's  Gul ls  m ight occ ur reg u l arly 
on  al l large Midwestern reservoi rs,  
but  birders outs ide I l l inois fai l to de­
tect Lhern regularly. 

Suhine 's Gull photos taken on J 4 
Sept. JY97 at Carlyle Ledee, Clinton 
Co. by Albert Seppi. 

Perhaps the Regio n ' s  s i n g l e  most 
cx lraord i n ary S abi n e ' s  G u l l  was an 
i mmature thal w i n tered o n  the Lake 
Eri c  waterfron t .  During Lhe w i n ter of 
1988- 1989 (and fol low i ng sum mer) 

thi s bird w as seen regularly alon g  the 
C leveland - Lora in  l akefron l  ( Rasche 
& Han n i kman,  1989). Most Sabi n e ' s  
G u l l s  win ter a t  s e a  off t h e  western 
coasts of Af rica and South A merica,  
and v irtua l l y  a l l  depart the norLhern 
lal i l u dcs by ear l y Decem ber. Con se­
quently,  the l i n geri n g  Lake Eri c b i rd 
may wel l represent the first docu­
m e n ted record of  a w i n ter-period 
S abi nc'  s Gull  in the northern hem i­
sphere. The lengthy v is i t  of th i s  bird 
also provi ded observers a rare oppor­
t u n i ty to study the first-wi nter plum­
age and molt  cycle of  th is  maritime 
speci es (excel l e n t  photographs are 
i n cl uded i n  Rosche & H a n n i kman,  
I 989). 

I n teresti ngly, as first noted by 
Boh l en ( J 989), Sabi n e ' s  Gul l  move­
ment  through the i nb n d  reservoirs 
precedes the Great Lakes fl i ght .  M i gration envelopes for 
the two areas are as fol lows :  

Tn land Great Lakes 

EARUEST 3 Aug 89 2 S ept 95 

ARRIVE 1 2  Sep 1 3  Sep 

PEAK 27 Sept 14 Oct 

DEPART 22 Oct 10 Nov 

LATEST 23 Nov 79 1 2  Dec 54 

N 9 2  6 1  

I r  we d isregard the earl i est reports, the birds appar­
ent l y arrive i n  both areas about Lhe same t i m e .  The Great 
Lakes peak, however, is more than two weeks after the 
i n l a nd peak. Jn add i t ion, S abi n e ' s  Gul l s  linger al most 

Vol. 7, No. 1 

Ages of 
Middlewestern Birds 

Nin e  out often M i dwestern S abi n e ' s  Gulls have been 
i n  juveni le  plu mage. Of the b i rds aged in this s tudy, 98 
were juveniles and only 13 were adults. Based on the 
migration patterns of other Arct ic-nesting spec ies, ad ult  
S ab in e ' s  G u l l s  probably move sou thward before the 
juve n i les ;  however, Lhc low n umber of adul ts precludes 
a quant i tat ive compariso n .  The earliest reporlcd adu l l  
was 6 S ep tember I 99 5 a t  the Rice Lake Conservation 
Arca, IL ( Meadowl ar k  5:74) and t h e  l atest was 4 N ov em­
ber I 989 at Lake M o nroe, IN (AB 44:99). D i sregardi n g  

the w i n teri n g  Ohio bird, e x treme dates fnrjuveniles arc 3 

Augu st 1989 at Decatur, IL (AB 44:99) and 12 December 
1 9 54 at Gary, TN (Brnck 1986). 
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How to see a 
Sabine's Gull 

To l"i n d  one o f' t h ese nal ly b i rds i n  Lhe M i clwes l. f'i rs l 
m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d ar  for s e v e r a l  S e p t e m b e r a n d  
October Lr i  ps .  If' a l  a l l  pos s i b l e .  slarl  your  search dur i ng lhc  
l as l  ha l f o f' September. Make e very c l lorl  lo b e  a l'i c lcl 
c lur i  ng ,  or i 111 medi ate!  y f'ol l o w i  ng,  passage of a cold front .  
as many b i rds appear on norlhcrly w i nds be h i nd Lhese 
l "ro n l s .  

B i rde rs searc h i n g  the cen t ra l  
I l l i no i s  lakes would be w e l l-ad v i sed 
to keep c lose Labs on Lhe Central I l l i ­
no i s  Rare B ird alcrl (2 1 7) 785-1083. 

Tec h n i q u es !'or birding Lhese rem ark­
abl y  procl uc l i ve i mpoundments v ary 
w i th locat ion .  On Lake Spri n g fi cld ,  
H. D a v i d  B o h l e n  (pers. c o m m .) 
searches  fo r b i rds  d i sp lay i n g Lhe  
Sab ine ' s  characterist ic tern-l ike Cl i ght . 
He also nolcs Lhat  Lh i s  spec ies  often 
exec utes s horl r l i gh t s  f'rom a float i n g  
pos i t i o n ,  fo l lowed by an arc h i n g  de­
scent back lo t he water. Robert Chapel 
(pers .  co m m . )  reports h av i n g  found 
Sab i ne ' s  G u l l s  rest i ng on sand sp i l s  
w i th other  gu l l s  or  i n  associ at ion  wi lh  
shorebirds i n  shallow w ater or on 
m u d  fl at s .  

F i 11 d i n g  S ab i n e ' s  G u l l s  o n  
e n ormous  Car l y l e  L a k e  req u i re s  
speci al tec h n iques .  D a n  K assebaum 
( pers .  com m . )  h as developed lhc fo l ­
lowi ng strategy for locat i ng Sabine's  
G u l l s  on  the  l ake .  Observat ions  over 
several years reveal that mosl b irds 
re mai n near Lhe center o f' l h c  l ake; 
1'1-eq u c nt ly  between the A l l e n  B ranch 
boat l aunch  ( west sh ore) and Coles 

Figure III: 

i n lo a d i ve ( oflen reveal i n g  l h e  u pperparl pal lern ) .  Dan 

al so notes Lhal Lhc gu 1 1  s are more easi  I y seen when boaters 
are m ost act i ve .  For opti ma l  vi c w i  ng, he rec om m ends 
South Shore S tale Park in the  m o rn i n g  and Ha1. l cl S tal e  
Park i n  L h c  a(krnoo n .  

Weather i s  Lhe s i ng le  most cr i l i ca l  fac lor f o r  l'i n cl i ng 

Sabi n e ' s  G u l l s  Oil Lake M i c h igan; the greal ma jor i ly o r  

s i gh t i ngs a r c  associ ated w i l h  cold fro n l s .  Accord ing ly ,  
y; ur  b�s l  bet i s  Lo  h ead for Lake M i c h i gan d ur i n g  Lhe  

passage o l "  a front ,  fi n d  a she l lercd 
area, and s i mp l y  watch Lhe l ake (be 
.s u re Lo dress warm l y ) .  Your chances 
arc beller i r you walch from an east­

ern or soulhern shore. as norlhwesl  
w i nds  Lyp i cally d r i ft sou lh-bound 
b i rds lo lhe eastern margin or the  l ake. 
These v i g i l s , of course, can also be 
rewarded by the s i ght i n g of a pas.s i n g  
j aeger o r  L i l l i e  G u l l  (Loru.1· minutus). 

On Ind i ana ' s l akefronl S abi n e ' s  
G u l l s  are m o s t  frequent ly  seen fl y ing  
west  ward a long the s h ore] i ne .  They 
typ i cal ly fly low over lhe waler n ear 
shore. Most s i g h  L i ngs i n vo lve  s i ngle­
ton s .  but  a l m o s l  o n e- th i rd or t he 
records i n volve m u l t i p le  b i rds (occa­
s iona l ly  i n  s m a l l  floc ks ,  b u t  m ore 
o lkn several b i rds over several hours). 
The I nd iana record i s  four (23 Sep­
tember 1990. at M i l l e r  Beach.  A B  
45 : I I I), b ut t h ree b i rds have been 
l ogged on fi ve  d i fferent occasi o n s .  
Lake M ich igan Sab i n e ' s  G u l l s  almost 
ne ver land,  an d they rarel y  assoc i ate 
w i l h  other g u l l s .  

Regard l ess o f  w here y o u  !'i ncl a 
Sab i n e ' s  G u l l .  i t  w i l l  al most certai n l y  
be a j u ven i le . s i m i l ar l o  Lhc i nd i v idual  
shown in f< igure. I ll .  O n  Lhc gra y  

C reek ( east shore ) .  At l h i s  l oca l ion  
l h e  b i rds  are a l  leas l  a m i l e  l'ro rn the  
nearest shore; t h u s ,  a goocl tel escope 
is  essent ia l . Dan beg ins  serious search­
i n g  d u r i n g  l h c  s e c o n d  w e e k  
of' September; h e  use�; the n u merous 
R i ng-b i l l ed G u l l s  for a s ize compari-

The c h a ract e r i s t i c  a p peara n c e  of 
a !' l y i n g  j u v e n i l e  S ab i n e ' s  Ciu l l .  
Mosl  birds appear u n i  l'onn ly  dark 
above, w i th  bold w h i le tr iangles on 

overcast days l hal typical l y  fol low 
a u t u m n  colcl rron ls ,  these b i rds look 
l i k e  dark F ra nk l i n ' s-s i zed g u l l s ,  w i t h  
d i st i nct i ve w h i te t r i ang les on the i n ­
ner  upperw i ngs .  Con t rast between 
the black pri m ari es an d brown mant le  

trai l i ng edges o f' Lhe w i ngs .  

son and lo a i d  i n  locat i n g  gu l l- l'ccd -
i ng areas. Typ ical Sab i  nc '  s Gu II behav i ors i nc l uclc long 
periods o f ' res t i n g  on l h e  waler  ( render i n g  Lhem almosl 
i m possib l e  Lo sec) ,  f'ccdi ng i n  a large c ircu lar pallern over the 
l ake's  ccntn. executi ng q u i c k  l"l ighls �1cross Lhe w ater,  an d 
sudden l y  dropp i ng Lo the  waler by execu t i n g  a 1 �1 Lcra l  L um 
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i s  usua l l y  not e v i dent ;  Lhcy s i mply 
l ook l ike dark-backed gu l l s w it h  w h i le w i ng triang l es . 
The mosl  s i m i la r  b i rds are j u ven i l e  B l ack-l egged K i t t i ­
wakes (Rissu lriductylu), an d L i llie; C u l l s . B oth ol'l hese, 
however, normal l y  d i s p l ay the bold, "W" u pperparl pat­
tern ,  rather l h an the see m i n g l y  u n i form l y  dark pri m � 1r ies . 
u ppcrw i n g  coverls, and man l le. 

Meadowlark 



three weeks later on the Great Lakes 

Lhan on inland reservoirs (compare 

departure elates). This delayed Great 

Lakes flight seems lo support the 

McMullen hypothesis, suggesting that 

unseen birds linger on the Great Lakes 

until autumn gales, which intensify in 

October, drive them toward shore 

(where lhey are so111cli111cs seen) and 

ultimately southward. 

The Wintering 
Ohio Bird 

However, two intriguing ques­

tions remain unanswered: I) why do 

the central lllinois reservoirs allract 
more Sabine's Gulls Lhan the Great 

Lakes (Table I reveals Llrnt both Incli­
ana and Ohio have far more Sabine's 

Gulls on the Creal Lakes than at in­

land sites): and 2) why do central 

Illin ois irnpoundments produce 

rnore birds than reservoirs in other 

Midwestern stales? Litlle evidence is 

available upon which Lo f'orrnulalc 

answers; however, several ideas 
have emerged. ln addressing the first 

question Keith McMullen (pers . 

comm.) hypothesized that lake size is 
an important factor, noting that 

Sabine's Gu I ls can easily be missed on 

the Great Lakes, whereas, all portions 

or the inland reservoirs are wilhin Lcle­

scope view. Thus, there may actually 

be more Sabine's Gulls on the Great 

Lakes, but most remain too far from 

shore lo be seen; this species is more 

pelagic Lhan most gulls. Dan Kas­

sebaum (pers. comm.) explains tl1e 
high Sabine's Gull concentration in 

central Illinois by proposing that this 

area lies on a regular Oyway. Also, 
Sabine's Gulls might occur regularly 

on all large Midwestern reservoirs, 

bul birders outside Illinois foil to de­

tect them regularly. 

Sohine 's Gull photos rakell on J ../ 
Sept. IY<J7 al Carlyle Lake, Clinton 
Co. by Alhert Seppi. 

Perhaps the Region's single most 

extraordinary Sabine's Gull was an 

immature that wintered on the Lake 

Erie waterfront. During the winter of 

1988-1989 (and following summer) 
Lhis bird was seen regularly along the 

Cleveland - Lorain lakcfront (Rosche 
& Hannikman, 1989). Most Sabine's 

Gulls winter at sea off the western 

co::ists of Africa and South America, 

and virtually all depart the northern 

latitudes by early December. Conse­

quently, the lingering Lake Erie bird 

may well represent the first docu­

mented record of a winter-period 

Sabine's Gull in the northern hemi­

sphere. The lengthy visit of this bird 

also provided observers a rare oppor­

tunity to study the first-winter plum­

age and molt cycle of this maritime 

species (excellent photogruphs are 

included in Roschc & Hannikman, 

1989). 

Lnterestingly, as first noted by 
Bohlen (1989), Sabine's Gull move­

ment through the inland reservoirs 

precedes the Great Lakes flight. Migration envelopes for 
the two areas are as follows: 

J nland Greal Lakes 

EARLIEST 3 Aug 89 2 Sept 95 

ARRIVE 12 Sep 13 Sep 

PEAK 27 Sept 14 Oct 

DEPART 22 Oct JO Nov 

LATEST 23 Nov 79 12 Dec 54 

N 92 61 

Ir we disregard the earliest reports, Lhe birds appar­

ently arrive in both areas about the same time. The Great 

Lakes peak, however, is more than lwo weeks afler the 

inland peak. In addition, Sabine's Gulls linger almost 

Vol. '7, No.1 

Ages of 
Middlewestern Birds 

Nine out of ten Midwestern Sabine's Gulls have been 

in juvenile plumage. Of the birds aged in this study, 98 

were juveniles and only 13 were adults. Based on the 
migration patterns of other Arctic-nesLing species, adult 

Sabine's Gulls probably move southward before the 

juveniles; however, the low number of adults precludes 

a quantitative comparison .  The earliest reported adult 

was 6 September I 995 at the Rice Lake ConservaLion 

Area, IL (Meadowlark 5:74) and lhe latesl was 4 Novem­
ber l 989 al Lake Monroe, TN (AB 44:99). Disregarding 

the wintering Ohio bird, extreme elates for.juveniles arc 3 
August I 989 at Decatur, IL (AB 44:99) and 12 December 
1954 al Gary, JN (Brock 1986). 
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How to see a 
S abine's Gull 

To f"i nd one of these n at!y b i rds i n  ! h e  Mi dwest ,  fi rst 
m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d ar fo r s e v e ra l  S e p l e 111 b c r  a n d  
Oc!ober lr i  p s .  If a l  a l  I poss i b l e, .-; Larl your searc h d u ri n g  the  
las t  hair  or Septem ber. Make every e llor l  lo be afi e l d  
d u ri ng.  o r  i 111 rncdi ate] y fo l lowing .  passage o f  a co ld  fro n!,  
as many bi rds appear on northerly winds beh i n d  L hcsc 
fro n t s .  

B i rders searc h i n g  lhe  c e n t ral  
l l l i nois  lakes wou l d  be wel l -ad v i sed 
lo keep c lose labs on !he  Cen tral I l l i ­
n o i s  Rare B ird al ert (2 1 7 ) 7 8 5 - 1 083 .  
Tec h n i ques for bi rdin g  these rernark­
abl y produ cti ve i mpounclmenls  vary 
w i th l ocat i o n .  On Lake S pringfie ld,  
H .  D a v i d  B o h l e n  ( pcrs .  c o mm . )  
searc h es for bi rds d isp lay ing  t h e  
Sabi n e ' s  charac!erislic lern-l i ke fl ight .  
H e  a l so n o!es lhat this species often 
executes shorl f l ights from a float i n g  
pos i t i o n ,  l"o l l owec\ b y  a n  arc h i n g  de­
scent back lo the water. Roberl C hape l 
( pers. comm . )  repurls hav ing  fou n d  
Sabi n e ' s  Gu l l s  res t i n g  on s a n d  s p i l s  
w i t h  o t h e r  g u l l s  or i 1 1  assoc ia t ion  wi l h  
s horeb irds i n  sha l low w ater or on 
m ud fl ats. 

F i n d i n g S a b i n e ' .-; G u l l s  o n  
e n o r m o u s  Car l y l e  Lake re q u i res  
spec ia l  tec h n iques .  Dan Kassebau m 
( pers. comm . )  has deve l oped the fol ­
lowing strategy for local ing Sabi n e ' s  
G u l l s  on the l ake.  Observal ions  over 
several  years reveal that 111os l  b i rds 
rem ai n  near Lhe cenlcr o r  lhc l ake;  
l'reque n t l y  between !he  A l l en Bra n c h  
boat l aunch  ( west s hore ) and Coles 

Figu re III: 

i n lo a d ive  (often re veal ing  Lhe uppe rpart pal lcrn).  Dan 
also notes lhat the g u l l s  are more eas i l y  seen when boaters 
arc mosl ac l ive .  For op t ima l  v iewing ,  he reco11 1 me 11ds 
Sou th  S h o re S late Park i n  the morning and Hazlel  S ta le  
Park in  lhe afternoo n .  

Weather i s  l h e  s ing le  most cri t i cal factor ror 1·i n d i 11 g  
Sabi n e ' s  G u l l s  O il Lake M i c h i gan ;  t h e  g real 111ajori 1y o r  
s i gh t i ngs are associ ated wilh  cold l"ro n l s .  Accord i ng l y ,  

y(: u r  b�s l  be! i s  to head for  Lake Mich igan dur i n g  the 

passage o r  a f"ro nt .  ri nd a she l tered 
area, and s i m p l y  watch lhe lake (be 
s ure lo dress w arm l y ) .  Your c hances 
arc bcllcr i f  you w at c h  fro m an east­
ern or southern s hore. as norlhwest 
w i n d s  t y p i c al l y  d r i fl south-bound 
birds lo  lhe  eastern margi n of  lhe lake. 
These v i g i l s . of course, can also be 
rewarded by the s ight ing o f  a pass ing  
j aeger or L i t t l e  Gul l  (Lun.1s rninulus). 

O n  lnd iana' s l akcCro n l  Sabi n e ' s  
Gul l s  are m o s l  frequent ly seen f"l y i ng 
westward along the  shore l i ne .  They 
typical l y  l l y  low over the waler near 
shore .  M ost s ight ings i nvol ve s i ng le­
ton s .  but  a l mos t  o n c- lh ird of t h e  
records i n vo lve  rn u l lip le  b irds ( occa­
s iona l l y  i n  small  f locks,  but m ore 
often several birds over several h o u rs ) .  
T h e  Indiana record i s  Cou r  ( 2 3  Sep-
1c 111 bcr  1 990. al  M i l l er Beac h .  AB 
45 : 1 1 1  ) ,  bul  l h ree b i rds h ave been 
l ogged on fi ve  d i fferen t  occasions .  
Lake M i c h i gan S abi ne ·  s Gul ls  a lmost 
11cvcr Janel .  and they rare ly  associ ate 
w i lh olhcr g u l l s .  

Regardl ess o f  w here y o u  f i n d  a 
Sab i n e ' s  G u l l ,  i l  w i l l  al most  cerla in ly  
be a j uven i l e ,  s i m i  I ar to the i ndi v i  dual 
shown in Figure lll .  O n  the gray 

C reek (eas! shore) .  Al  l h i s  l ocat i o n  
t h e  b i rds are a l  l easl a m i l e  fro m !he 
n earesl  s hore; l h u s .  a good tel escope 
i s  essenti a l .  Dan begi n s  serious search­
i n g  d u r i n g  ! h e s e c o n d  w e e k  
or  Scplcrnber; h e  uses !he n umerous 
Ri ng-b i l l ed Gu l l s for a s ize compari -

The c haracte r i s t i c  appearance o f  
a [' l y i n g  j u v e n i l e  S a b i 11 c ' s  G u l l .  
Most b i rds llppcar u n i l"orm l y  dark 
above. w i th bold w h i t e  tri an g les on 
!rai l i n g  edges of the w i ngs .  

overcast days Lha! typica l l y  1·o l l ow 
autum n cold rron ls.  lhcsc b i rds look 
l i ke dark Fra n kl i n ' s-s ized gul l s .  w i l h  
di sti nc t ive  wh ite tri angles on the  i n ­
n e r  uppcrwings .  Contrast  between 
the b l ack pr imaries and bro w n  man l ie  

son and to aid in  local i ng g u l l-feed-
i n g  areas. Typica l  Sab i n e ' s  G u l l  behaviors i n c l ude l on g  
peri ods of rcs! ing Oil !he  water (renderi ng lhe 111 a lmosl  
i mposs i ble lo see ) .  f"eed ing in  a large circular pal!ern over lhe 
l ake ' s  ccnlcr. execut ing  quick l l ighls across the waler, ll lld 
sudden l y  drn 1Jpi ng to !he waler by exec ut i ng  a late 1·al t u rn  
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is usual ly  not ev iden l ;  they s imply  
look l i ke dark-bac ked gu l l s  w i lh w h i le w i n g  tri ang les .  
The 111 ust s i mi lar  b i rds are j u ven i l e  B l ack- l egged K i t t i ­
wakes (Rissu triductr/o ) .  a n d  L i l l i e  G u l l s .  B o! h  o f  these. 
howevc.r, nor111 a l l y  di spl ay the bold. "W" upperparr pat­
tern. rather  than !he seem i ng ly  u 11 i l"or 111 l y  dark pr i mar ies .  
upperw i n g  coverls .  and m lrn llc .  

Meadowlark 
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Addend nm 

As th i s  a rl i c l c  approac hed co mplet ion i n  September 
1 997,  i t  became ap 11aren l l h a! an ex!raord i 11 ary s �1bin e ' s  
G u l l  l'l igh l  w as u n derway . Every Rare B i rd A lerl i n  lhc  
cou 1 1 l ry seem lo i nc l u d e  S ab i n e ' s  C1 u l l s  and even an i nter­
l la l ional 1-cpor! l'i l tered i n ;  an except ional  11 1ovc11 1e1 1 l off 
the B r i t i s h  Is les was posted on lhe World W i de Web .  

Accord i ng l y ,  lhc dec i s i on w a s  m ade lo d e l a y  pub l i cat i on 
u n t i l  alkr the  fa l l  season .  I n  re!rospecl t h i s  pro v ed to be 
a w i se cho ice as a record 4 1  S a b i n e ' s  C u l l s  were logged 
in the Middleweslern Prairie Region duri n g  1·a l l  1 997 . 
Th i s  addendum s u m m arizes dc!ai l s  o l' t h e  outstand i n g  
1 997-98 fl i g h t .  

Amazi n g l y ,  l h c  vangu ard o f  ! h e  Reg i o n ' s  Sabi n e ' s  
G u l l  migration appeared i n  111 id-su 111 111er; L e e  S choenewe 
d iscovered a b ird, bel i ev ed to be in secon d-a l tern ate 
p l u rn age, al Ke!tl cson W i l d l i fe Management Area, Iowa 
on 8 J u l y .  This overzeal ous S abi ne ' s (on l y  !he Reg i on ' s  
second J u l y  record) was .'mon fol l owed b y  a n  i rn mal u re,  
seen i n  Deca!ur on 1 9  Augus! by Myrna Deaton,  w h i c h  
p r o  v i  c l  eel on  I y t h e  second A u gust record. 

As anl ic i pated, Sabi n e ' s  G u l l  ac t i v i ty increased s u b­
s!ant i a l l y  in Septern ber. On 3 Septe m ber, Jeff M cCoy 
iden t i ried an i rnm a!ure at M i l l er Beach ,  lo estab l i sh a 
record early arri va l  date for Indiana.  Throughout Seplcrn­
ber, M i l ler  Beach was the Region ' s  Sab i n e ' s  G u l l  "hot 
spot" wi!h a n  u n precedented n u m be r  of reports Lha! i n ­
c l  uclecl eight birds on I 0 Scpternber ( Dave M andell ,  B ob 
H u ghes,  and J o h n  W h i le) .  The l atter coun t  pro v ided an 
al l -l ime d a i l y  high for I ndiana .  Away from Lake M i c h i -
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Birds of Prairie Ridge State 
Natural Area 

Introduction 

S i nce J a n u ary 1 994. l have been con d uct i ng research on b i ;·ds al Pra ir ie  
R idge S late N atu ral Arca (formerly t he Pra i ri e-C h i c ken Sanctuari es ) ,  Jasper 
and M ari on Count ies .  Herc l prescn l  a s u m m ary or t hese records t hrough 
1 996.  Fields or cool-season and warm-season grasses. as wel l  as four newly 
created wet lands.  are man aged to p rov i de habilal for area-se n s i t i ve. t hreat­
e ned, and endangered spec ies na t ive  lo l l l i no i s '  prair ies an d marshes .  Several 
b i rd species were documented on the n at u ral area for the fi rs l  l ime dur ing  th i s  
s tudy.  i n  add i t ion  t o  spec i es fou n d  i n  prev i o u s  years. 

Mun/1 Wren dn 1 1 1 ·ing /Jr Uri< 11 1  11·. Willis. 

8 

by J e ffery W. Walk 

Methods 

Mosl of  the observal io1 1s of  grass­

land b i rds were i 11 c i clental lo my 400 
111 transect cou n ts condu cted in M ay 
and J u ne 1 995 and 1 996 d u ri n g  the  
ear ly  morn ing hours (0530-0900) 
(Jasper County only) .  These transects 
w e re surveyed to deter m i n e  l h e  
rela t ive  abu ndances or D i ckc isse ls .  
Eastern Meadowl arks , G rasshopper 
S parro w s ,  F i e l d  S p a rrow s ,  a n d  
H e n s l o w ' s  S p arro w s  i n  d i ffe re n t  
manage ment u n i t s .  A.reas i n  Marion 
Cou nty and those nol s u rv eyed by 
transects  i n  J asper  C o u n ly were 
wal ked per iodical l y . b u l  al l c a s l  
o n c e  each season lo docu m e n t  other 
spec i es p rese n t . Wet l ands were s u r­
v eyed weekly from May t h ro u g h  
August  b y  walk i ng the  pcri 111clcr of  
e a c h  a n d  record i n g  spec ies  a n d  
n u 111 b e rs o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  each 
speci e.s prese1 1 l .  Wellan d.s were s u r­
veyed once or lwice month ly  from 
February lo May and September lo 
Nove111 ber. 

Results 

A lotal o r· 222  species was ob­
served on lhe s i le over l h i s  period . 
i nc l uding lhose observed on Newlon 
Lake, w h ic h  was surveyed only occa­
s iona l ly  and is i mmed i ately ad j acent  
to port i on s  o r  l h e  J asper County area. 
Consi deri n g  o n ly the g rass land, wel­
l and. a 11d shrubland habi tats ( i .e .  ex­
c l u d i n g  lhc  !"cw smal l  forested areas 
ad j acent  lo Newton Lake as wel l  as 
the l ake ) .  1 45 s pec i es were recorded , 
i nc l ud ing  I (1 end angcrcd and 5 thrcal­
cncd spec ies ( Appe n d i x  A ) .  F i  f"ly-
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lwo o r  those spec i es were known Lo 

breed on L h e  s i te ,  i nc lud ing  7 endan­
gered and 2 t h reatened ( IESPB I 9lJ4 ) .  

T h e  wel lands surveyed w ere 
created i n  1 994 and J l)l)5, . -m the 
.-, u rrouml i n g  vegel<! L ion  w as poorl y 
developed. Neverthel ess. J'our stale­
l i sted species were 1·ecorcled on lhem 
i 11 1 995 duri n g  spr i ng m i grati on :  one 
J\ 111cr ica 11 13 i t lcrn.  a n  adu l l  and an 

i m rn al urc Y e l l ow-c rowned N i g h l­
Hero n ,  an i m mat ure H l ac k-crowned 
N i gh L-Heron .  and two B l ack Terns. 
At l ca.-;t four pai rs o r  K i n g Rai ls  
bred in  J asper Counly i n  1 995, based 
on brood observat i ons .  

I n  1 996,  slale-l is lecl rn i g ran ls 
i n c l u d e d  a n  i m m a t u re Y e l l o w ­
c ro w n e d  N i ghl--I-lcro n ,  lwo B l ac k  
Terns. lwo G real Egrels. a n  ad u l t  
and  a "cal ico" i rn rnalure L i l l ie B l ue 
H e ron ,  and a W i l son ' s  Ph alarope.  A 
v agrant  Purple Sandp i pe r  was ob­
served in M arion County on 1 5  M ay 
1 996. One p c1 i r  0 1· A merican B i tterns 
and a l  lcasl s i x  p a i rs o l' K i ng Ra i l s  
nested i n  J aspe r  County  in  1 996.  One 
pa i r  o l' Least B i t terns was  observed 
in Mar io n Cou n t y  in Ju l y. but  no 
nest or juven i les were fou nd .  Nest­
ing M a l l ards were comrnon in bolh 
cou n lies in bolh years and a young 
brood of B l ue-w i nged Teal  was ob­
served i n  M a rion  Coun ty in 1 996.  

Do7ens o r  species o l· walerJ'owl and 
shore b i rds .  as w e l l  as Soras and 
V i rg i n i a  R ai l s  w ere observed as  
111 i g ranls  on the wel lands .  

Herkert et  el l .  ( 1 993) l i sted I ( ) 
I l l i n o i s  p ra i ri e  b i rds as h i gh l y  or  
moderate ly  se n s i t i v e  to  grass land  
J'ra g rn e n lal i o n .  Th i s  i s  Lhe  o n l y  s i te  
in  I l l i n o i s  w h e re a l l  1 0  c a n  he 
found .  and  8 uf the I () have been 
docume n led as breed i ng spec ies .  

Th roughoul  the  grassl ands dur­
ing su 111 111e1-, Red-winged B l ackbirds. 
Co 111 1 11on Y cl lowlhroats. Fie l d  S par­
rows.  Song Sparrows, G ras.-; hoppcr 
S parro w s .  Arncr icnn  Gol d ri nehcs,  
D i c kc i sscls,  and Eastern Meadow­
l a rks w e re comrnon L o  ahu n d an l .  

Vol.  '7, No. 1 

S edge Wrens  arc q u i t e  ab undant  on 
Lhc grass land areas once they al'l'i ve ,  
typica l l y  i n  l ate J u ne .  S edge W re n s  
breed on the  s i  Le .  M ost n e s l s  l'o u n d  
arc "du m m y  nests ," s o  i t  i s  unc lear 
whal  proporL i o n o f  Lhese ] ale-arr i v­
i n g birds ac lu �i l l y  breed . 

The Western Meadowlark is a 
rare w i n Ler  res i dent ,  and  a s i n g l e  
m a l e  was recorded L h roughoul  .l une  
and J u l y  o J' 1 995,  but  breedi n g  w as 
not  co n J'i rmed. The B obol i n k  i s  a 
c o m m o n  m i g r a n t ,  a n d  t e rr i tori a l  
males re mai n u nt i l  about J O  J u n e  
e<1ch spri ng before leavi ng.  A pre­
daled nest bow l ,  poss ib ly  a Bob­
o l i n k ' s , w as fou n d  i n  1 996.  Jasper 
Coun t y  is a l  the ex lrerne of breed i ng 
range f'or both Western Meadowlarks 
(A ppl egate and W i l l ms 1 9 8 7 )  and 
Bobol i n k s  ( B o h l e n  1 989) .  

Bes ides the aforemenlioned and  
rel  a l  i ve l  y common fragmen tati on­
se ns i t  i ve Eastern M eadowl ark. Grass­
hopper Sparrow.  and  Sedge W ren .  
Savannah S 1x11-rows are fou nd i n  low 
n um bers each  year ( 3  to  6 pai rs )  i n  
J asper Cou nty .  w h i c h  agai n i s  a l  the 
ex l re rnc soulhcrn edge of '  the spe­
c ies '  b reed i n g ran ge ( B o h l en 1 98 9 ) .  

l: ight a n d  I 0 pairs o f  Upland Sand­
p i pe rs were recmded in  1 995 and 
1 996. respect i v e l y .  About 45 North-

ern Harrier n ests have been l ocaled 
s i nce 1 990 al P rai r ie  R idge S N J\ .  
Eig h t  n ests were l'ounu i n 1 995 and 4 

i n  1 996 .  1-lensl o w ' s  S parrows have 
been present yearly s ince al Jcasl 1 994. 

Thi rLy-lhrcc d i sp la y i ng m a l es were 
docume11 ted in 1 995. i nc reas ing  lo 4 1  

malcs i n  1 996. Thc nu mber of' G rcalcr 

Prni r i e·-Ch ickcns has i ncreased l'ol­
lowing lranslocations si nce 1 993 ror 
genet i c  and demographic enhance­
ment .  The est imated f'al l I 996 popula­
tion was about 200 b irds (pers . obs . ) .  

Two s p e c i e s  of e n d a n gered 
grassl and owls  breed on t h e  area. 
Shorl-earecl O w l s  were not recorded 
nes L ing  in 1 995 or I 996. but 1 6  nesls  
have been found si nce 1 990. A pai r 
of B arn Owls  ncs lcd al one l ocat ion 
in 1 995 and 1 996.  

l n  lhc  s h ru bby areas, t h ree n o­
table species were recmded.  S e ven 
pairs of B el l ' s  V i reos and fi ve pai rs 
o r  B I  UC C rosbeaks were fou n d  i 11 
1 996 in Jasper County .  Loggerhead 
S h r i kes are fai r ly  common in bolh 
J asper County and M arion Cou n ly 
and arc frcquen l l y  found nes t ing i n  
yards. M y  road s i de s h ri ke smvey i n  
.ln spcr Cou nty y ie l ded a l  leasl 1 2  

1x1i rs along the roadsides or  1 9  sq uare 
m i l e s  e n c o m p a s s i n g L h c  J a s p e r  
Cou n ty grass lands from 1 994- 1 996.  

Table 1. Es ti mated breeding populations (pai rs) of some species at the 

Jasper County unit of Prai rie Ridge State Natural Arca. 

Species 1 995 1 996 

D iekei sscl 300' 35(F 

E�1stern M eadowlark 2()( )" 1 75 '  

Fi e ld  S parrow I OW 85:' 

Grasshopper S parrow 1 2(F 9(F 

G reater Prai r ie-Ch i ck e n ,  mdungacd 4 1  65 

Hens low's  S parrow, endangered 3 3  4 1  

K i ng Rai l ,  thn:utcned 4 6 

Loggerhead S h r ike ,  !hrcotencd 1 3  1 2  

N orLhern H arri e r. endungered 7 3 

Sedge W ren 1 50 :  1 5 ()" 

Uplan d  Sandpi per. endongered 5 7 

... represen ls est i m ates based on Lransccl censuses--

other speci es measured by d i rect  censuses. 
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Discussion 

Bes i des lhe d i vers i ty or  pra i r i e  
h i rds .  l h e i r  abu ndance  a l  Pra i r i e  
R i d ge S NA i s  no tewort h y .  Tab le  I 
s h o w s  l h e  e s l i m a led n u 1 11 bers 0 1· 
some breed i n g  b i rd spec i es lo u ml i n  
.J asper Cou nty lhal m ighl  be regarded 
as l arge or s i g n i l 'i can l  Cur lhc  s lalc. 
The success o l t h i s  area i n  prnvi d i 11 g  
habi ta l  !'or I l l i no is '  area-se n s i L i ve .  
l h realened,  and endan gered spec i e .s 
has been g reat i n  spi le o r  the rela­
L i v e l y  s m a l l area bei 11 g  m an aged 
( abou t  2, 1 ( )( )  ac res in 1 6  separale 
l rac l s ) .  

In I l l i nois ,  grass land b i rds have 
dec l i ned 7 5-95';�, over the past  25 
years ( Herkert  1 99 1  ) .  A l l  publ ic  and 
pr ivate  e llurts tu ha l L lhese d ec l i nes 

warran l supprn·l . A 1·cas such as Goose 
Lake P rn i r i e  a 1 1Ll M id e w i n  N at i ona l  
Tal lg 1-;1ss Prai r i e  have rece i ved crn1-
s i d e ra b l e  a l l c n l i o n  f"o r l h e i r  O U [­
s la 11d i 11 g  11opu l at i ons ol g ra s s l a n d  
b i rds .  Perhap.s d u e  i n  parl lo lhc i 1· 
i so la t ion  i n  .sou lhcaslern f l l i 11o is .  a11d 
lhc a 1·e.a ' s  l ac k  of" observers. Pra i ri e  
R i dge Stale N c1 l u ral A 1-ca has nol  
been lu l l y <q1prec i aled l(ir i ts g rass­
land b i rd de11 s i ty and d i vers i ly .  
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Appendix A. Bi rds Of Open Habitats Of Prairie Ridge State Natural A rea, 

Jasper and Marion Counties ( 1994-1996) 

Podiciped({ormes 

P i ed-b i l led G re be (T)  

Cico11 iiformes 

C real B l ue Hero n  Li l l ie  B l u e  Heron ( E )  C reen Hernn 
Cal l ie  Egret C 1 -cal Egrc.l ( T )  Yc l low-crow 11ed N i g h t-Heron ( T )  
B l ack-crowned N ight-Heron ( E ) 'lLeast B i tt ern ( E )  '; A m e ri can B i l lern ( E )  

Anser!f'orme:; 
anacla G uos • S now CJ oosc : M a l l ard 

Black  Duck Gad wal l  Nor thern P i  nta i  I 
Gree n-w i nged cal ' B l ue-w i nged Teal Amer ican W i geon 
N n bcrn hnveler Wood Duck R i ng-11ecked duck 

1111 ash.i · k  Lesser S c a u p  Rudd y  D u c k  
l l omled Mc:rgunser 

Falco11ifim11es 

: Tu rkey V u l t u re Sh arp-s h i n ned Hawk ( E )  Cooper' s H a w k  
Red-ta i l ed Hawk Rough-legged 1-l a w k  :' N orthern Harri e r  ( E )  
Os prey ( E ) ':' /-\ mer ica 11 l\.est 1-c l 

Gal/(f'onnes 

: 'G reale 1· 1 >ra i r ie-C h i ck e 11 ( E ) : N orthern Bob w h i te ': R i 11g-n ec ked t>heasa11 l 

G ru iformes 
f( i 11g  Rai l (TJ V i 1-g i n i a  Rai l Soi-a 

Amer ican Cool 

Jiamdri(formes 
::• K i l ldee r I "esse1· Co lden P lo1er  :' U 11 l aml Sand p i pe 1· ( E )  

ircate1· c l l owleqs Lesse1· Y e l l ow legs Sol i lary Saml 11 i  per 

Sponcd · untlp ipcr W i l soi1 · s [Jhal a rn 11c ( L ) ':' !\ 1 1 1c 1· iul l l  W oOllcock 

o t n mnn Sn i p · S lmn-hi l l cd l)owi tcher  S e 111 i 11a l 1rntlcd Sa ml p ipc 1 ·  

1 0  Meadowl ark 



Cilaradriiformes, co11 1 i11ucd 

Lcas l  Sandpi per B a i rd ' s  S andpi per Pcclmal Sandpiper 

Purple S a n d p i pe r  D u n l i n  S t i l l  s �rndp i pcr 

R i n g-b i l led G u l l  B l ac k  Tern (E) 
Columbi;forme.1· 

• : •J{ock Dove * Mo u rn i n g  Dove 

Cuculiformes 

Y e l l ow-b i l l e d  C uckoo B l ack- h i l l ed Cuckoo 

Strig(formes 

''' B arn Owl ( E )  C real  H orned O w l  •: S ho rl-carcd O w l  (E) 

Caprimulg(f'onnes 

Com mo n  N i gh th awk 

Apodij'ormes 

C h i m n ey S w i ft Ru by-throated H u  m m  i n gb i  rd 

Picij(mnes 

N orth ern Fl i cker  * Red-headed Woodpecke r  Downy Woodpecker 

Passe14'ormes 

Eastern K i n gb i rd '' Horned Lark Tree S wa l l o w  
B a n k  S wal l ow Rough-w i n ged S wal low •:• B arn S wal low 

C l i ff S wal low Purple M arl i n  B l u e .Jay 

A merican C row Tu f'lecl Ti t mouse •:• House Wren 

Caro l i 11 a  Wren M arsh Wre n ·: ·sedge Wren 
•:• Northern M oc k i ngbird ''Gray Cat b i rd •:• B rown Th rasher 
•:• A merican Ro h i  n * Eastern B l ueb i rd Waler P i p i t  
Cedar Wax w i n g  ''Loggerhead S h rike ( T )  •:• Eu ropean S larl i 11g 
•:• w h i te-eyed V i reo ''' B el l ' s  V i reo "'Warb l i ng V i reo 
•:• Ye l low Warbl e r  Y e l l o w-rum ped W arbler Prai rie Warbl e r  
Pal m  Warbl e r  '''Com mon Ye\ lowthroal • : •y cl  \ ow-breasted Chat 
':' House S parrow B o bo l i n k  :• Eastern Meado w l ark 
•:• '!Western M eadowl ark '''Red-wi n ged B l ackbird Orchard Ori o l e  
:· B �l l l i more Oriole •:•common G rack le  •:• s row n--hcaded Cowbi rd 
•: N orthern Card i na l  ''' B l ue G rosbeak •:• r ncl i go B u n t i n g  
: D i ck c i ssel  House Fi n c h  :• A merican Goldfi n c h  
•:•Eastern Tow hee * S av a n nah S parrow '''G rasshopper S parrow 
' ' H c n s l o w ' s  S parrow ( E )  LeConle 's  S parrow N e l son ' s  S harp-tai l ed S parrow 
V esper S parrow Lark Sparrow Dark-eyed J u nco 
A merican Tree S parrow Chi ppi n g  S parrow •:• Field Sparrow 
W h i le-crowned S parrow W h i te-th roated Sparrow S vv a m p  S parrow 
' Song S parrow Lapland Longspur S m i th ' s  Longsp u r  

T h e  fol l o w i n g  speci e s  h a v e  been recorded b y  olher observers d u ri n g  or be l'ore t o  l h i s  study:  

N ort hern Goshawk 
Y e l l o w  Rai l ( E l  

TOT A L  S PEC I ES :  

B reed i ng :  

Il l inois Th reatened: 

Hlinois E n d angered : 

Vol . '7, N o. ] 

5 
1 6  

Merl i n  S a n d h i l l  Crane ( E )  
Con1 1110n Mourhen ( E )  B u rrow i n o  Owl b 

1 4 5 
1 54 1  KEY: 

B reed i ng :  2 
E -Endan ge.rcd i n  I l l i n o i s  T -Threalcned i n  I l l i n o i s  

B reed i ng :  7 ':' --B ree d i n g  S pecies *') -Probabl e  B reed ing,  b u l  Unconfi rmed 
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Illinois Birding Big Days 
Provide Challenge for the Obsessed 

T here comes a poi n l  i n  e very 

b i rder ' s  l i l'c w h e n  lhc conccpl  o l' 
" b i g" e 11 lcrs l h c  m i n d .  As i i' b i rd i n g  
wcrc n '  l i ntr i n s ica l l y  c apr i c i o u s  and 

i ntensely fru s lrat i n g  eno u g h ,  b i rders 
lend lo pul morc obslacles in lhcir palhs. 
A l'ter  a certa i n  poi nt in a bi rd i ng l i fe,  
w hen a l l  o f· t h e  common spec i es ,  the 

regu lar n esters, the ex peeled 111 igrants,  
and l h c  posl-brcccli 11g wa11dercrs ha vc 
been l i cked o ff a l i s l  in  the home 
r e g i o 1L b i r d e r s  c o n c o c t  
n e w  c h al l enges.  These o rten take lhe 
form o l" a B i g  D ay Contest,  

These c o n l esls  scl  p h y s i c a l  ancl 
l i m e  para meters, c hal  lcng i  ng a h i  rclc1· 
or a team lo l ocate a11d i clc n l i  Fy by 

s i g h t  anti sou ml as 1rnl lly hi rd s 11 c c i c s  

1 2  

as poss i b l e .  The c l a s s i c  c o n tests  
presc r i b e  a geograp h i c  area and s e t  
b i rders loose there for a g i ve n  amount 

of ti m e  lo p i t  strategy, ro ute p l a n ­
n i ng,  a d  v a n c c  scmt l i  11 g,  a ncl i dc n ti fi ­
c a t i o n  s k i l l s  aga i n s l  weather, the va­
garies o f  b i rd m igrat i o n ,  t r:dli c ,  ex­
haust i o n ,  and sensory overload.  

I ma g i n a l i o n  i s  lhc  only l i m i l  lo 
the lypcs of b ig days lhal can be clone. 
There are R ig Days, R i g  M o n l h s .  

B i g  Years, R i g  C o u n t y  Y ears, S i ngle  
S i te Big Years, R i g  S i tes (spec i es 
i d c n l i fi l'd l'rom a s i lt i ng pos i l i o n  i n  
one locat i o n ) .  Some bi rders p i c k  a 
l'am i l y  group a n d  concc11 l ratc a B i g  
Year o r  Day l i c k i n g  o il spec ies  i 11 
l h c  b i 1·d 1·a111 i l y . M ost 0 1· l h csc s i lc 

by Christine Williamson 

and geograp h i c a l l y  restr i cted events  
are al .'m s p l i t  u p  b y  some con testants 
b y  b i rd fam i l y  gro up s .  

A few b i rders do n ' t  rcslr ict  t h e i r  
geograph i c  area. A notab l e  examp l e  

i s  a B r i l i s h  A i rways fl i g h l  atlcndan t 
who l ogged thou sands of m i les a n d  
thou sands o f· b i rds i n  a ro und-thc­
worl d  B i g  Year several  years ago thal  
was made s i g n i fi ca n t l y  easier by the 
n a t u re o r  his  j ob .  

Fund raising 

B i g con lcsts arc o l'ten assoc i ated 

w i t h  l'u n d  ra i s i n g .  Bob C h apel and 
E l i 1abeth C h alo recorded 1 50 spe­

c i es in to la l  in ccn lral I l l i no i s  on 1 1  

Meadowlark 



M ay I 9l)6 a n d  ra i sed m ore than  

$ 1 , 300 /'or Lhe  S .  C h arles Kendreigh 

scho lars h i p  J'u ml /'or av ian researc h .  
The C h i cago A ud u bon Society has 
he ld a Spring Big Day B i rdathon regu­
larl y  Lo rai se cash l'llr its ac t i v i t i e s .  A 
Lake  Cou n ty Learn c o m pr i sed o /' 
S h ery l De V ore, Renee B aade, Dav i r l 
Johm;o11, and Eric Wal ters rai sed $500 
i n  1 996 /'or the I l l i no i s  Audu bon So­
c i e ty S a n c t uary F u n d .  l n  I 9 9 7 ,  
Johnson,  B aade, a n d  De Vore raised 
$500 for Lhe T l l i no is  Ornithological  

Society.  

Some Big Events are s i m p l y  the 
prod u e l  of a feverish b i rder ' s  mind, 
obsessed with b reaki ng some record 
or even  of creati ng a big ca le gory no 
one  ever thought  or before. Many of 
these contests are conducted a l one, 
one bi rder aga i n st t i me and the ele­
ments .  

Big Day syndrome 

J l l i no is  seems espec ia l ly  prone 
lo the 8 i g  S y ndrome .  Localed away 
Crom an ocean and w ithout  m u c h  e l ­
evat ion ,  w i th most o f  i t s  natural l and­
scape a l lcrcd by agri c u l tu re and clc­
vel opmcn l ,  II I i  noi s b ird ing can be 
frustrat ing after most of the reg u lar 
m i grants ancl breeders h a v e  been 
t i c ked off a stale l i s l .  

I t  has taken a l l  of the lup ten  
l i s ters i n  the s late at leasl  J 5 years to 
b u i l d  a statewide b i rd ! i s l  over 365 
(the I l l ino is  O rn  i lhol ogical Records 
Com m i ttee i s  compi l i ng an u pdated 
l i s t  tol,t l i n g  m ore than 400, so there ' s  
;m other c h a l l enge f o r  b i rders ) .  

Lan d locked I l l i no i s  bi rders h av e  
t u rned l o  b i g  contests /'or a l  l easl 45 
years. Early bi rders, such as Chi cago ' s  
fa mous W i l l i a m Drcu l h .  m us l  have 
dev i sed b ig COIJ(es ls  O J' SOlllC k i n e[ lo  
a m u se lhemse l vcs in  the  I lJ20s '1 11d 
I lJ30s. B ut the /'i rsl p u b l i shed recorcl 
o/' an I l l i no i s  8 i g  Day was 24 M ay 
l lJ52  w hen Char l i e  C l ark. l ,auric 
Ii i 11 l 'ord .  and T .  Kcm pc1· logged 1 1 9 
spec ies i n  1 10rt h c rn  I l l i n o i s .  8 i 1 1 /'ord 
: 1 ml C l a rk c x pcr i 1 1w1 1 tcd w i t h H i g  

Vo l .  '7, No, ] 

Days Lhroughou l  lhe 1 960s and J l)70s 
i n  al l seasons or the year w i lh lolals 
thal have been /'a i r ly  di lTi c u l t  lo heal. 
Their su m mer B i g Day lolals of  87 i n  

northern I l l inois o n  2 1  J u l y  J l)83 and 
8 I on 7 August 1 966 were nol  beaten 
un t i l  1 2  J u ne 1 994 by A lan Bran hagen 
and .J. Donaldson . A B i nford-Cl ark­
Westcoll Fall B ig Day w i th I I 5 b irds 
counted on 6 September I 965 was 
on ly  bcalen 27 September 1 99 J w i l h  
a I 2l) species day total from Walter 

M arc i sz ,  Wes S era l' i n ,  and E r i c  
Wai lers. Clark, B i n ford, and Westcott 
st i l l  hold Lhc W i nter B ig Day record 
w i th 66 species seen 4 .January 1 964. 
A chal lenge awai ts ! 

W h i l e  fe w I l l i n o i s  B i g  D a y  
records ex i st from t h e  1 970s, I l l i no i s  
bi rders seemed L o  h a  vc been bacll y 
i nfected by the  b i g  bug in the 1 980s.  
The bug seems be the  most v i ru lc n l  i n  
spr ing .  From the m i d - I 9 80s on ward, 
a central l l l i nois  team , anchored by 
Dave B o h l e n  and V e rn o n  K l een , 
scoured the S an gamon and I l l i no i s  
R i ver  val leys re l i gi ous ly  eve ry May .  
Other cen tra l T l  I i  no i s  learns popped 
u p  fai rl y  reg u l ar ly  during the I lJ80s 
Lo provide some compc l i l i on ,  as d id a 
rotat i n g host o f' nort h e rn  T l l i no i s  
Learns.  A Learn of southern I l l i no is  
b i rders, l i ed together by Todd Fink 
and Judy DeNeal , started sp ic ing up 
the ac t ion i n  the earl y J l)90s. 

T h e  c e ntra l  I l l i no i s  team of 
B o h l e n ,  K l een ,  Bob Randal l ,  M i ke 
W ard, and Pal Ward fi nal l y  h i t  1 75 
species on 9 May I 9lJ4, soundly heat­
i ng the i r  prev ious  B i g  Day best - 1 7 3 
species on 6 M 'l Y  1 986 .  The n u c l e u s  
o f  t he cen tral I l l i n o i s  team, w h i c h  
raises money through i ls B i g  D ay 
eflorts lo benefit the Adams Wi ld l i fe 
Sanctuary, held l) or t h e  top 20 B i g  
Day lotct l s  a s  o f  L h c  end o f  1 996,  the 
latest  p u h l i shccl data. W i t h  such l on g  
e x perience a n d  i n l i m ate knowl edge 
or t h e i r  chosen geograph i c  area, the 
cen tral I l l i nois learn m e m bers were 
lhc obv i ous t argcl 1·m Learns from 
s o u t h e rn  and northern I l l i n o i s  t o  
heal . S o L 1 t h e rn  < l lld 11 mlhcrn [ J l i no is  

B ig  Day teams have spe n l  lhe  ensu­
i ng years s i nce I l)94 stri v i ng lo add 
the few b i rds needed lo pass up cen­
t ra l  T l l i no is .  

A southern I l l i n o i s  team o /' F i n k .  
De Nea l ,  Ke i th  M c M u l l c 1 1 ,  a n d  M .  
Seiffert h i l  1 7 3 i 11 1 995.  The team, 
without Fink and Se iffert, bul  with 
the addi t i on o f' Dan K asseba u m ,  h i l  
1 75 i n  both J l) %  and 1 997 . The cen­
tral T l l inois team of Bohlen  and Kleen 
and Pat , M i k e ,  and To n y  W a rd 
matched the i r  I 75 record on 1 1  May 
I 997 . 

A n orthern I l l i no is  team com­
pri sed o f  D a v i d  M a n d e l l ,  S te v e  
M l odinow, Joh n  O ' B rien ,  ancl S her­
man S u ter h i t  J 63 on I 5 M ay 1 99 3 .  
I n  1 994, the Lcam added B ob Hughes 
and tal l ied 1 54 on a 1 4  May B i g  Day. 
On 20 M ay 1 995,  Mande l l .  Robcrl 
Hughes, O ' B rien.  and Sebastian Patli 
managed 1 7 3 for a B i g  Day Learn 
total and on I I M ay 1 996, h i l  J 74 
w i t h  the addit ion of S teve B a i ley bu t  
i t  wasn ' t  u nt i l 1 7  May 1 997 Lhat the 
same Learn, w i th M l od i now, fi na l l y  
beat t h e  record w i th a Learn Lota] of 
1 76.  ln a l l ,  the team i dent ified I 84 
spec i es on t h e  1 997 B ig Day, bu t  by 
the A merican B i rcl ing Assoc i at ion ' s  
95 % ru le  for B i g D ay co m peti t i ons ,  
the  shared total. wh ich i s  what coun ts, 
for lhe learn m u s l  be at leasl  95% or 
t he gran d total . 

Strategies of play 

W h i l e  B i g  D ay compcl i l ion  here 
i n  T l  l ino i s  has yet to reach the fever 
p i tch  i t  docs for New Jerse y ' s  World 
Series o r  B i rd i ng, where tact ics an d 
rare b i rd s ighl i ngs the  week before 
lhc  contest are often kepl  stri c t l y  
con Ci denti al , I l l i no is '  l h ree m a i n  B i g  
Day squads each employ rather di /'­
fcrc n l  strategi es .  What ' s  most i nter­
est i n g  abo u l  Lhc strategy side o r· the 
8ig D ay game is  l h at al l  three ap­
proaches seem lo be w orki n g. The 
team total s ,  af'lcr al l ,  re main  ncck­
and-neck.  B ig Day strateg i es are de­
pende n t  on Lhc: personal i l ies  on a given 
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learn and t h e  i n terests and s l re ng l h s 

of' each J l le ll l ber. 

The strategy o f ' l he s o u t h e rn  I l l i ­

n o i s  team h as c ha nged s i nce h n k 

passed a way and Mc M u l l en took over 
t he scou t i n g l'or t h e  gro u 11 ,  sa i d Judy 

D e  N ea l .  "Kei th M c M u l l en  has been 

ram rodd i ng the sco u t i ng pan or lhc 

eq ua t i on . He comes d o w 11 h ere ( lo 

s o u t h e rn  I l l i n o i s )  e v ery week e n d  

l'ro l ll t h e  e n d  o r  M a rc h a n d  e v e n  o n  
sollle weekdays u n t i l  t h e  cou n l day," 
she sa i d . '·He gels l o know w he re 

e v ery b i rd i s ,  how l on g it h as been 
t h e re ,  and whal leal ' we can !'i n cl i l on .  
Todd (Fi n k )  had a fa i r  n ot ion uf 

w here l o  fi nd t he b i rds,  but h e  cl icl n ' l 
scope every t h i n g  o u t  q u i te l h is t hor­

ough l y . "  The southern I l l i no i s  leam 
rel ies  0 11 a rou t e  t h �1 t lakes t h e m  

t h rough a w i de var ie ty  o r  hab i tats , 

mov i n g  l'rom o w l s  to ra i l s  and b i tterns 

by n i gh t i n Sa l i ne Cou n ly ,  lo warb l er 

i 11 r·ore s l s  al Pomona or A ltwood 

R i dge , lo s hore b i rds , l i nger i n g wa­

te rfow l , ancl B a l d Eag l e s  i n  P u l ask i  
Co u 11 ly . The t e a m  l'i n i sh e s  u p  i 11 
marsh y  w e t l ands i n  S l .  C l a i re or 

M ad i so n  Cou n t i es where i l  scoops 

up 1-c 11 1a i 11 i ng ra i l s ,  a l l  lhe  herons,  
gu l l s . lcrn s ,  a n d  Co m mon Moo rh e n . 

Southern I l l i nois '  earl ier spri ng 

means t h at the  lcam has i ts best sho l 

at b reak i ng rec ords i i' l h e  B i g D ay i s  

done i n  l h e  ri rs l  week 0 1· May , when 
D e  N ea l sa id  t he re ' s  st i l l  a good 
c h ance or ri nd ing  l i 11 ger i n g  duc ks  
a n d  ear l y s h o re b i rds.  " Y o u  l rade 
shore b i rds l'or d u c k s  clown here i i ' 

you do lhe B i g  Day any l ater ," s h e  

s a i d .  T h e  s o u t h e rn l t: a lll doe s n ' t 
t y p i ca l l y  gel many or lhc  ! ale-arr i v ­
i ng warb l e rs ,  such  as Cape M a y ,  
Con1 1ec l i c u t ,  and M ou rn i ng by run­
n i n g i ls B i g Day i n  ea rl y  M ay .  "B ul 

i i . m i gra t i o n i s  good ,  we u s ua l l y gel 
a l 111 o s l  a l l  or t h e  w arb l ers , "  s a i d  
De N e a l . " T h e  rea l  p ro b l em can b e  

l h c  weathe1·." she added . "Ir y o u  don · 1 
h ave I () ( )  b i rds by 8 , 1 . 1 1 1 .  because l h c  
wu1 t h er i s  bad 0 1 ·  l he 111 ig r< 1 l i o 1 1 1 s  
very s l ow, l l i c n  y o 1 1 ' ;·e s u n k . " 

1 4  

E x h a u st i o n  i s  a n o t h e r L1c l o r . 

"Our biggest problem is sta1 11 i na .  To 

go f'm11 1  1 1 1 i d n i g h l  lo I 0 p . m .  i s  j us l  

100 e x h aus t i n g , "  Oc N ea l s a i d .  The 

so u th e rn I l l i n o i s  team s l opped al 

I J :  I S  p.  n1 . i 11 I 'l'J7 ,  as soo11 as t hey 

knocked o lT m1 rn hcr  1 7 5 ,  becau s e  t i l e  

t e a m  W<1n lecl lo malch l h e  rccmcl and 
was loo t i re d  lo 1 1·y lo bcal i t .  

N ew strategy 
in the north 

The n o rthern I l l i n o i s  l ca111 has 

changed i ts tact ics  o v e r  l hc years and 
l h e  pay -o il was l hc record-brea k i n g 
I CJ97 B i g  D ay lotal 0 1· 1 76 .  M a n de l l  

s a i d  t h e  team now s larls i n  cen tral  
1 1  l i n o i s ; ind moves norlh w arcl , re vers­
i n g lhe pattern of predecessors i n  B ig 
D ay contes t s .  I I  I i  no i s h'1s l radi  l ion­

a l l y  been d i v i ded i n lo l h ree p<t l 'ls for 

class i ficat ion of 13 i g Days - northern, 
ce n t ra l  and southe rn - bul  Manci e l !  

s a i d  l h e  l i 11es are b l u rri ng . "We look 
t h e  rou t e  th al Joel CJ reen berg de v i sed 

i n  lhe 1 970s and Cl i pped iL He used 

to go l'rom north to s o u l h ,  bul we 
rcal i Lecl l h at i l  was hel ler  lo ge l t h e  

sou thern spec i e s  i n  t h e  earl y parl o f  

t h e  day 'i n cl l h a t  y o u  c o u l d  k e e p  
p u s h i n g  ra rl h e r  a n d  l'a r l h e r  i n to 

Lake Coun ty  ( i n  northern I l l i no i s ) ,  i f  

you have l i me a l  t he end o l' t h e  day . "  

The n or th/ce nlral  le a m '  s s trategy 
i s  lo spend th e  weeks hc l'orc t h e  B i g 
Day scou t i n g  by te l ep hone . 'The 

phone scout i n g is  as i mportan l as t h e  

fi e l d  scou t i n g , p rn bab l y more so r·or 
u s ,  bec a u s e  none o r  u s  can take l wo 
w eeks off be fore the contest ,  I i ke 

some people do fo r lhc  N e w  Jersey 

Wo r l d  S e r i e s  o l' B i rd i ng , "  s a i d 

Mande l l .  B u t  as lhe learn gels c l oser 

Lo the 8 i g Day , the 111 osl i 111 po rtan L 
scou t i n g i s  done by phone i n  lhe l as l 

l'o u r  day s . The com p i l e r ul '  t i l e  C h i ­

cago A ud ubon Soc i ety ' s rare Bird 
A l e rt , R i c h  8 i ss ,  am\ many ot hers 

h e l p the team stake oul known s i tes 
l0or breed i n g �1nd m i gra n t  b i rd s .  wh i ch 
a i d s  i 11 rnulc p l a 11 11 i n g . 

B < 1 i l cy does most o l' t he scou t i ng 

i n  cen t ra l parts o f' t he s ta te .  o· B rien 

and M ande l l  spe nd hou rs p l an n i ng 

lhe  m u l e  i n  t h e  wee ks bcJorc the B i g  

Day , o l'Le n argu i n g u n l i l  1 1  : 3 0  Jl . l l l .  

O il l h c  n i ght  o i' th e CO\ l (C'l .  

The 11 mth/ce ntra l team concc1 1 -
1 1·ates on b 1Ted i n g b i  rd .-; , said M a11del  I ,  
ass u 111 i 1 1g lhal n1 � 1ny 1 1 1 i gra 11 t s w i l l  
b e  p i c ked u p  a l ong t he w; 1y a s  lhe  
team l i c k s  o il breedc 1·s . The g ro u p  

makes s ure i t  h i ts s i tes ror wood l and 

and grass l and b reeders al  dawn wh en 
e very t h i ng i s s i ng i n g . Peop l e assume 

the learn i s  conccn l ra l i ng on ge l l i ng 

rnigranls  a l on g Lake M i ch igan,  b u l  

Ma 11 de l l  s a i d  l h e  team on ly v i s i ts 

t wo m i gran t t raps, Jackson Park a n d  

Rai n bow Beac h .  Because traffi c i s  

so bad i n  lhc ci ty,  the learn has  t o  get 

back un lhc road lo get Lake County 
breeders and can ' t  afford to waste 
l i 111e v i s i t i n g other l ak el'rn n l  m i gran l  
t raps ,  h e  sai d .  "The rou te p l an n i n g i s  

i m ponan l  nol  o n l y  lo i n su re good 
b i rd s ,  b u l  a l so to make s u re you d i s­
t ri b u te i n terest i ng b i rds t hrou gh o u t  

the clay.  The pe ri od b e t  w e e n  I I : 3 0  
a n d  2 :0 ( )  p . 11 1 .  can b e  s low,  s o  you 

need lo keep th e  adre 1r n l i n  m o v i ng.  I I' 
you p l cm Lhc route ri gh t , you c a n  g i ve 
t he learn l i l l l e  boosts, so alle n l i o n  

doe s n '  l c l  rag and energy leve ls  s lay 
up. You a l so need someone to keep 
the peace and lo be a ti me keeper. 
You have lo keep m ov i n g. " 

Less formal strategy 

V e rn o n  K l e e n  said h i s  learn i n  

cent ra l  I l l i n o i s  " i s  st i l l try i n g  t o  fi g­

u re o u t  how to do this .  We haven ' t  
l'o u n d  a groove that  w i  1 1  make su re 
we' re successfu l year after year. I l 

does make us w an l Lo re pea l i l aga i n 
and aga i n i n  h ope s we ' l l rea l l y gel i l  

r i g h l  one o r  these days . "  

The c e n t ra l  I l l i no i s  le�1111 l ms  a 
J 'a i r l y  s tandard ro ute l h at takes i n  
what  l i l l l c  rea l l y good n a tu ra l h a b i tat 

rema i n s  in  l h c  l a 1·ge l y agr i c u l l u rn l 

1·eg i u n  - t h e  I l l i no i s  R i ve r V a l l ey , the 

Sa nga 1 1 1on R i v e r  V a l ley  an d  J ,akc 
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Chautau qua .  The team does n '  L do 

m u c h  advance .'ico u t i n g  and usual l y  

p l ans L h e  detai l s  of  t he rou t e  about 

ha i r  an hour before h i l l i ng Lhe B i g  
Day road. "We don ' L  have a s  great 
organ i zat i on as some other Leams. 
B u l  we have a l ot of charac lers on the 
Lcam w h i c h  h e l p u s  out a l ot .  M i ke 
Ward beats the  b u s h es and Dave 
B o h l e n  pushes unl i t  Lhc  l as l  m i n ute. 
H ' s the  only time i n  the  year w e  get 
Logclher and i t' s  fun .  We' re comforl­
able w i t h  each o lher," sai d K l een .  

The team does try to Lake i nto 
accoun l  t h e  e p h e m eral wet lands ,  

flooded fi e lds ,  and changing condi­
t ions of the  terri tory cau sed by the 
amo u n t  of rain in Lhe season.  D uri ng 
one y ear, for in stance, Sand Lake 
n ear H a v a n n a  w i l l  h o l d  e n o u g h  
waler t o  provide pcrCcc l  shorebird 
h abitat .  In 1 997,  the fie ld was dry 
enough for Lhe farmer w ho owns it to 
p lant  corn. "Someti mes we j usl don ' L 
have Lhe k ind of h abi tat avai t able 
aro u n d  here for a l arge v ari ety of 
bi rds," sai d K l een .  " B i rds are con­
c e n t rated a l o n g  L a ke M i c h i g a n ,  
which helps o u t  for B i g  Days u p  
there, a n d  there ' s  deep r ore s t  and 
open in gs i n  sou lhern I l l i nois ,  w h i ch 
he lp  those teams. B ut w e ' re more 
l i mited down here, al though we never 
ru n into Lraffi c j ams ."  

Wi t h  so much  of t h e  tea m ' s  
chances for success dependent on 
weather and mi grat ion,  K leen said 
they Lry to concentrate on fi n di n "  
mi grant birds, si nce the breeding bird: 
tend to be on territory and easier to 
fi nd .  Agai n ,  u n sui lablc h abi tat can 
l i m i t  the team ' s  ab i l i ty  Lo turn up 
1rngrants, because Lhere are few pl aces 
where bi rds are concentralecl on Lhe.i r 
way n orth.  

K leen said the Leam face.'; the 
same c h al l e. ngc everyone e l se on a 
B i g  Day docs :  Keepi ng energy levels  
constant .  "Any l i ttl e  l apse of atten­
t ion can cost the team a cruc ia l  b i rd 
or Lwo," he sai d .  
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Why do it? 

The ana logy of Big Days and 
di sease, above ,  was not acc idental . 
Some peopl e can go very far over­
board i n  the B i g  p u rs u i t  game, but 
Lhcy have L h e i r  reasons .  M ac k l i n  
S m ith  descri bed h i s  S horeb i rd B ig 
Year i n  the June  1 993 issue of Birdin,; . 

"Tn Lh i s  ennui ,  T agai n en lerla i ned 

the Lhoughl  Lhat m y  S h orebi rd B i g  
Year m i gh t  b e  an i n ane enterpri se. 
Compel i  L ion cerlai  n ly wasn ' t  t h e  
point  - l was far, Car ahead o r  J ames :  
four species. Ncilhcr was  sc ience  t h e  
poi nt, G o d  k n o w s .  T h e  poin l  w a s  i n  
the  p l eas u re o f  hav i n g  a sus lai necl 
personal m i ssion, a special  obsession 
that m i g h t  a lso, j ust i nc i den ta l l y ,  
make a n  i m pression o n  L h e  bird i n "  b 
comm unity :  namely, Mack] in S m i th 
w i l l  h ave seen more shorebirds in a 
single year than any other birder h as 
seen or wil l  ever see . . .  The poi nt w as 
v anity, then,  wasn ' t  i t?  Unfortunately ,  
I w as t o o  e x peri enced an observer 
not  to know i l .  Yet t here seemed so 
much  else at p l ay i n  t h i s  enterprise, 
and I I ell that  too. I had come Lo feel 
t h at 1 wanted to h ang out  more w i t h  
s horebi rds. T t  fel t  l ike love ."  

"There ' s  a l i t t le  c raz i ness i n­
vol ved," adm i tted Mandel l .  "It ' s  a 
competit ion w it h  yourse lf. A B i <r 
Day i s  a lo t  l i ke a S pri ng Cou n t  and 
a Chris tmas Count rol l ed together 
and i t ' s  more sus lai nable  than a B ig 
M o n t h  - you  can '  l l i v e  on that  l i tlle 
s leep for a who le  m o n l h .  You don ' L  
do any real spr i ng bird i n g ,  i f  you ' re 

doi ng a B i g Day.  You have to scou l .  
However, I do n ' t  fun c lion  wcl  I w i th ­
out  e igh t  hours of  s leep,  b u l  I can  
fu nction j u s t  fi ne on a B ig Day wi th­
out  any  s l eep. I l ov e  the pl a n n i n g as 
much as Lhe  exec uti on ,  the  stralcgy 
and gam i n g  aspec ls .  

"Peopl e  who h aven ' t  done a D i g  
D a y  can ' t  appreciate the adrenal i n  
rush ,"  said D e  Neal . "lt ' s  the  mosl 
ex haust ing fu n you ' l l  ever have .  I t ' s  
D i rcl Golf '  One o f  these days, Lhc  

b i rds, the weather and the  p l a n n i ng 
w i l l  come together  and you ' l l  hav� 
Lhe most fu n you ' v c  c ver h ad bi rdi 1 1" 

That ' s  why l do i l . "  
o ·  

Evcryone agrecd that T ! l i no is '  B ig  
Day total for spri ng can  go h i gher.  J 11 

1 996, t ht: l a lesl  year o f  p u b l i shed 
records,  w h e n  I l l i nois learns h i l  1 75 ,  
o u l  o f  1 8  l B i g  Days recorded n at i on­
w i de ,  16  total s were over 1 75 .  As o r· 
1 996, some of t h e  stale B ig Day tota ls  

ahead ofl l l ino is '  were M ary l and wi Lh 
206, Kan sas with 205 , l ow a w i l h  204 
and Cal i forn i a  wi th  1 96 .  Wiscons in < 
h ighest B i g  Day total is 1 84 .  

K l een said he thought  a "200 total 
day in I l l i nois  is  poss ib le  i f  e ve ry 
s ingle th ing  goes righ l ."  Mande l l  said 
he thought a 1 94 Big Day was q u i te 
poss ib le .  B ut he cautioned that T l l i ­
noi s '  total w i l l  remai n w e l l  below t h e  
possi b i l i ties o n  t he coasts and i n  t h e  
mountai ns .  'Those states h a v e  e le­
ments T 1 I  i n oi s j u s t  can ' t  rep!  icate, 
w ater and eleval ion . I l l i n o i s  j u s t  
does n ' t  have  L h c  water l i ke Iowa, 

Kansas, and W iscons i n  do. They al l 
get better cl ucks and Kansas gets the  
western birds we clon ' t  easi ly  - W hite­
faced Ibis ,  B l ack Rai l and S nowy 
Plover ."  

B ut somet i mes I l l inois  does re­

ward those w h o  try very hard. De 

Neal said the bes l  B i g  Day her south­
ern I l l i no is  team ever h ad was the 
n i ght  the  team was p l ay i n g  a tape to 
attract Leas l B i t tern i n  a stri p m i n e  
s ubsidence area. A B l ac k  Rai l an­
swered the Lape, scol di ng and i rate.  It 
was a l i fe bird for every member or 
Lhe Learn,  bu l the reward was l i m i led . 
The B la c k  Rai l refused to answer a 

B l ac k  R ai l tape .  The g ro u p  sur­
rou nded Lhc  spot the  bird had cal l ed 
from and s lowly  drew i n  Lhe c i rc l e  
w i th flash l ighls a l  t h e  ready .  The bird : 
however, fl u ttered off i n to the dark 
and never cal l ed agai n .  

--Ch risti11e Williom.1·1111 
'1.li /3 N. Clure11do11 
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Breaking the State Big Day Record 

TL w as fi ve 111 i m1 Lcs alkr m i d­

n i ght  on 1 7  M ay 1 997 and no s i g n  
o l' S le vc H a i ley .  W h e n  B o b  H u ghes.  

S lc v c  M l od i no w ,  J o h n  O ' B r i e n .  
Scbas l i an Patt i ,  and l h acl arri ved a l 
Park ing Lot 8 of the I roquois Conscr­

val ion  A rea i n  central l l l i no i s  h a i r an 

hour  earl i er, the sky h ad been c l ear 
and lhe  ai r sti l l .  A W h ip-poor-w i l l 

sang l o u d l y  from what see rned j u sl a 

l"ew h u nd red feet away, and we c o u l d  
h e a r  t he fl i g h l n o lcs o f  t h ru s h e s  a n d  

warbl ers a s  t hey passed overhead . 
B ut now the w i n d  had p i cked up,  the 
W h i p-poor-w i l l  was q u ic l , and t here 
were 110 m i gra n t s  lo be heard. 

M ost i mporta 11 l l y ,  lherc s t i l l  was 

no S teve .  

T h i s  was 1 1 0  way lo s tart o u r  ri rth 
t ry a l  a n  I l l i no i s  big d ay record. We 
h ad come so c l ose the l as t  l wo years 

_ ----..,_ ·- .- ...-. · -� 

- 1 73 s pe c i es both t i mes - a n d  we 
were co n v i nced t h  al  t he route we had 
sell  l ed o n  l he prcv i ous year wou Id 
ri n a l l y  y i c l cl  a new s tate record. 

Our fi rst rou te h ad covere d  on l y  
Cook an d Lake C o u n l i c s .  We h ad 
now expanded lo s i x coun l ics and 
over 400 mi Jes .  Each year  we also 
spen t more t ime in lhe Ci e lcl  slaki ng 
o u t  bi rds ,  a n d  Oil l he phone,  Ci n d i n g  
o u l  Crom others w h at w a s  aro u nd .  
Last year h ad been part i c u l arl y fru s­
l ral ing . For l h e  fi rs t t i  me we h ad tr ied 
a rou le combi n i n g centra l  T l l i no i s . 
w i lh i ts  1·ie l d  a n d  wood l a n d  breeders. 

w i l h  the s l oughs and l a ke rro n l o r  
t he northern part o f  t h e  .-;tale .  A cold 
w i n d b l e w  a l l  n i g h t  a n d  a l l  cl ay 
keep i n g  the  b i rds al most  cornplc le l y  
.-; i l ent .  At 3 a . rn . ,  with o n l y th ree 
species we had rel reated to the Oak 
R i dge Tru c k  S top for pancakes and 

by Dav i d  P. Mandel l 

eggs. Dcsp i le the  n asty weather and 
our hou r- l ong brca k l'a s l ,  we m �\ 11 -

agcd - w ith the h e l p  o r  e i g h t  spec ies 

o l"gu l l s - Lo ri n i s h j us l  lwo shy of lhe 
record . We knew lhal  w i l h  a l i l l le 
better l u c k  we cou l d  break 1 75 .  

B u l  now i t w as pasl  m i d n i g h t ,  
and there w a s  n o  s i g n  of the \cam 

m e m be r  respon s i b l e  for lhe who l e 
southern h a l f  or o u r  ro ute.  

A p a i r or h e ad l i g h l s fi n a l l y  
emerged a t  the end of the romL and 
soon S teve was l eap i ng Oll l  o r  h i s  
car.  H e  had been de l ayed a l  a fam i l y  
grad uat ion part y ,  b u l  h ad made i t  
l'rom Dan v i l le ,  I l l i n o i s ,  a s  q u i c k l y  
a s  he cou Id .  Adrenal  i 11 and callci n e  
were now coursi ng through our ve i ns 

as we h eaded o il. The w i n d  co n t i n ­
u ed lo gai n s peed . S t u mb l i ng i n  the 
dark ness through the br i ars and un-

0
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derbru s h ,  we soon found o u rsel ves 

on the  edge of lhc  l arge wcl p ra i r i e  
a l  Lhe h ca rl of I roq uois  Coun t y ,  T h e  

w i n d  d i d  not see m t o  bother the  
1-lcns low ' s  Sparrow.  We a l most i m ­
mcdi  ale I y heard l W O  0 I' LJ1cm S i  n g i  I lg.  
However, the Sedge Wrens,  usua l l y  
mon� n u m erous and vocal t h �rn the 
1-lcn s low ' s , were s i l e n t .  A n  A meri ­
can Woodcock began Lo pcc n l  soft ly ,  
and we heard the  tw i tter i n g  o f  w ings  
�1s another one  descended through Lhc 
air in its d i sp l ay fl i g h t .  B u t  no Sedge 
Wren s .  Nol w a n t i ng to waste any­
more t i  me, w e  retreated back t hrough  
the woods. A W h i p-poor- wil l  fi n al l y  

re-awoke and sang a few d i s tan t  
notes as we reached the v a n .  

A q u ick trip t o  the  other s ide of 
the  meadow proved fru i tl ess .  The 
w i nd was even more pers i ste n t  and 
the  Sedge Wrens m a i n ta i ned the i r 
s i lence.  We raced north toward n ear­
by S t .  Anne  Woods hop i n g  to h ear 
tbe pa i r of mockingbirds that  B ob 
had staked out  earl i er, and maybe to 
p i c k  up a screech or Great Horned 
O w l .  The wind h ad the same effect  
as clown i n  Iroquo is .  The e xperience 
was too rem i n i scent of the  prev i o u s  
year. We h eaded sou th  t o  Danvi l l e. .  

l t  was  n early 3 a . m .  when  w e  
reached t h e  parki n g  lot o !' th c  D an v i l l e  
W a l m art, o u r  s t ake-o u t  s p o t  for 
Common N i g h t h a w k .  There were 
n o  n i gh t l1awks. B ut the  w i n d  was 
beg i n n i ng to s ubs i de .  John and Bob 
heard thrush fl ight  call s .  We agreed 
on a few S w ai n so n ' s  Thru shes,  b u l  
found the rest of the cal I s  too fleeting 
for po s i t i ve i d e n l i fi c at i o n .  S eb ' s  
kee n ears p icked o u t  a coup le  of 
B obol i n ks fl y i n g  over, b u t  the rest 
o f  u s  w o u l d  have to w a i t  for dayl i gh t  
for o u r s .  After a q u i c k  c h at w i t h  the 
confused b u t  l'ri end ly  n i g h t  watch­
man we were on our way to Kcnnekuk 
Marsh . 

W c were n o t  more t h an ha!  I' a 
mi l e  from t h e  Wal mart w h e 11 Steve 

.s l am m ed 0 11 the b reaks and pu l l c.d 
the van lo the s ide u l' th c  road. "There 
lhc:y are," he yel l ed. Two n ighthawks 

VoL ?,  No, 1 

graecl 'u l l y  h u n ted i n sects ben eath 
the s treet lamp just i n  fron t  us .  A Cle r  
a q u i c k  l ook hy al I ,  S t e v e  g u n n ed t h e  
e n g i n e , and w e  co n t i n ued o n  to 
Kcnnekuk.  

By t h e  t ime we got  t here, Lhc 
weather  had fu r ther  i m p ro v e d .  T t  
was now cai rn and mi ld .  We soon 
added Sora, V i rg i n i a  Rai l ,  ancl Yel ­
low-breas ted Chat.  Feel i n g  hopefu l ,  

w e  drove  over t o  O l d  N e w e l l  Road. 
I t  was now t i m e  for S teve  B ai l ey to 
work h i s  mag i c .  

"Wh o-Cooks-For- Y o u , "  S le v e  
howled .  

"Who-Cooks-For-You," a B arred 
Owl bell owed back.  Anot her joi ned 
in .  The two owls conti n ued their cl10-
rus back and forth as we sped off for 
Danv i l le Ai rport. 

The sky w as already begi n ni n g  to 
l i g h te n  and turn purple w h e n  we ar­
ri  vcd. The grass! and b i rds were i n  
fu l l  song, and we soon added Savan­
nah and Grass hopper Sparrow, East­
ern Meado w lark, and Upl an d  Sand­
p i per, as wel l as the first of our 
common b i rds i ncl ud i n g  Common 
Grackle ancl A merican Robi n .  As we 
h eaded away from the a i rport Bob 
and I both g l i mpsed w h at looked 
l i ke  a Be l ted K i n gfi sher  diving off 
of a telephone  w i re and i n to a d i t c h .  
We a l l  agreed that the  dawn w a s  too 
precious  to waste on a kingfisher. 
We were s u re to get another one, so 
t here was no poi n t  i 1 1  turning  back. 

I t  was now 5 : 30 a. 111.  and we 
were back on Old N ewe l l  Road. B i rds 
were everywhere. 

"Yel l o w - throalcd Warbler and 
Pani l a  s i ng i n g  off Lo your l eft ,"  B ob 
ca l l ed .  

"There i s  a Prothonotary on t h e  
o t h e r  s i de or t h e  road. l a lso g o t  a 

p i l eated work i n g  on a dead t:·ec," 
yel l ed Joh n .  

" D i d  everyone c atch t h e  W h i le­
breastecl N u t h atch and the Caro l i n a  
C h i ckadee i 1 1  t h e  t ree r i ght  above 
u s 'l" S e b  asked. 

" N o , "  S te v e  M o l i d i n o w  a n ­
swered, "bu t I got both Red-be l l i ed 
and Red - headed Woodpec kers over 
h ere . "  

'There ' s  a l"lock oJ' Wood D ucks 
fl y i n g  over," I c h i pped i n .  

I n  l i tt l e  over a n  hour  we added 
close to 60 spec ies,  i nc l ud i n g  1 8  s pe­

c i es o r  warb l ers .  The next fou r  hours 
were equal l y  fra n t i c .  A t  Kcnnckuk, 
we added s u c h  goodies as Orchard 
Or io le ,  Ken t ucky Warbl e r, W i l low 
Flycatcher, and B e l l ' s  and Ph i l ade l ­
p h i a  V i reo. W e  con t i n ued on thro u <r h  
t h e  M i dd l e fork R i ver Val l ey ,  p i c k i  �g 
u p  Cooper' s  Hawk,  Lark Sparrow,  
and D i c kc i s s e l , and u p  t h ro u g h  
M i clford, L icki n g  off Western M ead­
owlark a n d  Vesper Sparro w .  

T h e  team w a s  a l so work i n g  w e l l  
a s  a group .  T h e  previous year, c o l d  
and fat igue h a d  broken down o u r  
d i sc ipl i ne,  a n d  we h ad s trayed apart 
one too many L imes.  Th i s  year we 
were s t icking toge ther. John o n l y  
h ad t o  c h astise u s  o n c e  or t w i ce for 
wandering.  The great condi t i o n s  and 
the  great b i rds m ade easi er, des p i te 
the  l ac k  of s l eep, to keep al ert . 

T h e re h ad c e rt a i n l y  b e e n  a 
push  of m i grants t h e  n ig h t  before. 
Thrushes,  v i reos, and wa;blcrs were 
everywhere we stopped. Desp i te the  
great v ar i ety of  b i rds, I was gelt i  n g  a 
l i tt le  n e rvous .  We were constant l y  
addi n g  n e w  a n d  unexpected species­
a pa i r  of B l ack-b i l led C uckoos s i t­
t in g  in a b u s h  r ight next  Lo the  v a n ,  
u n a n t i c i pated Orange-crowned and 
M o urn i n g  War b l ers, a cou p l e  of 
W h i te-ru mped S andpi pers m i xed in 

with a flock of Leas t Sandp ipers, 
and, oddest of al l ,  a m id-morn i n g  
G reat Horned O w l ,  fl y i ng over t h e  
road w i t h  a s nake i 11 i ts tal ons.  How­
ever, we were st i l l  m i ss ing a n u mber 
or  b i rds tha t  we were not goi n g  t o  

g e t  a t  a l l  i f  we d id  not  fi n d  them on 
the  sout hern end of our rou te .  We h ad 
a l most  f'i n i sh ed t h e  Dan v i l l e  area 
a n d  s t i l l  were  w i t h o u t  S u m m e r  

Tan ager , Lou i s i a n a  Watcr l h r u s h ,  
C e ru l e a n  a n d  Pra i r i e  W a r b l e r , 
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Northern M o c k i ng b i rd ,  a n d  North ­

e rn  13 o b w h i  le .  

S t i l l ,  i L  was on ly  I ( ) a . Ill . and w e  

h ad 1rni1T than I 14 s pec i e s .  We we1'C 
wel l a head o f' l as t  yea 1·' s pace. How­
evn, I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  we c o u l d  111 i ss so 
rn a 11 y  " s o u t h e rn s "  and s t i l l  b reak t h e  
record.  A fter a b o u  l l h c  l'i f'lh t i  111c I 
had I i s led o lT a l l  these rn i sscs,  e very­

one was j u st about read y to d ri ve o il 
w i lh o u l  rn c .  

l g 1 10 r i 11 g  e v e ry o n e ' s  w ra t h ,  I 
s u gges ted that  we a l ter o u r  rou te .  
I n stead u /' s h o o t i n g  up R o u t e  57 a n d  
to R i verdal e Quarry bcCore g o i n g  o n  
to L a k e  Cal u m e t  i n  s o u t h e rn  Cook 
Cou n ty ,  we s h o u l d  i ns tead go back 
lo I ro q u o i s ,  and see i f  we cou Id c l ean 
u p  Sedge Wre n ,  mock i n gb i rd ,  and 
bob w h i t e  be l'ore c o nt i n u i n g  o n  to the 
n o rt h .  Even though we were a l  ready 
c l ose to ha lf  an hour beh i  ml s c h ed u l e , 
e v e ry o n e  agreed. 

W h e n  we ret u rn e d  to I ro q u o i s  a l  

I 0 : 1 0  a . 111 . ,  i l  was as 111 uch di fl'cre n l  
t h a n  i t  h ad been n i n e  h o u rs earl i er. 
The s u n  was u p ,  t h e  ai r was s t i l l ,  and 
i l  was getti n g  hot .  I d i d n ' t  rn i n d  get­
t i n g  my feet wel  as we w a l ked i n to 
t h e  ta l  I ,  w e l  gra s s .  S edge Wrens were 
now c h at te ri n g  every w h e re .  Hop i n g  
l o  s e e  o n e  o f  L h e  N o rt h e rn  Harr i e rs 
Lhat  sornet imes breeds i n  t h e  p ra i r i e ,  
we wal ked i n  farther .  A sparro w  flew 
up r·rom j us t  a 1·ew feet away . I t  was 
s h o rt t a i l e d  and had a n  orange cast .  

" I t ' s  a LeCon te ' s .  T k n o w  i ts  got  
to be a LeCon Le ' s ," I y e l led ,  w a v i ng 
my hand Lowards · where it  h a d  gone 
dow11 ,  deep i 1 1 10 l h c  g :i-ass .  W c q u ic k l y  
I d  I i n l o  for111 ati o11 a n d  rn archcd l o  
l h e  s p o t .  I t  s p u ttered o il agai 1 1 ,  t h i s  
L i m e  choos i n g  to l and i n  t h e  open u p  
i n  a b u s h .  We headed b a c k  to t h e  van 
and north lo w here we h ad m i s .sccl t h e  
moc k i 11gb i 1·ds ear l i e r  t h at m o rn i 1 1 g .  
The moc k i n g b i rds were 1 1 0 w  s i 11 g i n g  
away,  j o i 1 1ed b y  a bobw h i te .  Even 
t h o u g h  we were now over a n  h o u r  
heh i ncl sched u l e ,  w e  l e l'l I ro q u o i s  a n d  
l l caclcd o ff for C 1 1  i c ago l'cc l  i ng c l a l c c l .  

The e l at i o n ,  howe ver, w a.s s h or l-

1 i ve d .  S teve t h o u g h t  t h e  van was 
starl i n g  Lo  d r i v e  r·u n n y  and p u l l ed lo  
Lhe s i de o r  t h e  road.  The rear l e ft t i re 
was g o i n g  so l"t . We m ade i t  lo t h e  

11carcsl  g a s  s t a t i o n  i n  M om e nc e ,  n e ar 
K a 11 kakee, and fi l l ed t h e  L i re w i t h  a i r  

and Lhc van w i t h  gas . .l u s t  befo re we 
were abo u t  lo con t i n ue 011 ,  I saw Seb 
k n ee l i ng 1 1cxl to t h e  v e h i c l e . 

"We ' ve gol a pro b l e rn .  There ' s  a 
1 1 ice b i g  nai l s t u c k  i 11 t h e  l i re , "  Scb 
reported, m a n ag i ng to sound re m ark ­
a b l y  c heerfu l .  W e  rnade i t  over Lo Lhc 
garage down t h e  road.  Scb w c n l  in  to 
negot i ate,  a n d  the rcsl o r  us w ai led 
o u t s i de a.s we a n x i o u s l y  w a t c h e d  
C h i m ney S w i  l'Ls c i rcle  over  head.  B y  
the Li 111e w e  gol the L i re rixcd and 
were back on t h e  road , w e  were t w o  
hours beh i nd ,  a n d  qu i te depressed. r 
m ade a l i s l  of a l l  L h e  b i rds l thought  
we st i  1 1  had an honest  c h ance o r  get­
t i ng ancl i L  d i d  nol add u p  to 1 75 .  

W h e n  w e  h i t  Lake C a l u met at 
p . 11 1 . ,  we \Vere rea l l y  f'ee l i ng down . 
T h e  warm,  s u n n y  weather o r· Lhc 
m o rn i n g  h ad g i v e n  w ay Lo a da111p 
c o l d .  However, the Peregri n e  F a l c o n  
fl y i n g  aro u n d  t h e  Port o f  1 1 1 i no i s  gra i n  
e l e va tor,  j us l  w here i t  was s u pposed 
lo be,  h e l ped 1 i n  our s p i r i t s ;  so cl i d  t h e  
pai r  o f  N orthern Shovelers o n  Dead 
S t i c k  Pond and Lhc u nexpected North­
e rn  H arr i e r. M a n a g i n g  lo gel through 
Lake C a l u 111et in l ess t han 25 m i n u tes 
al so made u s  l'cel better. The weather 
c h a n ge was even m or e  n ot i ceab l e  al 
R a i n bo w  B each .  The beach was 
bathed i n  rog and i t  was d o w nr i g h t  
c h i l l y .  As s o o n  as we were o u t  o r  Lhc 
v a n ,  H o b  got u s  a l l o n  an ad u l t  
Thayer ' s  Gu l l  w h i c h  was s i tt i n g  i n  
a rn o n g  t h e  R i ng- b i l l ed G u l l s . We 
a l so added Sandcr l i 1 1g and R u ddy 
Turnstone o n  the beac h and Cape 
M ciy W a rb l e r  aml C l ay-col ored Spai·­
row i n  the vcgc1< 1 b l c  g a rd e n .  

W he n  WC g o l  to .Jackson r)ark i n  
C h i c ago, Bob p u l led I li c  sarnc tr ick 
as he h ad at Rain  how Beach . "Th ere ' s  
: 1  Hooded W a1·h lcr,'' l i e  c�i l l ed o u t  

b c Jo rc h a l l' u s  were e v e 11 o u t  o r  h e  
v a n .  T h e  beau L i  1·u 1 male Hooded 
Warb l e 1· c l i m b i ng t h ro u g h  the l i 1 1 1 bs 

o v e 1·ha n g i 11 g  t h e  other  .s ide or t he 

I agoo11 was certai  11 I y a  good s i g n .  Fo r 

t he fi rst l i me o n  a n y  o r  o u r  b i g  days,  

W ooded Is le  w as ru l l  o r  b i rd.'> . The 
cold had b ro u g h t  many o l' the b i rds 
down l'ro111 t h e  lops o l' the t rees,  and 

t h e  b i rd i n g  was dcl igh t ru l .  Despi te  
h a v i n g  a l ready seen m o s t  o l' t hese 
b i rds d o w n  i n  D a n v i l l e ,  we were 
s l i  I I  a b l e  t o  a ci d  a l'c w s pe c i e s  
i 11 c l u cl i n g  R u b y - c r o w n e d  K i n g l e t  

a n d  Herm i t  T h ru s h ,  a s  wel l a s  o u r  
fi r s l  B l ack-capped C h i c kadee a n d  
B l ack-crowned N i g h t-Hero n .  

The h o u r  l o n g  d ri ve u p  L o  Lake 
C o u n ly gave a l l  o f  u s  - cxcepl fo r 
S teve,  w h o  was s t i l l  al t h e  wheel  - a 
welcome opportu n i ty to s noo1.e . J o h n  
t o t a l e d  u p  the ] i s l .  L a k e  Cal u rn et a n d  
t h e  l ak e l'ro n t  h ad g i ven u s  a n u mber 
o l' b i rds l e ft o il the doomsday ! i s l l 
had 111 �1dc al the garage.  We were 
110w a l  1 6 8 1  lt w as o n l y ] p . 111 . ancl we 
sti I I  h ad a l  I or Lake County  Lo go.  W c 
were now l'ccl  i ng prelly good, and 
were beg i n n i ng to t h i n k  we w o u l d  
rea l l y  cou l d  p u l l  o il a record. 

Our r irsl  slop in Lake Cou 11 Ly was 
A l rn o n d  M arsh n c�i r G ray slake and 
Li berty v i l l e .  We were t here /'or o n l y  
I ( ) m i 11 u tes,  b u t  i t  was worth i t .  The 
� tddi t i o n  or moorh e n ,  B l ac k  Te rn .  
L e s s e r  S c a u p , R u d d y  D u c k ,  a n d  
Y e l l o w - h eaded B l ac k b i rd q u i c k l y  
swel led t h e  l i st t o  1 71 .  Fee l i 11 g  even 
more e nergized, we hcaLled for s o m e  
f"looded fi e l d s  o f f  o r  Route 60 near 
M u n clclci  n .  At the /'i c l d ,  S teve p i c ked 
o u t  a S e 111 i pa l matecl Sandpipe 1· and 
Seb a Se111 i p a l 11 1alecl P l over .  B o b  
r e  fou n d  Lhe W i l l e t  h e  had s e e n  w h i l e 
sco u t i n g  a Cew clays ear l i er � incl I 
spoi led a 11 A me r i c an W i dgeon s k u l k­
i n g  i n  t h e  back.  W e  h ad broken t h e  
rccord 1 W e  w e r e  ccs lali c .  S t e v e  and 

I g a  vc e ach u l h e 1· h i g h - ri ves.  Seb w as 
a l l  g ri n .  

T h e  ccl chra l i o 1 1 .  howe ver, was 
kepi s h u n .  I t  was o n l y  4 p . m . ,  a n d  we 
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st i l l  h ad p len ty m ore b i rds Lo sec. 

John p u l l ed out  Lhe B rewer' s B l ack­

b i rds w h i c h  we heard h ad hcen l i n­
geri ng a long a roadside a l l  spr i n g .  
W e  cou ld  not  fi n d  e i t her the 1-lud­
s o n i a n  God w i l s  or the A mer ican 
B l ac k  Duck Lh�1 L  had been seen there 
j ust the  clay before. The W i l son ' s  

Pha larope t h  a l  had al so been seen the 
day earl i er was also gone. The next 
Lh ree hours s t i l l  proved p roduct ive .  
The two Redheads were j u s t  were 
Lhey were s upposed lo be, and a lone 
Sandh i l l  Crane, standing s ti l l  i n  a 
p l owed fie l d  was a welcome repri eve.  
The floc k of Forster ' s  Terns over 
Deer Lake, and the Gol den-c rowned 
Ki nglcts  s inging from the tops of the 
spruces in Lyons Woods were a lso 
val ucd, al though expected, add i t ions .  
H owever, the Hairy Woodpec kerthat 
f lew i n  front of the van as we were 
leav i n g  Lyons was a real s u rpri se .  

We arri v ed at  Wau kegan B each 
a long Lake M i ch igan a l  7: J S  p. 111 . ,  
l'ee l i n g expec lan l .  W e  had a l ready 
b roken the record, b u t  thought we 
cou ld  s t i l l  add a few rnorc b i rds. 
M aybe, l i ke l ast  year, we wou ld  fi n e! 
a Fran k l i n ' s  G u l l ,  or, l i ke Lhc year 
before t h at, a G real  B l ac k-bac ked 
G u l l .  We w o u l d  al most cert ai n l y  
p i c k  u p  Bonaparte ' s  G u l l ,  a b ird we 
had never m i ssed. There were a lso 
s horebi rds to be h ad.  After a l l ,  
Wau kegan B each was about the bes l  
p l ace in  the  s lale for P ip ing Plover ,  
not to mention 8 lack-bel l i c.d P l over 
or Red Knot. The w i nd was p ick ing  
up ,  and i t  was  col d .  Most  o l' the gu l l s  
t h at had been seen the week before 
on the Spri n g  B ird Count were gone, 
and al l thal was l eft were a smattering 
of R ing-b i l l e d  and Herri ng :  the  o n l y  
sandpipe rs w e re S a ndcrl i n gs a n d  
t u rn s tones .  A fler 45 fi ve m i n utes of  
sh i veri n g ,  we deci ded we h ad h ad 
enough o f  t h i s .  

V o L  '7, N o .  l 

As we wal ked back to t h e  car, 
someone s pol l i ng so me Lh i ng o ver l he 
road . There, fl y i n g  over the  park i ng 
l ot ,  was a Common Loo n .  

A l'Ler debat i n g  whether o r  n o t  to  
ru n u p  to Z ion H arbor Lo l ook for 

Bonaparte ' s  G u l l ,  we decided ins tead 
Lo Lry our l uc k  a l  Lhe l ocal Ken tucky 
Fried C h icke n .  Aftcr d i nner  we wou ld  
h ead o ver to Zion  Marsh  and l i s ten 
for Common Sn i pe, Least B i t tern, 
and K ing  Rai l .  

B y  Lhe  L i m e  w e  had fi n i shed eat­
ing and wal ked oul Lo Lhe  end or Lhe 
road through Zion M arsh i l was dark,  
and we were al l  exhausted.  The w i n d  
conti n ued t o  b l o w ,  and i t  s u dden ly  
fel l  111 u c h  l i ke i t  h ad so 111any h o u rs 
earl i er, standi ng i n  the m idd le  o l' Lhe 
n ight  at the  marsh a l  I roq uois .  I L  was 
the sa 111e w i nd,  t he same cold, and the 
s �1 111c b i rd less s i  Jenee. A fkr 22 h o u rs ,  
4 1 2  mi Jes ,  24 bagel sandwi ches,  and 
1 84 b i rds, we were ready Lo c a l l  i l  a 
clay.  

I s  1 84 beatabl c '1 I Lh i n k  so. 1 90 
even seems a reasonable goa l .  If we 
cou ld  n a i l  down a Ce w 111ore of Lhe 
southerns,  fi n al l y  /'i g u re uul how to 
gel a Least B ittern, and get l ucky w i th 

Author's Note: 

a rew more g u l l s  and s hore b i rds, I 
L h i  n k w e  cou l d  do i l w i th o u r  ex i s t ing  
rou lc .  Wou l d  we Lry aga i n ?  l had 
vowed t h  a l  a fler we broke Lhe record 
r would  ca l l  i l  q u i ls .  r was gett i n g  
t i red of  spendi n g  m y  spring week­
e n d s  d r i v i n g  aro u n d  sco u t i n g  for 
Cl ooded /'i el ds, rather than l ooki n g  a l  
warblers i n  Lhc  l ak e  Cron !  parks. l was 
Li red o f  thinking abo u l  new and i 111-
pro ved m u les, and the advantage o r· 

taki ng lh i s  road rather t h a n  Lhat .  l was 
ti red of spcndi ng the  even ings before 
the coun l  wai t ing  up for every weather 
report, and gett i ng  anx ious  w i th ev­
ery rumor o t' rai n or hi n l  of winds 
from Lhe wrong d i rect ion .  

A coup le  of weeks ago l was 
ta lk ing lo Joh n .  r mentioned t h a l  l 

h ad seen a pos t i n g  on T B ET, Lhe  
T l l i no is  J n lcrnet b i rd i n g  d i scuss ion 
gro u p ,  o r  a new p l ace i n  Lake Cou n ty 
to v i ew spri ng shorebirds.  r to ld  h i m  
Lhat  I h �ic l  pr i n ted i t  out,  i n  case i l  
might  come i n  handy i r· we decided 
to do another big day next year. He 
h ad al re�idy done the  same t h i n g .  Sn 
w h o  k n o w s '/ M a y b e  n e x t  s pr i n g  
w e  w i l l  b e  bac k  a l  i l .  M aybe next 
spri ng, 1 90 1  

People have often told m e  Lha l  o u r  team i s  too b i g .  ! l ike t o  t h i n k  of o u r  
team a s  i nc l ud ing  e v e n  more t h a n  the s i x  o f  u s .  Our  s uccess t h i s  year i s  real l y  
owed L o  a n u m ber of peopl e  w h o  h av e  prov i ded u s  w i l h  i nformation and 
en couragemcnl  over the l as t  fiv e  years. Joel Green berg has a l ways fi l l ed u s  
i n  w i t h  t he l ates t  Lake County spri n g  count  reports. Dav id  .Johnson has a l so 
prov ided u s  wi th  great t ips .  Every year Richard B iss h as cal led the evening 
before the big day Lo l et us know if any th i ng new h as been cal l ed i n  to the 
C h icago hotl i ne.  Many others h ave a l so pro v i ded i n v al uable assistance.  A 
speci a l  debt i s  a l so owed to Andy Sigl er, w h o  h as p ro vided u s  w i lh more 
wort h w h i l e  adv i ce and i n formation than he will ever ack n o w l edge. 

·-- Dmiid P. Mwzdcll 
5507 S. L'vcrctt, # I S  

Chicugo, IL (J()(J37 

1 9  



Southern Illinois Team 
Garners 101 Species on Hot July Day 

On 1 997 .J u l y  2 1 ,  l and my friends,  
Cat h i e  H u tcheson and D a v i d  Kvernes, 
sel  oul at 4: IS a . 111. from Cathi e ' s  
country home near Makanda w i th a l i s t  
or 1 87 spec ies  to l ocate, a copy o f  
D o u g  Robinson ' s  "Southern 1 1 l i n o i s  
B i rds," a n d  o u r  p rearranged map of 
attack, beg i n ning our fi rst  a ttempt at 
a s u m mer b i g  clay. 

Cat h i e  had h e ard a B arred O w l  
on h e r  property before Dav i d ' s  a n d  
my arri va l  b u t  n ot h i n g  w a s  vocal i z­
i n g  except insects  as we l oaded h e r  
v a n  w i lh suppl ies,  eq u i p 111e n t ,  and 
fi e l d  guides.  The sky was c l ear and 
the 111oon was fu 11  w h en w e  headed 
for Lake M e rmet i n  s o u t heastern 
I l l i n o i s .  We hoped to get  the Leas t 
B i ttern and Common M oorhen k n o w n  
t o  be t here. We veered t h ro ugh G i a n t  
City S tate Park/Makanda o n  our  w a y  
s o u t h  to l i sten l'or o w l s .  The o w l s  
weren ' t  ta lking.  

O u r  first group bird was a W h i p­
poor-wi 1 1  fo l lowed by an early risi ng 
Nmthcrn Moc k i ng b i rd s inging at 4:30 

a.111 . j u st south of "  the park. A l on g  the 
gravel ruacls on our way to Interstate 
5 7 ,  we heard a D i ckci sse l ,  card i n a l ,  
rob i n ,  American G o l dfi nc h ,  a n d  the 
fi rst of dozen s  o r  I n d i go B u nt i ngs 
w e  were lo hear or see throughout  
L h e  clay .  We dctc�cted a W i l d  Tu rkey 
" gobb l i ng" in the d i s tance n ear a 
farm b u l  cl i cl n ' l  count  i t  e v e n  t h o u gh , 
on c l oser i n s pec t ion , the far111 ap­
peared p ou l try-free. 

A t  Mcrmct ,  we were u n success­
ful al add i n g  the bi ttern and rnoorhcn 
to our I i s l .  W c a l I caug h t  a g l i mpse o r  
w h at appeared lo be t h e  1noorhe n  a s  i t  
dove for cover a111011g the reeds b u t  
d i d n ' t  gel  an acleq u :1 l e view l o  s a y  r·or 
certai n . l 11 c l udecl i n  the l i st of' species 
we d i d  l"i rnl a t  M c rmel  were G reen 
1-Iero 11 (one o r  rno 1·c 0 11 1 1 c a 1· ly e very 
d e a d  s n a g 1 ) , G re :1 l f3 1 u c  J l c ru n ,  
C a n ad a  G e e s e ,  K i l l d e e r ,  P u r p l e  

20 

by Rhonda S. Monroe, alias Red-headed Chat 

Mart i n ,  Caro l i n a  c; h ic kadee, Eas tern 
B l uebird, Tufted T i tmouse, W h i te­
breas tccl N u t h at c h ,  R u b y - t h ro ated 
Hummi ngbird ,  Prothonotary Warbler, 
Common Yel lowt hroat, and Wood 
D u c k .  A very v oca l Red-shouldered 
Hawk, a low soaring Osprey, and 
wild t u rkeys (2 handsome males 200 

y ards away from 2 hens w i t h  8+ 
young) added three some t i  mes dif­
fic u l t  finds to o u r  l is t .  O u r  day w as 
off to a good s tart .  

We headed back west, stopp i ng 
at Cypress C re e k  Nat ional  W i l d l i fe 
R e fu g e  s p ec i ri c a l l y  t a rg et i n g a 
Hcn slow ' s  S parro w .  The Hen s l o w ' s  
al l uded u s  b u t  a W i l l o w  Flycatcher 
cal l ed from a tree top. It was nearly lJ 
a . 111 . and we w e re s t i l l  m i s s i n g  some 
easy speci e s  as we headed sou t h west 
to A l e xander Cou n ty via M o u nds C i ty 
and Horseshoe Lake. At Mounds we 
picked up one of four Miss iss ippi  
Ki�s secn t h a t  day . 

W e  s k i rted the south  s i de of 
Horseshoe Lake w here we fo u n d  
Tu rkey V u l t u res,  a G reat Egret, a n d  · 

N orthern R o u g h - w i nged S w a l l o w s .  
We passed o n  checki ng t h e  B ald Eagle 
n e s t  area a l  H o r s e s h o e  t h i n k i n g  
we ' d  l'i n d  an eag l e  a l o n g  t he Miss is­
s i p p i  R i ver l e v y  a n d  headed in  thal  
d irec t ion.  

After a 90-m i n u te l r i p  t h ro u g h  
the b a k e d  farm f ie lds  of extreme 
southern Alexander County i n  searc h  
o f  earl y fa l l  m igrat i n g  shoreb i rds,  
M i ssouri c rossovers, and access to 
the M i ss iss i p p i ,  our best  ri nds were 
Le:1st Tern and H orned Lark.  We 
h c :1 d c d  n orth to Thebes for r i ver 
access .  A t  Thebes we fo und Barn 
S w al lows a n d  someth i n g  we h adn ' t  
e xpec ted , a Mich clinus /lutis ( fl a l  
t i r e ) .  ;\ f"ter c h a n g i n g  t h e  lbt, w e  
headed t o  Eas t Cape G i ra rdeau i n  
search o r  l l l lld ri a l s .  r n a f'looded h e l d  
sou t heas t o f' l ·:ast Cape, w e  round the 

" b i rd(s)  o f  t h e  day", beau t i ful  B l ack­
necked St i lts I A t  th is  locat ion we a lso 
p icked up Greater and Lesser Yel low­
l egs and S e m ipal m ated and Least  
Sandpipers . A s  I remember, these 
shorebirds brought our l i st  of spe c i e s  
t o  n ear 87 . 

The fear of d ri v i n g  w i thou t a 
s pare t i re forced us off Lhe b i rd i n g  
trai I a n d  b a c k  to Cath i e ' s  for a change 
of vehic les .  We made the s w i tc h  
about I : 4 5  p . 111 . ,  a t e  a q u i ck l u n c h ,  
a n d  w h i l e  b i n.li n g  h e r  yard, added 
Scarlet  Tanager and G reat  Crested 
Flycatcher. W e  then headed back ou t 
on the road with Pine H i l l s ,  the B i g  
M u ddy Levy ,  Crab Orch ard Nat iona l  
W i l d l i fe Refuge, a n d  Rend Lake s t i l l  
t o  go. 

O n  our  way lo P i n e  H i l l s ,  we 
s lopped a l  Trai l of Tears S tate Park. 
There w e  fou n d  C h i p p i n g  S parro w .  
Ye l l ow-thro ated Warbler, Northern 
Paru la,  and P i n e  Warbl er.  A q u i c k  
dri ve t h ro u g h  P i n e  H i l l s  cam pgro u n d  
netted us a Hairy Woodpecker.  

Our next  s top w as at the enchant­
i n g  seasonal  m u d  fl ats al ong the B i g 
M uddy l e v y  at the i n tersec t i on s  o l' 
Route 3 and l h e  R ig M uddy Ri ver. 
To our di sappo i n tmen t ,  the B la c k­
c ro w necl and Yel low-crowned N i ght­
Hero n s  t h at are o rten a t  the fl ats, 
n a t u ra l l y  were nol there t h i s  day . 
Presen t though was a needed L i t t l e  
B l ue Hero n .  We decided t o  dr i v e  t h e  
B i g  M uddy levy from Route 3 to 
G rand Tower. O n  the l e v y  we fou n d  a 
Loggerhead S h ri ke and Tree S w a l ­
lows,  two essent i al spec i e s .  Fro m  
G r a n d  Tower we headed for Crab 
Orchard N a t i onal  W il d l i J'c Re fuge 
w here we h oped to gel some o l' the 
easy .'i pec i e s  w e ' d  m i ssed . 

A l  Crab Orchard ,  we l'o u n d  a 
R i ng-b i  I led G u i  I and Pra i r i e  Warb l ers.  
We fai l ed lo l ocale a B l ue G rosbeak 
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that I h ad been see i n g  once a week 
s i nce spri ng,  h ad seen j u s t  two clays 
pri or, and saw agai n s ing ing loudl y 
the fol lowing  day. Night  was creep­
i n g  up on w; so we passed on dri v i n g  
l o  Rene\ Lake and o p  l e d  r·or a second 
tri p  t h rough G i a n l  City S tate Park 
and Makanda i n s lead. The C h uck­
w i l l ' s- w i dow and Lou i s i ana Water­
lhrush we hoped for were not lo be 

fo u n d  at  Gianl  C i ty .  The v u l tures 
known to roost i n  Makanda h ad n ' t  
made i t  back yet s o  w e  fai led a t  the  
chance l'or a B lac k Y ul l ure.  Even the 
n i g h t h a w k s  n o r m a l l y  l' i l l i ng l h c  
s k i e s  o v e r  d o w n t o w n  M a k a n d a  
were n ' t  out t h i s  even i n g .  

Our d a y  ended a s  we topped t h e  
I 0 0  mark w i lh B arred a n d  Easlern 
Screec h-Owls a t  Calh i c ' s  pl ace a l  1 0  

p . m .  We reached I 0 1  species, much 
l ower t h an I h ad hoped for but  s ti l l  
rcs pcclahl c for a n  extremely h u mid,  
90 degree clay in  J u l y .  O u r  total beat 
wha l  we understood to be the sum­
mer record of 87 species ach i e ved 34 
years earl ier  on 21 July 1 96 3 .  

- Rho11do S .  Mo11roc 
Curhondale, IL 

rsmonroe @ s i u .edu 

DuPage County Team 
Sets New Big Day Record - 132 Species 

A team o f  three DuPage B irding 
C l  u h  members - Denis Kania,  J ac k  
Pomalto, and I s e t  a new B i g  Day 
record for D uPage County on 1 7  May 
1 997 . S lart i ng at 4 a.m and fi n ish ing  
a t  8 :45 p . m . ,  we coun ted J 3 2  spec i es 
w i t h i n  D uPage County duri n g  the 
1 7- hour  b i rd i ng marathon . The pre­
v i o u s  record was 1 23 species set by 
Eric Wai lers several years ago. 

The new D uPage record was not 
a chance occurrence but  the  res u l t  of 
carel'ul p lan n i n g  by the  learn and a 
l i l l l e  bi l of l uck .  We mapped out  a 
s lralegy l h at concen lrated on war­
blers and olher wood land  bi rds i n  the 
earl y morn i ng lo calch as many spe­
c ies as possi b l e  when b i rds are most 
v ocal . I n  lhe afternoon,  we checked 
s pots for s h oreb irds, waterbirds ,  and 
grass l a n d  s pec i e s .  T h at s t rategy 
worked o u t  very we l l :  we tal l i ed 75 
species hy 7 : 30 a .m. and broke 1 00 
by 9 : 3 0  a . 111 . 

The 1 uck came from the b i rds .  
Ti m i ng was cr i t i cal lo ensure a good 
total for lhe  day and a run at the  
1·ccord. A l lhough lhc learn plan ned 
the clay to coi nc icle w i th peak spr i n g  
mi g rati o n ,  b i rders k n o w  t h at there 
can be very q u i el days - even dur ing 
M ay .  A s  i t  h appe ned , the  weathe 1· 
was good and l herc was a g reat l'a l l ­
oul  o l' 111 i g 1·a 11ts on c o u 1 1 t  day . Large 
n u 1 nbcrs of warb lers ,  v i reos, �l llcl other 
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migrants were prescnl .  

Luck was also in our  lavor when 
searc h i n g  fo r s p e c i f i c  b i rd s .  In 
mi d-afternoo n ,  w e  w ere wal k i ng 
a long t h e  edge of a m arsh  when a 
V i rgi n i a  R a i l ,  a needed s pec i e s ,  
fl u s hed a n d  flew o u t  i n  t h e  open for 
about 30 seconds - more than l o n g  
enough for al I team mem bers t o  see. 
We also fl ushed a woodcock out of a 
wood lot  at m i dday after ear l y  morn­
i n g  attempts lo  l ocate the spec ies  i n  
known breedi n g  l ocati ons were n ot 
successfu I .  

I n  breaking l h e  record, w e  h i t  
many o f  t h e  good bi rdi n g  spots i n  
l h e  cou n ty i 11 c l udi n g  E l se n ' .s H i l l ,  
McDowe l l  Grove, Fermi l ab, I l l i n o i s ,  
B enecl ic l ine ,  Maple  G rove, Hidden 
L a k e ,  S p r i n g b ro o k  P r a i r i e .  a n d  
Pratts-Wayne Woods .  B ird i n g  a l  
E l sen '  s H i  1 1  and McDowel l  Grove 
ear l y  in the morning y i e l ded a great 
start and the majori ty of the species .  
Later  in  l h c  day,  specifi c  l ocali ons 
were v is ited for largel  bi rds such  as 
t i tmouse  and B l ack- t h roated B l ue 
Warbler at Maple Grove, Vesper S par­
row at Fermi ,  G rasshopper S parrow 
and Sedge Wren a l  Spr ingbroo k ,  
W e s lern M e ad o w l ark al D u Page 
Ai rport, and Sandhi l l  Crane al l)ralls­
Wayne Woods. Arnong lhe more u n ­
u s u a l b i rd s  r·o u ml d u ri n g  l h e  day 
were Prntho110tary W arbl er, B l ack 

by Joe Suchecki 

Tern, Forster' s Tern , C lay-col ored 
Sparrow, ancl Osprey. The team a l so 
saw a magnificenl  B rewster's Warbl er 
(as a hybr id ,  i l  i s  n o t  cou n ted i n  the  
total) .  

The Osprey w e  saw a t  4 p . m .  at 
the Eola Road M arsh was the I 24th 
b i rd for the  clay and resu l ted i n  b reak­
i n g  the previous record. Screech-Owl  
was the  fi rsl b i rd recorded and S and­
h i l l  Crane was lhe lasl .  The team 
missed several common b i rds includ­
i ng Hairy Woodpecker, Reel-headed 
Woodpecker, Norlhern H arr i er, and 
Belted K i n gfis her. The learn mel  Kale 
an d J i m  Frazier who h ad j ust  seen a 
ki ngfi sher, bu t  we n ever saw i l .  

What ' s  next for us'l  Afler recov­
eri ng from our  111ajor D uPage bird i ng 
adve nture, we are not content to rest 
on our record. We' re p l an n i ng for 
1 998 lo see i I we can reach the 1 40 
m ark .  A l l hough we don ' t  expect to 
top recent h i g h  total s in Cook or 
Lake count ies wi th  the i r  i m portant 
Lake Mi ch igan h abitat ,  we be l ieve 
tha l  lhe new mark i s  ac h ievab le  for 
l and-lockecl D uPage Cou n ly .  

T h ere a re a l w ay s  c h a l l e n g e s  
ahead i n  b i rd ing  - al ways 111ore b i rds 
lo .see. 

- Joe Suchecki 
24 I (J l\i11g1 /ey Drive 

Nu1 1ervillc, IL 605(!5 
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IOS REDS 
Set Another Lake County Big Day Record 

The !OS REDS (Rcne.c B aade, 
Eric Wa i lers, Dave Johnson ,  and 111e ,  
S hery I De Vore) astoun ded thern­
sc l  vcs w he n  they broke the  Lake 
Coun ly ,  I l l i noi s B i g Day record 
on 1 7  M ay 1 996.  The on ly  hope 
lhc fo l l o w i n g  year was lo t ie or 
acld one  m ore speci es to the  
record l hcy crcalcd l a s l  year.  
I n stead, lhe IOS REDS ( m i nus  
E r i c  W ai lers who cou ld not a l ­
lend due lo  a l eg i nj ury ) as­
lou nded thernsel ves even more 
when lhey produced 1 63 spec i es 
i n  one c o u nty w i l h i n 22 hou rs on 
20 M ay 1 997.  Mr. "Gl ib" Dav i d  

J oh n s o n  now i n s is ts  we cou l d 

gel J 70 nexl year ' 

I t  was cool t h al rnorn i ng, n eces s i lal­

i n g  wearing l ayers,  even a h at and  
gloves,  b u t  the w i nd w a s  c a i rn  a n d  
the  s u n  w as desti ned t o  s h i ne .  

by Sheryl De Vore 

threatened lo rai n  our owl parade, w e  
l c l'L for W aukegan Beac h  along Lake 
M i c h i ga n .  Our hoped-for Frankl i n ' s  
G ul l  n ever showed, n o r  d i d  a n y  oth er 

rare gul l spec ies . B u l  we did acid 
W i l l et ,  B lack-crowned N i ght­
Hero n ,  a very l ate Common 
Golcleneye (with  a l i tt l e  he l p  
from Eric who was b i rcli n g  on 
l 'hc beac h ) ,  2 1  gorgeous R udely 
Turn s l o n e s ,  a n d  a fi rst-year  
Su mmer Tanager ( summer  teen­
ager a�; Dave cal l s i l ) .  

H you ' re p l an n i n g  a Lake 
Coun ly B i g Day, th i s  i s  the p lace 
y o u  ha ve lo be al  s u n ri se. Here ' s  
where y o u  c a n  g e l  al I y o u r  swal­
l ow species,  many sho reb i rds,  

g u l l s , and m igrants . Tt ' s  i mpera­
t ive  h e re to have one pair of eyes 
l oo k i n g u p ,  w h i l e  oth ers arc 

l ook i n g  forward or to the lake.  l 
gl i m psed o u r  o n l y  G reen Hero n  
o f  the clay, a fl yby w h i l e  Dave 
and Renee were t i ck i n g o ff 
swal l ows .  

Here ' s  w h at i l  l o o k  Cur us l o  

break lhe  record. We h ad a p lan  
and  a schedu le  and vowed to 
s l i c k  to i t  ( al lhc mosl  we were 
on ly  one  hou r behi nd) .  We did 

research s u c h  as ca l l i n g  peo p l e  
on l h e  p hone and aski n g  what 
l hey saw where. We scouted the 
day before. We ski pped rneals  
and broughl s n acks a n d  G ator­

ade .  We kept our lhough t.-.; to 
o u rsel ves unless l hey were go­
i n g  to get u s  anolher b i rd .  We 
h ad a good w ork ing  k nowledge 
of the area i n c l udi n g  the  back 

Thi' !OS R!'ds I rial ji1r u Burred Owl ul  3 u. 111. 
on the Luk!' County Big Duy, but hod to wuit 
until I 1 /J. 111. to finu//y add it lo !hi' list. Photo of' 
th i.s udult Burred Owl wos tuken on 2 1  April 
1 996 ut t/w Menne/ Luke Con.1 en'utio11 J\ r!'u 

The most exc iti ng fi nd,  how­
ever,  w as the federally endan­
g e re d  P i pi n g  P l o v e r ,  wh i ch 
posed for a few rnornen ls o n  lhc 

sand, j u st as we w alked north 
toward i l, l he n  fl i llecl beh i n d  l h e  
swales, escapi ng l h e  scope of roads . /Jy £ric Wolters. 

A n d  we prayed for good l u c k  and 
goocl wealh er. 

We started al 3 a.m. a l  Wright 

Woods i n  Lake Cou nty  w here a 
Barred Owl  had respon ded lo a tape 

i n  mere seconds on Spri ng B i  rd Cou nt 
D�ty aho u l  a week and a h a l  C ear l i er. 

2.2 

One hour l ater, the B arred Owl 
succeeded i n  el u di ng us .  So we settled 
for Dave ' s  duel wi th an Eas tern 
Screech-Ow l  and a Grea l  Horn ed 
Owl i n le1jecti n g  i ts hoots from afar 

just lo l c l us  k now who was k i n g  o r  

t h e  forest. A s  i m pend i n g daybreak 

any other b i rder who h appened 
by that clay. We h eard i t  had been 
t h ere, so we were looki n g for i t ,  and 
lhat helped.  

Our next  stop was the ravine bot­
toms a l  B owen Park i n Waukegan ,  

w here m y  p rcd ic lion o f  ri ndi n g  our  
on l y  B l ack-throalecl B l ue Warbler of 
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Lhe  day, came lruc. I L  was there j us t  
a s  i t  h ad been l ast yem. 

Ncxl, we headed to LyDns Woods, 
a rorrner con i l'er n u rsery ow ned by 
Lhe rorest preserve. W h ite fi rs , sp rnces 
and pi  1 1cs, 1 5  L o  20 l'cet  Lal  I ,  attrac t 
some rare b i rds here i nc lud ing  nest­
i ng Gol den-cro w ned K i n g l e t  and 
Rcd - b rca.'i lcd N u l h a lc h .  Prnbab l y  
o u r  o n l y  chance for gell i n g  these 
species  i n  I ale M ay i 11 Lake Coun ty  i s  
at Lyrn1 s  Woods. W hen we arr i v ed,  
we wi tnessed an airntLi ng s igh t .  W<1r­
blcrs, l oads of t h ern-bay- breasteds ,  
Nashvi l l c s ,  redstarts, rnagno l i as­
many species feel on the ground be­
neath  Lhe con ifers . We could almost 
k ick them out of our way as we walked 
off the path, u rged on by th i s  magical 
fores t .  It was d iffi c u l t  to break away 
- bul  on a B i g  Day, you don ' L  rel i s h  
t h e  111ornc n ls,  you c h a l k  u p  the b i rds, 
and  gel o n  with i l . Bes ides,  Dave 
rem i n ded me we could gel warblers 
anywhere duri n g  111 igralion - we were 
there to fi nd Lhe k i nglet and nuth atch. 
O K .  OK. So Renee and I fou nd h i m  
Lhe k i n g l e t .  W e  heard t h e  s i b i l an t  
"see, see, see, see" sou nd and l'ol­
lowecl i t  lo the  male declar i n g  i ts 
terr i tory j u s l  as Dave was c o m i n g  
around L h e  o ther s i de.  No 1 1u thatc h.  
tho u gh . 

O n  to l l l i n o i s  Beach S tale Park -
where we were near ly  arrested. T w i l l  
say n o  rnore about that  because Dave 
and Renee won ' t  let  rnc.  But  su ffi ce 
i t  to say , lhal sweet-tal k i n g  Renee 
saved the day . 

Here was Lhc most  grue l i n g parl 
o r  D u r  ad venture.  We were there fo r 
Western M eadowlark, Upl < t nd  Sand­
pi per, and  8 rewer's  B lac kb i rcl , pos­
s i bl y  CJ rass hopper S parro w .  We h ad 
those species there l as t  ye<u·. and t h i s  
i s  the  m Ds l  re l i ab l e  spot i n  Lake 
Co u n ty to gc t thcrn Lh i s  t i me or year. 
We h i ked t h i g h-high i n  rna1·shy ,  wet 
sedges, and catta i l s  lo get to  where 
the  b l ac kbirds were. 

I do n '  l need lo Le i I you t h at had 
we not  seen tha t  gorgeo u s  h l ack l i i rd 

VoL '7, No. J 

w i t h  a ye l low eye ( and had I been 
forced lo fork over $75 lo Lhe guy 
who a l mos t  arres ted u .'i ) ,  I w o u l d  
h a v e  been u tterl y m i sera b l e  i n  m y  
wcl  c l o thes L h c  rcs l  o f' t h e  day . 

B u t  ri n a l ly  a l 'ter h u ndreds. o r  i n­
sect  l arvae s w i s h ed i n  o u r  boots 
( m ay be even a couple 0 1· c ray ri s h ) , 
we saw the  b l ac k b i rd and i ls male .  
Then we dashed, wel l ,  s w i s h ed, back 
Lo the car to gel a c l othes change aml 
111ore G almade. We j u .'it kept dri n k ­
i n g L h a l  G at o rade D a v e  bro u ght . 
Renee i ns isted t h at ' s  whal  kept  o u r  
e nergy leve ls  h i g h .  T t h i n k  t h e  b i rds 
had somethi ng to do w i th i t ,  Loo. 

Swallowing pride 

Each of us h ad Lo swa l low pride 
a l  l cas l once Lhat day . I t 's  a req u i re­
men t ro r a B i g  Day . For i n stance, 
Dave a nd I were rem i nded of a lesson 
b i rders some! i mes for gel. Don ' t  as­
s u me any t h i n g .  We wal ked by wha l  
Da vc and l tossed on· as  j u s l  another 
Song Sparro w ,  but  Renee i n s i sted 
we check i t  out, and i l  turned out lo 
be a Li 11col 11 ' s ,  the o n l y  one we had 
t h at clay . 

I shouted Common Loon al a bird 
Lhal t urned out to be a connoranl  <lml 
Dave saw some rare duck that t u rned 
out lo be some other rare cluck. Nol lo 
ment ion the Wi l le t  he i ns is ted was a 
Whi m bre l ( Actual l y ,  1 made many 
more m i stakes than he did, bul  who ' s  
w r i t i ng t h i s  arti c l e  anyway '? )  

Ncxl  i t  w a s  o n  to  the D e s  Pla in e.'i 
R i  vcr W ct lands  Pro j ect o n  _Wads­
worth Road and Route 4 1  to get our  
Y e l l o w - h e a d e d  B l a ck b i rd a n d  
l) i ecl-b i l l ed CJ re be. W e  d i d n ' t  get 
the Comm o n  Moorhcn,  though . A mi 
we should have .  

Renee next  l ed  the way Lo Red­
w i  ng S l ough and Deer Lake, w he re 
she and J oel  G reen berg do the  Spr ing  
B i rd Co u n t .  Herc we h ad Fors ter ' s 
Tern s ,  B l ack Tern s,  and an A m er ican 
B i t te rn  respond i n g  Lo our  tape r ight  
whc 1·c Renee sa id  i t  would be. Even 

a G ree 11-wi ngccl Tea l .  

O fllo Cha i  1 1  () ' Lakes S tale Parle 
Renee and T h ad slaked the park o u l  
Lhe prev i o u s  day a n d  h ad an Acad i an 
Fl ycatcher, Yell ow-thro ated V i reo, 
and Cerulean Warb le r-. Today, we 
heard none o r  them, but  I suggested 
we p l ay the warb ler  tape and by gol ly ,  
Lhe l i t t l e  guy ,  sang 1·i gh t  back a l  us. 
We also enjoyed a Hairy Woodpec ker 
l 'eedi ng young .  

Shorebird and 
woodpecker trek 

Then it was Lha l  L i m e  of the day -
m y  m i cl-af'lernoon s l u m p  and t h e  
Dave Jolmson S horebi rd Trek . Renee 
got beh i n d  the w heel w h i l e  Dave 
shou ted out  d i rec t ions ,  w here to go, 
where to slop, what  we wou ld  !'in d  
where.  

We drove .  W e  saw.  We counted. 

H u dso n i a n  God w i l  in t h i .'i l i tt le  
spot . Whi te-rum ped Sandpi per over  
t h ere .  Sern i pa l matcd P l overs  and 
Semi  pal mated Sandpipers i n  Lha l  l i L L lc  
spi l .  G 1·eater Yel low legs over t h e re .  

D i dn ' t  y o u  sec i t ,  S h ery l ' ) 

N o .  

S he ry l ,  l o o k  i n  r h at scope agai n .  

O h ,  yeah .  Now T see i t .  Phew.  

Hey .  we'  vc got  to  get to Ryerson 
Woods by 6 ( Lh e  p l an was 5 : 30 -
but s i nce i l  was a l ready 5 : 30,  we 
obv ious ly  were n ' t  goi ng to make i l . )  
The Pi l eatecl Woodpecker w i l l  be 
there. l L  has been hangi 11g around Lhe 
preserve en t rance i 11 the flat woods 
d ru m m i n g  o n  an oak about 5 o r  6 

p . n1 .  - and J h ad jusl  seen i t  a week 
earl ier for Lhe S pri n g  B i rd Count at 
Hal f" Day p reserve . 

Now al I you central and southern 
I l l i n o i s  bi rders, p lease don ' t  s n i c ker. 
P i l ea led Woodpecker i s  a very rare 
b i rd lo see i n  Lake Cou n ty .  Gell i ng i t  
o n  a b i g  clay i s  not a n  easy r·eat.  A n cl ,  
w e  g o l  i t  1 Pul led r i g h t  i n to L h e  en­
trnnce and got  i l  dru m m ing .  
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I rem i nded Dave and Renee Lhat 
we h ad n ' L  got In d i go B u n ti n g  yet ,  so 
we l is lc nccl l'or its s i ng ing,  and gol  
Lhal one,  loo. Dave a l so fou nd a v ery 
s lran gc-l ooki n g  b i rd t h a l  Lurn ccl ou l  

lo  be a B l ack-b i l led Cuckoo. 

B y  t h i s  t ime ,  it was n e arl y s u n se l  
a n d  we s t i l l  d idn ' L  have a Fi e l d  S par­
row .  " I  know w here we can gel one," 
sa id Dave.  Renee drove through the 
gruel i ng B u ffal o  Grove t raffic to 
B u ffal o  Grove rorest P reserve;  WC 
hopped out of the  car to l i s len for Lhe 
bounci n g  p i n g  pong bal l ,  heard i l ,  
checked i t  off, a n d  sped on over to 
A l rnond M arsh w here a R i n g-necked 
D u c k  was s upprn;ecl to be h an g i n g  
o u l .  I n  Lhe near cl arknes.'>, Renee n o l  
only fou n d  t he ri n g-neck,  b u t  also a 
pai r o f Ru ddy D ucks.  We were l augh­
i n g  l i ke school k ids  as we got  back 
i n  lo t h e  cars . "I  can ' t  be l i eve i t .  Ruddy 

Ducks," Re nee kcpl sayi n g .  

Then  we were off t o  o u r  fi na l  trek 
(wel l ,  pcnulti malc  Lrek - there was 
the l i t t l e  maltcr we had Lo set t le  w i t h  
t h e  B arred Owl before m i d n i ght . ) 

Final hours 

N i n e p . m . -- i s h , w e  arr i ved al 
R o u le 1 7 3 i n  Zi on near l l l i no i s  Beac h  
S late Park a n d  wal ked t h e  long  old 

concrele path toward Lhc l ake w i l h  
o u r  tapes.  Th is  i s  1 1 1y absolute ly  fa­

v or i te  parl of Lake County B ig Day . 
IL was cal m,  c l ear, s i l en t .  O ne by one 
we played the  tapes. Wh i p-poor-wil l . 
K i n g  R ai l .  V i rg i n i a  Rai l .  Lc�1 s l  B i l­
tern.  They a l l  responded. S n i pes w i n ­
nowed . Woodcocks pccn lccl . Last 
year we m issed Lhc K i n g  Rai l and 
Least B i l lcrn and three of u s  d i cl n ' L  
h ear Lhc W h i p-poor-w i l l .  B u t  this 
L i  rnc, we h e ard c vcry lh i n g  loud ly  and 
clearly. The V i rg i n i a  Rai l s ,  in  fact ,  
c l ucked across Lhe  m arshes for sev­
eral rn i n u les afler we had p l ayed the 
Lape .  Tt w as n early Loo much Lo be­
l i eve - t h at we h ad the honor or end­
i n g  our  clay w i lh some of Lhc  rarc s l  
L a k e  Cou nty b i rds .  

B ut we were n ' t  clone yet .  Tt  was a 
good h alf hour back to Wright Woods. 
We h ad our 1 62 species , we broke the  
record from l as l  year ' s  1 5 8 .  But  w e  

Ve rily, v e r ily says t / 1 e  h e r m i t  i h r usl z ,  

wanted Lha l  owl  1 We cou l d  Laste Lhat 
owl 1 So we wen t .  We p l ayed Lhc Lape . 
A nd i t  cal l ccl r i g h t  hac k al us. 1 63 
spec i es .  1 J p . 111 . We might  h ave even 
had Li 111 c to di g u p  a 111oorhen Lape 
and pl ay i l  so111ewhcrc a n d  gel 1 64.  

B u l  i t  see med only Fi l l i ng  lo end the 
c lay with the  R an-eel O w l .  

We a l so mi ssed B el ted Ki ng­
l'i s her .  And we s h o u l d  have gotten at 
least one u n usual  gul l .  And we mi ssed 

Vesper S parrow even  Lhough  we 
knew Lhey were t here . 

B u l  can  w e  p ro d u c e  a n o l h e r  

Pip ing  Plover  and all those shore­
birds and l ate m ig ra t i n g  ducks  next 
year? Wi l l  t he  Pi l eated Woodpec ker 
be Lherc wai t ing  for us7 How far can 
Lhe TOS Reds go? All I can say is t h i s  
- n o  w ay wi l l  I ever attcmpl  l o  do 
what the lll i no is  B i g  Day b i rders d i d  
( sec scpara le slory ) .  If  anyone k nows 
I l l i nois  and b i rd ing ,  i t 's  t h ose guy s '  
Hope they don ' l clcciclc to d o  a Lake 
Cou n ly B i g  Day nex t  year. 

-Sheryl De Vore 

96 7 Brue burn Rolf(/ 

Mundelein, IL 60060 

ns tlz e long l ig/1 t s la n ts th ro uglz the n a ves a n d  a is les of t h e  wood.  
Over and over t h e  m o u rn i n g  dove,  
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c a l l i n g  0 11 long s u 11 1 1 1 1 c r  S u ndays zuhe1 1  th e c/1 1 1 rc/1 bells  tol l ,  
says tha t a l l  yo u ever  bel ieved, when y o u  p ro 1 11 iscd love to a ma le, is t r u e; 
a l l  y o u  d reamed tha t yo u r  c h i l d  wo u ld be ,  is t r u e .  

A 1 1 d  t h e  righ t co 1 1 1cs t r u e .  

A n d  t h e  song comes lr u c .  

Tru th 0 1 1  tlzc a i r, t hese days, is 1 1 o t  too co m 11 1 0 11 :  
w e  l zavc scnu 1 1  the  e t h er  w i t lz r u 1 1 1 o r  a n d  p ropaga n da ,  
a n d  e v e ry h o u r  t h e re is  some 1 1ew a l a rm o r  exc u rs io n  i n t o  fo l h; .  

B u t, as  Na t u re s oft e n s  n o th i n g ,  so i t  te l ls  n o  l ies . 
Tlz e b i rds bea r u 11 s /rn/c e 1 1  w i t n es s .  

T/1 e i r  song i s  clz a ngeless,  fro m  age to age . 

--Donalcl Cu lcrnss Pcall ic ,  ' ';\ Cup or Sky" 
The Ri verside Press.  Ca111bridgc, M as.,ac l 1 usells,  I l)4'.) 
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SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS - Breeding Season 1 997 

Red-throated Loon 
Spends June Near Chicago 

Late alkrnoon on 23 May l 9l)7 , I 1·ece i ved a 111essagc 

l'rorn .J i m  Ph i l l i ps that a strange !0011 had been at Tarn picr  
Lake in  lhe Palos < t rca (Cook Cou n ly )  < l l  I day.  Phi  I I  ips works 
l"t ir the Cook Cou n ty Fmesl Prese1·vc D i strict and had been 
survey i n g  the area. He was sure i t  was a Red-throated Loon 
( Guvio stclluru ) ,  but wanted others lo check the b i rd s i nce 
this w;1s an u n usua l ly  I ale clay ror any record 11em C h icago. 

The morni ng o l' 24 May 1 997, Kosh Monday , Kay 
I-fonson, Torn Hami lton, and l scl oul ror Ta rnpier S l ough 
and parked at the cast end. Torn soon spollccl a loon, but the 
b i rd im mediate ly took to the ai r and landed al the west end 
of the l a ke nearly a ha lf-111 i l e  away. We all t rooped lo Lhc 
west end and spent  nearly an hour searc h i ng, whi le en joying 
the 111a11y flycatchers, sparrows, and h awks pass i ng by .  
S uddenly Kosh spotted the b i rd i n  nearby vegelal ion .  I L  
was a loon and i L  was div ing .  Tt seemed lo b e  a smal l l oon 
wi lh  an upturned b i l l ,  which i L  he ld  h i gh al an angle even 
when i t  surl'aced. We all had scopes. and it be i ng a bright 
sunny day, good looks were enjoyed by everyone. 

The b i rd had a s m a l l s 1 1 1udge on Lhe l ower chest,  
w h i c h  m ay have been the rn1 ly  s i gn o f  any b reed i n g  
p l u m age.  We thought  i t  w a s  a leasl  one year o l d  a n d  thal  
i t  was l ate in  reac h i ng b reed i 11g  p l u m age. The head and 
c row11 were du l l  gray.  no l  b l ac k .  and the l'ace was s i m i l ar .  
i nc l ud i ng a n d  above t h e  eye .  

The bac k was  da 1·k w i th  con­
s 1J icuous 1·ca lher  edges.  

A L  about the sa 111c L i 111c we 
spotted another loon 11carby wh ich  
t u rn e d  ou l to  be a Co 11rn10 11 Loon 
( G. /11111 1cr ) i 11 brccdi ng p l  u 111 age . 
So i t  t u rned ou l  that  both loons 
were al Ta111 p i c r  Lake on an u 11-
u s u a l l y  l ate cl<1 l c .  

A c co rd i n g  lo .J i m  Ph i l l i ps 
am] h i s  co-workers, they h ad j u st 
s tocked the lake w i th ri sh  whe 11 
the loom; at-ri ved.  

Both  Com 111 011 and t h e  Rcd-
1 l 1 rnated Loon wc 1-c observed al 
Ta111p ic 1· Lake u 11t i l a l  least 2cl .Ju ne.  

Henslow's Sparrows 
in Southern Illinois 

O n  1 3  Ju 1 1e  J lJl)7, I su rveyed Lwo fi e lds in Joh 11 son aml 
Pope Counties ror breedi 1 1g b irds. One was an 800-acrc J'ic ld 
owned by the U.S.  Fmcsl Service on the .Joh 11son-Pope 
Coun ty I i  11c and the  sccrn1d was a 300-acre id l e  ric kl localed 
abrn t l  seven 111 i lcs west in Joh nso11 Cou nty.  Both s i tes 
etrntai 11cd a mix o l'grass land a11d shrub la11d habitats. A t eac h 
s ite I censused b irds us ing I 00-111 fi x ed radius poi nt counts.  

One  e x c i t i n g  fi nd in these fie l ds was the d i scovery 
of two !'<ti rl y I arge popu I ati ons  o 1· the state-endan gered, 
Hens low' s  S parrow (A 111111odru11111.1 h cn s/owii) .  At least 
28 lcni tor i a l  ( s i ng i n g )  male Hcns low ' s  Sparrows were 
detected 0 11 the  800-acre lracl on the Joh n son-Pope 
cou n ty l i ne and al least  20 lerri lor ia l  males were detected 
on Lhc 300-acre J o h nson Cou n ty trac t .  Th i s  d i scovery 
was 1 1oteworthy because i t  i 11 vo l vcd lwo 1-c l a l i v e l y  la 1·gc 
popu l at ions  and bec ause the b i rds were d i scovcrc.cl in t h e  
J'ar southern part o r  t h e  s late. Po pu lat i o n s  u l '  Hcn s l ow ' s  
S p arro ws l arger than  1 5 pai 1·s arc very rare i n  I l l i n o i s  
( Herkert I lJ94) .  U p  through 1 994, o n l y  one  modern 
popu lat ion  o r  Hens low ' s  S patTO WS ( C ouse Lake Prai r ie  
Stale N a t u ra l  A rea)  was known to con s i s le 11 L l y  contai n 
more than  1 5  pairs ( H e rkert  1 994) .  S i  nee 1 994. l wo other 
popu la t ions  o f  more than 1 5  pa i rs have been discovered,  
one al  t h e  . Jasper Cou n ty Prai ric-C h i c kc 11 Sanctuar ies 

--.fi l l / I i '.\ f.Ulldi11g 

2 135 Curle:. Sr. 
C/1irngt 1 ,  IL (J()(i 2;' 

/11 1 1 1 1uf1 1 /'l' Ncd--t/1ri 111!ed Loon. 22 Jun e  / 997. T1111 11 i ier Sough,  Cook Co. Th is is 
1 1 .finf .\'Ul i l l l / 1 't  l'i 'Cl!l'dji1r f//i1 1 i l i.1 . /'/win />y J1 >e f{ !vfi/n.l e t ' ich. 
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(E. K ers hner  reporled in K l een 1 997)  and a second al lhc  
Des P l ai nes Conservati on  Area i n  Wi l l  County . 

H e n sl o w ' s  Sparrows have h i storical ly  n o l  been reg­

u lar  summer rcsidcnls in the southern parl of I l l i n o i s .  
B o h l e n  ( 1 97 8 :  1 27 )  l i sted the  Hensl o w ' s  Sparrow a s  a 
v ery local s u mmer resi dent i n  northern and central I l l i ­
n o i s .  S u mmering popul al ions  i n  Lhe  soulhcrn parl o f  t h e  
stale h ave o n l y  recent ly  been d iscovered, a n d  mos l popu­
l ations found so far have been fai r ly  smal l ,  usually 
con s is  Li n g  of 3-5 pairs (Robi nson 1 996) .  The i n crease of 
Hens l o w ' s  Sparrows in the southern part of Lhc stale 
appears Lo he assoc ialccl w i th  the crealion of id le  grass­
l ands L hat h ave been es tabl i s h ed as parl of the Con serva­
Lion Rcsc:rvc Program ( Herkert 1 997) .  

The Hcnslow ' s  Span-ow was the  second most com­
monly  encountered species in these two fields account ing 
for 9 .5  % of al  1 bi rds observed, only the Common Grackl e  
( Quiscolus quisculu) ,  w h ic h  accou n ted for 1 0 . 3 %  o f  al l 
observat ions ,  w as seen i n  greater n u m be rs .  The T ndigo 
B u ntin g  (Passerino cyuneu) t ied Hen s l o w ' s  Sparrow as 
the  second most common species w i th 9 . 5 %  o f  all obser­
v ations .  Other b i rd species delectecl i n  Lhese fi elds in­
c l uded:  Red-wi nged B l ackbird, Ageluius phoeniceus 

(9.0% of all observat ions), Field Sparrow, Spizc/lu pusillu 

(9 .0%),  Eastern Meadowl ark, Stumellu nwgnu ( 8 . 5 % ) ,  

Northern Bobw h ite, Colin us virgi11 iwu1s ( 8 .  l %),  Com­
mon Yel lowthroat, Geoth lypis triclws (6 .7%),  Yel low­
breas led Chat, /cterio virens (5 .0%),  Prai rie Warbl er, 
Dendroicu discolor (3  . 1  % ) , B rown T hrasher, Toxostomu 

ru/itm ( 2 . 5 1,:(, ) ,  Eas lern K i n gb i rd, Tyn 11111 1 1s t vro1111 11.1· 

(2 .2%),  Eastern Towhee, Pipilo ervthrophthulrnu.1 (2 .0% ) ,  
A merican Goldfinch ,  Canlue/is tristis ( 1 . 6 % ) ,  N orlhcrn 
Cardi na l , Curdinulis umlinulis ( l  .4r;;, ) ,  Blue G rosbeak, 
Gu irucu cueru leo ( 1 . 3 % ) ,  B ro wn-headed Cowbird,  
Mo/oth ru.1· o t e r  ( 1 . 3 % ) ,  Orchard Oriole,  lcteru.1· s1111rius 

( I  . 3' )(1), and Gray Cathi rd, Dumete/lu rnrolinensi.1 ( J .  I %) .  
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Black Rail in a Lee County Restored 
Wetland/Prairie 

At 5: 1 5  A . M .  on 27 J u n e  J 997, I en lered a 
complex of restored w et l a n ds owned and man aged hy the 
Rich ardson Wi l d l i fe Fou n dation i n  soulh ern Lee County.  
I was l here to census restored wel l  ands for research I was 
condu c l i n g  on the di stri but ion of wetland b irds. The 
wel l  and i s  3 - 5 acres in  area and h as been restored Lo a 
semi-permanent, sh al low ( 1 m dep t h )  mars h .  The  wet­
l an d  is ri n ged by 5 - 8 lll or cattai l s ,  beyond w h i c h  i s  an 
8 - I 0 m ri n g  of sedges and rushes.  The en t ire wetl and is 
s urro u n ded by a res lored prairi e .  

I n  an area w here m y  tape record ing  could be h eard 
ac ross lhe  ent ire wetl and J p l ayed the  cal l s  of Pied-bi l l ed 
G rebe (Podilymhu.1· 1 1ndic·ep s ) ,  Common Moor h e 11 
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( Gol/i11u/u chloropus ),  Least B ittern (lxoryc/ws exilis), 

V i rg i n i a  R a i l (Rullus l imicolo ) ,  Amer ican  B i ttern 
(JJotuuru.1· /entiginosus), S ora (Porz.ww curolinu) ,  Yel­
low Rai l  (Coturnicops 1101,ehorcicensis) ,  and B l ac k  Rai l  
(lotemllus jwnoicrnsi.1 ) .  D uring th is  tape seq uence the  
on ly  wet land  bi rds I saw were an American Coot  (Fu/icu 

wnericww) and a Common Moorh e n .  T d i e! n o l  hear a 
response u n li l  the  "Kick ie-doo" of the B l ac k  Rai l  w as 
an swered. I h ad been fool ed before by ech oes from trees 
and bui ldings and Cirst thought  it m u s l  h av e  been an echo.  
B u t  I h eard anolhcr "Kickie-doo" cal l afler play i ng Lile 
recording a second L ime.  I a l lowed the record i n g  Lo p lay 
fi v e  to seven more t i mes ;  each t ime I h eard the "echo" .  T 
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Lhen s to 11pcd Lhe  Lape < 1 11 d  l i s tened " l( i c k i c-d oo" 1 /\ l'le r  
t wo more c a l  I s  I w a s  able  t o  l ocate Lhc  genera l  area from 
wh ic h  t h e  cal l was em an a t i ng .  

Th i s  area w; 1 s  be tween the  rcstmcd pra i r ie. and wct­
l <rnd.  Lhc  area co1 1 s i s tcd o r  grasses ( b l ue-joi n t  gr<lSS and 

h l ue.stcn1 ) and 1·mbs m i xc:d wi th the  occas ional sedges 
and rushes .  The veget at ion in t h i s  "sedge 111eadow" was 

very dc 11 se and 0.5 - I 111 i n  he i ght . I approac hed the area 
w i t h  the tape recorder al ready re wound aml p l ayed two 

m i n u tes o l " B l ack R<1 i l  ca l l s  c l i c i t i 1 1g  n o  response .  I 
co n t i n ued to census  the  <l rea local i ng a fe m a l e  N o rl h c rn 
S hovder (;1110.1· dyecutu) appare n t l y  pa ired up w i l h a 
drake M a l l ard ( /\ .  11/utrrhnchos). but  no s i g n  o f" Lhc ra i l .  

I returned Lo the R i c h ardson W i l cl l i Cc ro u nd <t t ion on 
9 J u l y  l <J97 ,  at  6 : 3 0  i 11 t h e  morn i ng and w a l ke d  Lo t he 
gene ral area w here 1 h ad prev i o u s l y  h eard t h e  bird.  1 

aga i n  p l ayed t h e  "Kick ie-doo" cal l (3 more t i mes) t h e n  
s lopped, t h e re were no rep l i e.s .  Had l actua l l y  heard t h e  
rai l·o n  the  27' 11 or  w a s  i t  a c ase o f  111y imagi n ati on  ru n n i n g  
w i  ! cl  'J J h i t  t h e  p I a y  b u tton agai n a n d  he<1 rcl the sweet,  eerie 
cal l ,  of " K i c k i c-doo" 1 The b i rd was now c l oser Lo the  
wet land i n  t a l ler  ( I - 1 .5 m),  very dense vege ta t i on . I L  
responded to the tape recordi n g  5 to 7 t i 111es ,  cou n ter  
s i ng i n g  w i t h  t h e  tape a fter each ca l I .  I searched 1·m the  
b i rd b u t  L h c  dcnsc caltai l s ,  sedges . and grasses pre vented 
any real chance or see ing t h i s  smal l rai l .  I moved c l oser 
and h eard whal  t u rned out  to be the las t  voca l izat ion I 
h eard, a harsh scol d note.  T conti 11 u e d  to w a l k  aro u n d  i n  

the  gen era l  area.  u n 1 i l  I rea l ized t h a l  I wou ld  hate to ri n d  
t h e  r i r s t  li l a c k  R a i l  n e s t i n  I l l i n o i s  s i n c e  
t h e  I l)]()s ( 13 o h l cn 1 'l 89 ) t ram p l ed u nder root .  I t e n  an d  
rctu rned on l w o  occas ions  b u t  heard n o  l'u rt her responses .  

The  h �1 b i la l  i n  Lee County  appears s i m i l a r  to  
M an lan1.as Pra i ri e  ( M ason County ) ,  an area where Ke v i 11 
R i c h 1rnrnd l ocated a R l ac k Rai l dur i 11g  the 1 996 b reed i n g  
.seasrn1 ( Kl e e n  1 99(1 ) .  T h e  p resence o l. lhcsc ra i l. s  d u 1· i ng  
t h e  breed i ng season suggests t ha l  t h i s  spec ies  nrny he 
nes t i n g i n  sma l  I n u m bers across t h e  s tale ,  a l l  hough I have 
no ev idence t h at \ here wa.s more than one  h i rd presen t a l  
t he Lee C o u n t y  s i te .  Very rew B la c k  Rai l s  h a v e  been 
recorded d u r i ng t h e  breedi ng seaso n .  M o n i tori ng and 
1·e s tora l i o n  or R l aek Rai l ' s  p referred h a b i ta t  ( sedge 
m eado ws)  s hou l d  res u l t  in  m o re s i g h t i ngs a n d/o r vocal 
responses, and Lhe con Ci  rm at ion  o r· 1 1 1 inois '  second rarest rai I 
ncs l  ( l as l  con l.i rrned Ye l l ow Rai l 11esl w as i n  t he 1 9t h  
century)  i n  6 5  years . 
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Pine Warbler and Red-breasted Nuthatch 
at Sand Ridge State Forest 

On 4 J u l y  1 997.  1 was looki 11g For su mmer  
1·cs iden ts  a t  S a nd R i dge Forest i n  Mason County and 
1·o u n cl two spec ies  I do n o t  usua l l y  see  i n  su m mer.  T 11 o n e  
o r  the p ine planlal ions  I heard a P i n e  Warbler (Dendmim 

ein11s) s ing ing and obtained good v i ews oC the bi rd.  W h i l e 
I was watch i ng l h i s  b i rd a Red-breasted N u t h a tch ( Si110 

conudrnsis) began cal l i ng and fkw i n t 11 the same dead 
pine t ree. R o t h  are very rare s u m m e r  residen t s  and R .  G .  
Bj ork l u nd,  ( /\ n notatcd F ie ld  C h eckl i s t  for B i rds Ob­
served W h i l e i n  l hc Sand R i dge Forest )  cons i ders Lhe 
IJ i ne Warb l e r  a m i gran t  and the Red-b1·easled N u t hatch 
as "occasi rn1ct l  nest" and i ml i calcs that  i t  has been sec 11 at 
a l l  t i mes  o l' thc year. Even though I watc hed bo t h  b i 1·cls 
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sporad ica l l y  For 1 5  - 20 111 i n u les  ne i ther  showed an 
i n c l i n at i o n  to go to a 1 1cst s i te 110r d i d  1 sec any l "e 1 11ales 
or young .  I i  ntended lo go back lo Lhc area Lo .'iCC i r young  
were presen t but never  gol t h e  c h ance.  B o t h  cou l d  poten­
t i a l l y  nest  ell Sand R i dge and b i rders v i s i t i ng in su m mer 
shou l d  try to con Ci r 111 t h i s .  

-H. Dl11 ·id Bohlen 
/\ ssislo 1 1 t  Cum/or o(Zou/ogr 

flli11oi.1· Stutc Museu111 l?e.w:urc/1 

und Cnllcctio11.1 Center 

I 0 I J Lost ;\yh St rcct ,  

Sf!ri1 1g/icld, IL (J2 703 
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Field 
Notes 

Field Notes drnwing of' u Wood Thrush by Denis Kan io.  

The 1997 Breeding Season Report 

The 1 997 breecl i n g  season w as u 11 l i ke lhal o l" any o lher 
i n  recent memory . The coo l ,  wel, and del ayecl spring created 
a threate n i n g  chal lrnge - l he severity of which rnay never be 
ful l y  rcal i 1.ed - ror m any species .  Herc ' s  the scenar io :  Lhe 
cxccpti otia l  ly cool an cl damp weather that persisted through 
lhe l"i rsl  week or May precl uded the deve lopment  or normal 
ancl an t ic i pated food sources Lhal early nesting species cle­
pend upon .  By i n s l i n c l ,  these birds clel ayed and further 
delayed t·heir  breedi ng attempts wa i t ing u n t i l  the needed food 
sources were more abundant.  In the mea n ti me, d u r i n g  th i s  
del'ic iency period, l arge n u m bers of mi gra11 ls were arri v i ng,  
s taying,  and competi ng for and seri o u s l y  depleting the al­
ready i n adequate food supply neecled to fuel the next leg of 
the ir  northward migratory j ourneys.  By th i s  ti me, the ne;; ti ng 
neolropic m i gran ts h ad returned and were both ready ancl 
eager lo begi n their a 1rn ual breed i n g  cycles ,  b u l  lhe paucity 
of food sources con l i m1ecl lo prevai l .  As a res u l l, a l l  th ree 
group;; :  early breeders, l ater breeders, and ncotropic tran ­
sients ,  w h i c h  don ' t  usual l y  compete seri o u s l y  w i t h  each 
other, were 1 10w s i m u l taneously c o m peti n g  l"or and rurlhn 
deplet i n g  lhe l i m i ted food resources as well as cri t ical ly  
preven t i n g  t hose resources from n atura l l y  repl e n i s h i n g  
lhcrn sc l vcs u n t i l  m u c h  l ater i n  the  ;;caso n .  A l though dala 
arc n o l  avai l ab l e  for this report, i l  wou l d  be of orni lholog ica l  
v a l u e  lo know w hal  real l y  happened to lhe pop u l at ions  of Lhe 
two,  n or m al l y  asy 11 c lmrnous,  groups of 1 1csl i n g  species as 
well  as the  lra 11 s i e 11 l  spec ies as  a re.c; u l l  o l " l h i s  food shortage 
dur ing l he heighl  ol'the "pri m ary" ncsti ng season aml whcthn 
n esli ng attem pts l ater i n  lhe seasun were m ore s uccessJ'u l 
or not.  

A s  i 11 lhc 11ast, g1·caler n u mbers o l' l3a l d  Eag les ,  Doub­
l c-crc s lcd C\mnor:rnls ,  and Sandh i l l  C ra11e.c; < tre 11esl i 11 g  i n  
I l l i no i s .  O n  the l'l i p s i lle ,  w e  regrel t he l l lss  o f' some o r  o u r  
t 1·ad i l i rn 1 a l  C i rcat 1 3 1 uc l-lcro11 c o l o n ies  (espec i al l y al  Carl y l e  
Lake a11d Rell( [  Lake ) a m l  < i l l  ur t l ic 1 3 1 <1 ck-crnw11ecl N i ght  

2.8 

by Vernon M. Kleen 

Herons nesti n g  along the I l l i n o i s  R i ver. B l ack-cro wneds 
m ay al ;;o he in ser ious tro u b l e  al Lake Calumet.  A l though a 
pa ir  or Ospreys once again constructed a nesl ,  ancl i nc u ba­
tion may have occu rred, we' re sli l l  waiti ng for the J'ir.c;l 
confi rmed ev idence of a successl'u l nesl in I l l i nois since 
1 952. A 11ew Ring-b i l led G u l l  colony was found al Waukegan 
( sec art i c l e  in fu t·ure issue) ,  and Herri ng Gul l s  attempted 
nest i ng al  Lake Ren w ic k .  Leasl Terns did very well al o n g  the 
lower porti ons of the Miss i ss ippi  R i ver, and Western K i ng­
birds were back and m ay have h ad c; ucces s l"ul nesls near the 
gambling boat casl of S t .  Lou i s .  Other records of i n terest 
i ncl ude the presence of a Reel-breasted N ut hatch at Sand 
R i dge Stale Forest ( see seasonal h ighlights), Golden-crowned 
Ki n glets and B l ack-lhroalecl Green Warblers at Lowden­
M i l l er S tale Forest, and the B l ack Rail heard in Lee County 
(see season al hi ghl ights) .  

For those s ti l l  u n aware, the Cooper 's  Hawk was offi ­
cial l y  del i  s led rrom the s late 's  l i st of threatened and endan­
gered species e ffect ive 3 M arch th i s  year. H owever, w hat ' s  
h appened t o  i m m ature Red-headed Woodpeckers'1 Perhaps 
i t ' s  l i me lo keep lrac k or lhe n u m ber of ad u l t  and i mm ature 
Red-headed Woodpeckers observed for the season al reports . 

As n or m a l ,  there are a l w ays an i n teresti n g  array ol "  
J u 11 c  and J u l y  occurrc11ccs of nrn1-breecl i n g  b i rd s .  The Red­
throalecl Loon beyond m i d-.l u 11 e  i n  s . w .  Cook Counly is a 
perJ'ect example ( sec seasonal h igh l i ghts ) . R ecords such as 
t hese a1·c rcl 'c 1Tcd Lo as Nrn1-l3t"ccd i 11g S u m  1 1 1e1· Occ u rrences 
( N. 1:3 . S.0 . ) and h ave been incorporated i nto (and p l aced al  
lhe encl o C) the i ndi v i d u al species accm1 11 l s .  Records o l" 
m i gra n t  b irds, such as s h orebi rds and warb l ers, that l i 11gered 
i n lu .l une or had returned i n  Ju l y  h ave bcc11 forwa1·dcd lo 
the -;casonal editor r·or i nc l u s i o n  i 11 the appropri a te S p1·i n g  
or Fal l  Scasrn1 Reports . 

I lJl)7 wa.c; <l nuthcr e x cel lent  year for the Breedi ng 13 i rd 
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S u 1·vey l 'rog1·; 1 1 1 1 :  con t i n ued l o n g-l<:r111 and .'> l i ml-le rn1 popu­
l at i o n  data  ror I l l i no is-nest i n g  spec i es have been gathered 
annua l ly for 12 consec u t i ve years by re l ia b l e  v o l u n teers.  
The most u s a b l e  t rend data  corncs as ; 1  res u l t  o r  the  same 
ohservns c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r  ass i g n ed 1 3 . B . S .  mu les y e a r  ;tl'tn 
yc <i r. E x pnie 11cc h;t.<., prnvcn t h al ohsc 1·v a l i o n s  s u b m i t ted hy 
d i /Tcrcn l pcr.,on .-; ror the same rou t e  ;u·c nut the sa 111c a l lll 
t h c 1·c J'ore .  ;ire 110l com 11;u·a b lc ;1 ml l h u s  ca11 1rnl he used i n  t h e  
sta t i s t i c a l  t 1·e lll l  a 11;i l y sc s .  S o .  p lease t ; 1kc  t i me lo t h a n k  t h e  
ded i cated ohsc 1·v c rs who 1110n i tm t hese rou tes every ye;1 1· 
lo be s mc t h e 1·c · s l'c l i ab l e  i n l.o rn rn l i o n  1 ·m clc tc rrn i n i 11 g t h e  
n a t i o n a l  and l l l i 1 10 i s  popu l at i o n  t 1·e mls.  

As u s u a l ,  t h i s  c o m p i l a t i o n  i s  t h e  res u l t  or l 'i e l d  c lTmt s  
rro111 do1.c n s o f  d e d i cated prol'css ionals  a n d  v1> l u n leers. 
W i th o u t  lhei r co n t i nued su pport t here wou lcl be few 1·ecorcl s  
1·m fu t ure genera t i o n s  to rev ie w and compare .  Pnso n s  
1·espo ns i b l e  rur rcumls i 11 t h e  acco mpany i n g  spec ies  ac­
c o u 1 1 t s  ;ire ac k n o w l edged i n d i v i d u a l l y  after lhc i 1· records. 
Crn1., i clerabl c  e llor1 has been m ade to be s u re t h a t  al I i  1 1 fm111a­
t i o n  1·ec(Jl'lled i s  co1Tc c l  and proper l y cred i ted. The ori g i n a l  
s o u rce doc u me1l l.'> l'or a l l  1·ecords t h at  appea1· i 1 1 l h i s 1 ·eport  arc 
arc h i ved in the .'> tale ' s  perirnrn e n l  record J'i l e .  Records rrom 
t h e  last  b 1·eecl i n g  season report t h a t  were i n aclve l'lcn t l y c red­
i ted lo  an i 11 c o 1Tec t obseTver appe;1r in the corr igenda a t  t h e  
e n d  o r  t h i s  re 11ort . 

Col lect ively.  the observers and con tribu tors J'or t h i s  
report are: C i ndy A l ber ico.  Eel A nclers o 11 . C a r l  Bec ker, Dav i d  
B o h l e n .  D a l e  B i rken h o l t  ( DB i ) . fai c  Bo l l i nger, J o h n  Bal l .  
N ancy B e n t .  Renee F hrnle ( R B a ) .  R i c hard Bjor k l u ncl ( R Bj ) . 
Todd B ugg ( T l3 u ) .  S teve  Byers ( S By ) . Dean Corg i a t .  Robert 

C h a pe l ,  Becky l )ye 1· ( 13 1 .) y ) ,  Dona l d  D a n n .  Larry D a v i d .  
Myrna Deaton.  S he ry l l )e Vore. Caro l y n Eggi l lla n n .  Terry 
Esker. Caro l y n  1-'i c l ds.  M a l l  Fraker. lhad G rover. B i l l  G lass 
( 1 3Cl l ) . M i ke C i l m art i n  ( M G i ) .  A n n  H av e r\luck. Barrie I l u n t .  
C a t h i e  H u tcheson.  Cl i IT(ml H e i  I ( C H e ) . J i  111 H e rkert .  .i c i·c m i a h  
H aas ( . k l  1 ) , l(�1nae H i  1-cthaya s h i  ( K H i ) . Leruy l-! ;11Ti s r rn .  M a 1·y 
H c 11 11 c n .  S c u l l  H i c k m a n .  S lia 11 1w n  H o rn  ( S J-l o ) .  D a 11 
K asscbau 1 11 ,  faic  K c rslrner, F: l i 1abcth Loebac h .  Lau 1·c l A 11 1 1  
Kaisc 1·, Vernon K l ec 1 1 .  J i m  Lan d i n g .  R o h e n  L i mls;1y. W ack 
Lou i s .  A n ne M a1 1kows k i ,  C h ar ley Marbut  ( C M a ) .  Ci mly 
M c l(ec ( C M c ) . Joe M i l o s o v i c h  ( .J M ) , . lo lrn M c Kee ( J M c ) . 
Joh n  M c D a n i e l  ( J M I ) ) . K e i t h  M c M u l le 1 1 .  Robert M u 1 1 1gom­
CI')', R ho nd a  M o n roe ( RhM ) .  W a l te 1· M arc i s7. .  B y ron Pa u l se n .  
J i m  l 'h i  I I  i ps (J  P h ) .  

J u dy Po l l ock ( J Po) .  M ark l'h i pps ,  K e v i n  R ic h m o n d .  
M ic h ae l  Reller, Roc h e l  le  Ren k e n  ( R R ) .  Roge r Reaso11  ( R  R e ) .  
S c o t t  ':/.obi n so n ,  A Ian  S tokic ,  l3 rad S e m e l . Darre l l S h a 11 1bm1 g h .  
Eri c  Smith .  J ames S m i th , M ic h el l e  S i mone ( M S i ) , Robert  
S1al'crni  ( R S 1 ) ,  Wes Sera/'i n .  Craig Th ayer, J anet  U 11clerwood. 
H u g h  V i c kery, Da11 W i l l i ams ( DW ), Dori s West l'ci l l  ( l.) Wc) .  
fai c Wa i lers .  J e ff Walk .  Ken W ysoc k i ( KW y ) ,  M i c hael 
W ard ( M W ). M an y  tha11ks.  loo, to  Eric  W a l lc 1·s l 'or put t i ng 
t h i ;; report i n  the  prope1· format req u i red ror p u b l icat i o n  i n  
Mcodm 1 ·/urk. 

As standard pol icy,  a l l  observers, regard l ess of e x pe r i ­
e n c e ,  are req u i red lO i"u l ly docurnent  a l l  un usua l observat i ons.  
The l l l i 1rni s O rn i t ho l og ica l Records C o m m i l t ee ( 1 .0 . R . C. ) 
has a new clocu rnenta L ioi1 1·orn1 ( a v a i l ab le  on req ues t )  t h a t  
s h o u l d  h e l p  <i l l  obsc· 1·vers w i t h  t h e  cloc u men lal i o 11 pwccss. 

As ;1 pri n t i n g  a i de,  the l 'o l l ow i ng abbre v i at ions have bce 11 used t h roughout t h i s  rcpurt:  

ad. = uduli Ill .Ob. = many obscrv C l's N .C.  = Nature Cente1· 

s u bad. = subadull  est .  = est i mated N . P .  = Nature Preserve 

l llllll. = imm. Cn(s )  = County ( ies)  N.W.R.  = National W i ld l i fe Re l'uge 

yg. = yOLlllJ? C.J\. = Conservat ion ;\rea S.F.  = S tate Forest 

IJI'. = rai.r F.P.  = Forest P 1·e.servc S . P. = S tale Park 
* = clocumc111.ccl 1�corcl F.W . A. = Fish and W i l d l i fe Arca M.C.  = Maxi 111 u 111 Cou n l ( s )  
� �: = �peci JJ'ten record L = Lake N . B . S . 0. = N o n-R 1·cecl i n g S u m m er 
resp. = rnspcct ively N .A.  = Natural  ;\rca Occ u rrence 

Carl.L = C1 1 ' 1y le  Lake ( C l i n ton Co) 
CBG = Ch icago flotan ic  Carclens (n.  Cook Co) 
Chi = C h ic<1go-cxc l u d i n g  J P  & LCal (Cool( Co) 
COLSP = Cha in ()' Lakes S .P. ( Lake Co)  
CON W R  = Crnb Orchard N . W .R.  ( Wi l l i a 1 1 1so 1 1  C o )  
Dl'CA = Des Pla ines C . /\ . ( Wi l l  Co)  
DPRWDI' = Des Pla ines R i ver Wei lands 

ESTL 
GLPSI' 
G n C A  
HL 
HLCA 
IBSP 
JP 
KCP 
LC al  
LChau 
LCNI' 

De 1 1 1ons lrat ion Project  ( Lake Co)  
= E.  S 1. Lou i s  ( S t  C la i r  Co)  
= Coose Lake  Pl'a i 1· ic S . J' ( G ru ndy Co)  
= G 1·ee11 l { i ve1· C . A. ( Lee Co)  
= Horseshoe Like ( Madison C :o )  
= Ho1·seshoe Lcike C.A. ( /\ l c:xancler C o )  
= I l l i no is  Beach '.-l . I' .  ( Lake C o )  
= Ch icago 's  .la c kson l'ark (Cook Co ) 
= l<t'll 1 1ekuk Cove l'ark ( Ver11 1 i l irn 1  C o l  
= Lake C;1 lu 111ct ( Cook Co)  
= Lake C :hau lauqua N.W . 1-t . ( M ason C.1)  
= J .;i S a l le Cou nly Nuc lc;11 l ' lanl  ( L;i S a l le C 'o )  
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LMSF 
LRen 
LShcl 
MS 
MTN W R  
MWF 
PRSNA 

Rend L 
RLCA 
S A D  
Sptld 
SRSF 
S RSI' 
lJ CCA 
Wauk 

= Lowde11-M i l lc 1· S tale 1--oresl (Ogle Co) 
= Lake Ren w i c k  ( W i l l  Co) 
= l .ake She l b y v i l l e  ( S h e l by Co)  
= McCi n n i s  S lough ( Pa los. Cook C :o )  
= M ark Tw;1 i 1 1  N .W.R.  (Ca lhoun  & Jersey Cos)  
= Max McGraw W i l d l i re Fnundation ( K:mc Co)  
= Prairie R idge S late N.A.  (Jasper Co ) 

( formerly PCS - Prairie-C h i c ken Sanct uary ) 
= Rcml Lake ( Frank l i n  Co) 
= R ice. J ,ake. Co11sc 1·va 1 ion  Arca ( Fu l to n  Co) 
= S;1van 1 1a  J\1·111y Depol (Ca 1' l 'o l l  Co) 
= S p 1·i ngfield  ( S ;1 ng;1 1non Co) 
= Sand R i dge S .F. ( Mason Co)  
= S tarved Rock S . I'. ( J ,a Sa l le  Co)  
= U n ion C:ounly C . A, ( Un i on C o )  
= Waukegan ( Lake C o )  

1\ n u 11 1 be r  i n  pa1·c n t hescs ( ) i nd icates the 1rn 1 1 1bC1" 
o J' b i rds obsc1·vcd al a pal '! i c u l ar lucal ion 01' Oil a 
part i cu l ar date.  No n u n 1 ber  s ign i l'ics s i ngle b i rds. 
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llcd- l h ro a tcd Loon 

N .B .S.O.:  Ta111 p i c r  S l o ugh ( Cuuk Co) ( s u bi1d . ) .  111 i d  M ay 1 h r·u 
22 J u ne ( L W .  J M--Jlho lo ,  111 .ob . ) -- I s l ' su r n r nc r" ocnr rTcricc 
for l l l i rrn i s .  Sec scaso r 1a l  h i g h l i gh ts .  

C o m m o n  Loon 

M w 1:· ( s u b ad . ) ,  1 2 - l ] J u 11 e ( R M ) : Heyworth L<1goor1.s ( M cLca11 
C o )  ( su bad . ) .  7 .l u r 1e  ( M F. Thu ) . :  1 -l o 111cr L ( Ch a 111 pai g11 C o )  
( suhad. ) .  2 J u 11e-6 J u l y  ('' R C ) :  M ah o 111el 1 Cha 11 1pa i g11 C o )  ( 2  
subad . ) .  7- 1 4  .I u 11 e  then  (:l subad. ) .  1 5  .1 u ne and ( I ). 1 6  .1 une-20 
J u l y ( R C ) .  

Pied-hil led G rehe 

Nesting:  G RCA(+) ,  J u ne ( M W J :  c .  Lee Cou111y (:l locations and 
.1 hrnmls = ] ,  2+ & 5 yg. ) .  9 .  I 0 & 2:l . I  u l y ( M W ) :  A I 111011d M <1rsh 
L ( Lake C o )  ( 0 11 ncs 1 ) ,  JO May ( EW )  <111cl ( b roods :  3 & 4 yg. ) .  5 
Aug.  ( M W ) :  DPRWDP ( 8 -- 2 ad . .  6 y g . ) ,  5 J u l y  ( S H ) :  LCal ( 1 -
2 nesli n g  pr·s. ) .  Jund.J u l y  U L. W M ) :  n.c. B u reau Cou n ty ( a d .  w/ 
2 y g . J .  1 9  & 26 A ug. ( BP) .  Others: LC N P  ( i 111111 . J , 27 J u l y  
( C M c ,  J M c ) : Lawr·encc Cou11 1y w e l l a11d ( 1 -2.) .  1 5  .l u ne- 1 4  J u l y  
( LI-I ) :  W<1hash Cou 11 1y wet l <tJl(I ( 2 ) . 1 2  June  ( L H ). 

A m erican W h i le Pelican 

N .B.S.O.:  N a u voo ( 9 7 ) .  I J J u n e  ( V K ) :  LChau (:1 9 ) .  20-J I 
J u ly+ ( M D ). 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Nesting:  B aker' s L ( Cook Co)  (6 1 nest s ) :  4 Aug. ( S B y ) :  
W e i l'ol l l  L ( Cook Co)  ( 2. 8 ) .  I J u r 1e  ( .I Ph ) :  R i verdale ( 2  nes Ls-­
s ucccss 

. . 
) .  29 J u n e  ( KW y ) :  Ut i ca ( L<r S a l l e  Co) ( 1 2  nes t s ) .  30 

M ay ( [) S ) :  H L  (2. 11es l s ) .  8 J u l y  ( V K  el  a l l :  H <1 l  l s la 1 1d  ( C a l h o u n  
Co) ( 5 0 ). JO M ay ( V K ) : Carl . L  ( ]()() nests) .  4 June ( V K ) :  Lren 
11e s l i n g  w i l h  G real  Lgrets  2 .J u l y  ( J M )  J , Re n .  Prnbahly nes t i n g  
a l  s n e rn l  nH1 r·c s i tes no l  yet  d i scovered . M . C . :  I 000+. R i  1·erdak 
( Cook Co) . .l une/J u l y  ( .I L )  a11d 62.5 . I 0 J une ( W M ) :  J l ll l+. M S .  
24 J u l y  ( WS ) : 200. Carl . L. 2 7  J u l y  ( K M J :  69. Wau k .  I I J u l y  
( EW ) :  6 5 ,  U 1 i c<1 ( Lr S a l  le  C o ) .  3 0  M ay ( D S  ) .  Others: Roc k rord 
( 2. ) . 2 J u ne ( B CJ J :  M i ddl e l'mk l'.P. ( C h ar11 11<1 i g 11 Co) ( s u b<1d . ) .  2 1  
J u ne ( RC ) :  M ahomet ( C hampa i gn C o )  ( a d . ) . 20 .J u l y  ( l�C ) :  H L  
(2.0).  1 7  J u l y  ( M P):  W abash County wet land  ( 1 - 1 2. ) .  lJ J u n e-2.'i 
J u l y  ( LI-I ) :  s . w .  Jackson Cuu r l ly  ( 2 0 ) .  1 5  J u ne ( Rh M ). 

A merican B i llern 
J3 r·acburn M ;1rsh ( K i l llC  Co) .  1 7  .l u n e  ( DS ) :  C LPSP ( 2 ) .  I () .J u n e  
( J J-1 .  B() I  ) :  Lawrence Coun ty wet land.  25 .J une & JO .J u l y  ( LH ) .  

Least Bittern 
G ra n L  Sou th  r:,p ( Lake Co) ( hear 'll ) .  lJ .J u n e  ( C F ) :  LCal ( 1 -2 al 
d i ffere n t  locat i o n s ) ,  20-2.4 J u l y  ( W M .  JPo ) :  Areola  ( Douglas  
Co). 4 J u l y  ( RC ) :  Lawrence Cou nty wet land ( 1 -4) .  1 5  . lu ne-] I 
.J u l y  ( IJI ) :  M<rr ion Cou n ty ( ad . ) . 1 4  & 28 M ay ( .I W .  E K ) .  

G reat B l u e  Hero n  
Nesting:  Esl i males from ! h e  ae r· i a l s u rveys oi' t h e  M i ss i ss ipp i  & 
I l l i n o i s  r i vc r·s. Corps or Engi net.!r Lakes and S\Jll l hern I l l i no i s  
c o l o n i e s  i nd ica te :  :12 act i ve c o l < l n i c s  w i Lh 7:100+ 11es l s :  t h i s  
i nc l u des 4 ne w l y d i scovered s i tes  and  lhe  d i sappear·;r ncc o l '  h 
rather  l i r rgc co lon ies.  Report s  i'ro m o l l 1cr  s i lcs arc : W i rrne haQo 
County  ( 4  col o n ies ) .  J u ne/Ju ly  ( D W ) :  Ogle Counly (6 cu lon i�s. 
50 nests  lo l <r l ) :  Apri l / May ( .l e H ) :  B ak d .� L (Cook C o )  (CJ2. 
nc.s t s ) .  4 A u g. ( S B y J :  8 <1 ri l e t 1  ( Cook Co) ( 270 11e s l s ) .  2'! A p r-. 
IBS J :  W e t  foo l  L ( Cook C o )  ( 22 n es l s ) .  I J u n e  ( J Ph l :  C nosc L/ 
DcsPlai  nes R (Co<lk C o )  ( 1 .1 1  r 1 c s 1 s ) .  4 J unc ( J Ph ) :  B usse Forest 
N . J '. ( ('ol )k C o )  ( 7  11es l s ) ,  1 7  J u l y  ( .I Ph ) :  W a11 1pu 111 L r:.P. ( Cook 
C o )  (3  nc.s l s ) .  1 9  A 111 . ( W M ) : So r 1 1o r 1auk  C.:r·cek ( De Ka l b Co) 
( I  I r 1e.s l s  ) . 22. 1\ pr'. ( .l e i- I ) :  M i d e w i n  Na l ion ; r l  Tai I l' rnss P rn i r· ic (4 
l l t�sl.s ) . 1 1  A ll).'. tr:L el a l . ) :  M orncncc Wc1 la r rds tl\ ; 1 n k akec Co)  

30 

( 1 7  nests ) .  2 'i  A p r·. ( S I  l o  cl  il l . ) :  W o r ley L ( T<11.ewc l l  C o )  ( 2 1 � 
nest s ) .  3 .J u l y ( R l:lj ) :  Cl ear· L ( M <rson Co ) ( 468 1 1es l s ) .  1 1  J 1 1 11e 
( RBj ) :  Vcr111 i l  io 11  County ( 4  ' i les .  ahoul 2.00 nc.s l. s ). J u ne ( RSL):  
C l <r rk  C: t 1 1 1  r 1 ly ( ) h  nes t s )  . . I  u ne ( RS1. l :  s .c .  1 1 1  i no i  s ( I I co lon i cs i 1 1  
7 cou n t ies .  :'\00+ 11csts )  . .l u ne/J u l y (T[). M.C.:  500. S t u m p I "  
( .Jersey C o ) .  2. 4  .l u l y  ( K M J : I h5.  M S .  2. 8  .l r r l y  ( W S J . 

G reat Egret 

Ncsling: [sl i rnale., J'rurn t l 1e  i tC l' i <r l s u rvcy.s o l' ihe M i s .s i .s s i 11p i  & 
I l l i no i s  l ' i vcrs. Co1·1" t > r  1 '. n g i nccr Lakes and  sou thern l l l i r 1o i s 
c o l u 11 i e s  i nd i ca te :  1 :1 ac t i ve co l o n i e s  w i t h ncar ly 1 400 nesls .  
Reporls  l'rum other s i tes  arc :  l lake r" .s L ( ('l)ok Co ) ( 8 1 11e s l s ). 4 
A u g .  ( S ll y ) :  W c 1 J'on1 L (Cook C o )  ( 8 1 11e s t s ) .  I .l u r 1e ( .I Ph ) : 
R i v erd irl c  (Cook C o )  ( 1 0- 1 1 nest., ) .  2.lJ .J u n e  ( K Wy ) :  LCal 
( probably  I H:sled i n · B i g  Mars h · ) .  A p ri I/J u ne ( W M  . .J I , ) :  W ol'ie y  
L (Tazewe l l  C o )  ( 5 8  ncsls ) .  3 J u l y  ( R i3 j ) :  C lear L ( M ason Ct;) 
(:\9 r 1 e s l s ) .  1 1  J u ne ( R Bj ) : A l orlor 1 ( S t .

' 
C l a i r )  (cs l .  500+ nesls .  

yg.  most ly  lkdgcd ) ,  8 J u l y  ( V K  c l  a l . ) .  M . C . :  1 000, S l u mp L 
(Jersey C o ) ,  24 J u l y  ( K M ) :  .iOI J+. M S ,  24 J u l y  i W S ) :  2 1 l0 . E. 
Cape G i rardeau (A lexander Co).  1 7 J u l y  ( K M ): 32.  I-I L .  2. 1  J u l y  
( K M ) .  Others: Pecalor 1 ica ( W i n n ebago C o )  ( 2 ) . 7 J u ne ( DW ) : 
B rne b u rn  M arsh ( Kane C o )  ( lJ ) . lJ J u ne ( DS ) : Lawrence Cou n ty 
wet land  ( u p  lo 40) .  1 7--1 1 J u ly ( IJ -1 ) : Wabash Cou11 1y wet land 
(up lo 1 60) ,  9 J u ne-2.5 .J u l y  ( LI-I ). 

S nowy Egret 
Nesting: A lnrlon ( S t .  C l < r i r )  (es t .  I 0-20 nes ts .  yg.  in l hc p rncess 
o l ' fledg i n g ) ,  8 J u l y  (V K el  a l . ) .  M . C. :  I O+. S I U lllJl L (.lnsey Co) .  
24 J u ly ( K M ) ;  7 .  Cha i n-ol"-Rocks ( M ad i son Cl).  1 8  J u l y  ( K M ). 
Others: LCal ( 2-3 ) .  :r n  & 27 J u l y ( ]  ad . ) .  and 3 A u g .  ( 2  ad . )  
( J\ S ) :  Lawl'e nce Cou1 1 1y  we1 l a11d ( 1 -2 ) . I ') J u nc- 1 4  J u l y ( LI-I ) : 
W abash Cnu 11 ly we1 l a 1 1d ( 1 -9 ) .  lJ J u ne-2.'i J u l y  ( l ,l-1 ) :  s . w .  
Jackson Cou n ty ( ad ).  1 5  J u 11e ( Rh M ). 

Little Bl ue Heron 
Nesling: 1\ l m1u 11 ( S i .  C l a i r' ) (c .s l .  501 1+ nest>.  yg.  in lhe Jll'Occss 
ol' lkclg i r1g ) .  8 J u ly ( V K  e t  a l . ) .  M . C . :  2.00 . S a u l'e l  ( S I .  C i <1 i r  
Co).  2 7 .l u l y  ( KM ). Others :  LCal ( 2-.1 ) .  2 0 J u i y(2. i rn ll l . ). 2 7  
J u l y  ( 2  i m m .  I <Id . ) .  .1 Aug , ( I  i rn m . ) ( AS ) :  L<r w rcnce Cou1 1 1y  
wet land ( 3 -7 ) .  1 7  J u ne-3 1 J u l y  ( LH ) :  W ab<1sh County  wcL l a11d 
{:l- 1 4 ) .  6 J u 1 1e-2.5 J u l y .  bu l  ( 40 ) .  2 1  J u ly  ( L H J :  s .w. Jackson 
Coun ty ( 24 ) .  1 5  J u ne ( R h M  ) .  

Cattle Egrel 
N esting:  A l ono11 ( S i .  C l a i l' )  ( es t . 1 00 ncs ls .  yg. in the p rnccss 
or fkdg i n g ) .  8 .J u l y  ( V K c l  a l . )  M.C.: I 00. S a uget ( S t .  C l a i r Cn ) .  
2 7 .l u l y  ( K M ) .  Others: Lawr·ence Cou n ty wet land ( r r p  1 0  200 ) .  
1 5  J u nc-3 I J u l y ( LH ) ;  W abash Cl)u n ly wci l aml ( u p  lo I 5 1 l ) .  2. h  
May-25 .J u l y  ( LH ) .  

G reen H crnn 

Nesti ng: Fai rm o u n t  ( V crrn i l io 1 1  Co) C l  f l ed g l i n g s ) .  J u ne ( .I S )  . 
M . C . :  5 ,  L<1wre11ce Co u n Ly wet l and ,  I l l J u l y ( LH J :  4. C o l u 111 b i a  
( S i .  C l a i r  C o ) ,  2 2  .l u n e  ( K M ) . Others: LC.ii  ( m1 111 hers down 
subslan l i a l l y )  ( J L ) .  

B l ack-crowned N ight-Heron 
Nesti ng: B a l(e ( s  L ( Cook Col 13 ad . ,  b u t  no nesl s ) .  4 A ul'. 
( S B y ) :  Wct rool  L ( C ool\ Co) (2 I 1 1csl. s ) .  I .l u r 1e ( J !Jh ) ;  o n l y  01�� 
LCil site t h i s  year ( lhc o t hers were abandoned ) (esl imaled ]00-
600 nests  ·-- a 11np u l at i o 11 dec l i ne u l'50 6( )<;; J, A pr·i I /J une ( W M ,  
J L) :  Wm l e y I.. ( Tazewe l l C o )  & Clea r· L ( Maso11 C o )  ( I s l l i me 
rm NO N ESTS i 11 t he I l l i n o i s  r·i vcrco l o n ics  s i nce r·ccrn·d­
keepi ng began in 1 %2 )  ( R Bj ) :  i\ lorton ( S I .  C l a i r )  ( esl .  500+ 
nests .  yg. mo.sl ly lkdgcd ) .  8 Ju l y  ( V K  cl a l . ) .  M.C.:  ]0+, W a u k .  
I I .l u l y ( C W ) :  I .'l .  H L. 2 2  J u ne ( K M ). Others: l .l rach u rn  Mar·sh 
( Kane Co) ( ad . ) .  20 J u ne aJl(I ( 2-4 ad . ) .  1 5- 1 7  J u l y 11 l u .s ( I  
i r 1 1 rn. ) .  1 8  J u ly ( ) ) S J :  Denny R oad M ar>h ( K ane C o )  ( i r < i . ) ,  1 8  

Meadowlark 



.J u l y  ( DS ) :  L<t w r·e r lCe Cmr r 1 t y  we l l a ml ( 1 -8 ) . l 'J .l u nc-.ll J . l u l y  
( Ll-J ) :  W<tbash C1 Ju 1 1 ly  wc l l a 11d  ( h J .  I .J u l y  ( L I-I ) :  :-> . IV  • .la c k so11  
Cou n t y  (ad . + 4 i rrnn. ) .  1 5  J u n e  ( R h M J . 

Y ello\1 --crowncd N ight-H eron 
M . C . :  4. Sauge t  ( S l . C l a i r  Co) .  27 .J u l y  ( f( f\11 . RC) . Others: 
La1Hc r1ce C l l un ly  wc l land .  1 0  Ju ly  ( / , 1-1 ) .  

Mute S w a n  
Nes ti ng:  C h <r rdon ( I  . akc  Co)  ( 2  nests ) .  2'J 1\ 11 r . ( li S  ) :  l �ouml L 
Mar·sh ( Li ke Co)  ( r 1 e s l ) .  29 A 11 r·. ( f) S J :  r 1 .  Like Cmr r1 Ly (4 n e s l s ) .  
1 5  May ( r �W ) :  w .  J ,ake Cou r l ly ( 7  yg.--<1bou l  I w e e k  o / " ag c ) .  2lJ 
May ( FW ) .  Others :  MS ( pr . ) ,  l a te May l lmr 1 6  A u g.+ ( E W ) .  

Canada C oose 
Nesl i ng: W i l m c l lc (4 ncsls ) .  l <i-20 A 11 r·. w i t h  lkdg l i ngs by 2 
M ay ( C W ) :  Homer ( C h a m pa ign  C o )  ( 6  succes.'i i'u l nest i n g., ) .  
M ay/Ju ne  ( J S ). M . C. : 1 62 ( ad .  & yg. ) ,  Pala t i ne ,  1 4  J u l y  ( C F ) .  

Wood Duck 

Broods: 3 ( 3- -7 yg.  eac h ) ,  CBG, 23  .J u l y  ( C F ) :  (5 y g . ) ,  Deer 
Gmve Easl F.P. ( Cook Co), I lJ J u l y (CF) :  :l rcl brood J'rnm same 
box, H orner· (Champa ign  Co). 5 A ug.  (JS ). M.C.:  1 50+ ( most l y  
yg . ) ,  24 J u l y  ( W S J :  5 0 ,  SL  C l a i r  Cl lun ly .  27  J u ly ( K M ) :  4 7  
( rn1Jst l y  y g . ) ,  Me ndo la ( La S a l l e  Co ) .  30 M a y  ( DS ) .  

G reen-win ged Teal 
N . B.S.O.:  LCa l ,  2 1  J u l y ( ma l e )  & 27 .l u l y ( 2  m a l c s )  ( J L ) :  RLCA 
( B i g L )  ( ma l e ) .  S J u l y ( R C ) .  

American B lack Duck 
N.B.S.O.:  A r·c:o la  ( Doug las Co) U1d . ) .  26 .J u l y  ( RC ) .  

f\/l a l larcl 
Nesting: Homer  ( Ve rn1 i l i crn Co)  ( r·ece r 1 t l y  halched y g . ) .  I 0 
A u g .  ( J S ) :  PRS N A  ( 2 1  ncs l s ) .  A 11 r · i l /.J u l y  ( W L  l" i de  J W ). 
M.C. :  200. W abash Cou r 1 ly  we t land .  6 .J u l y  ( L I-I ) :  63 ( m a les ) .  
P;r l a l i ne .  2 8  .Ju ne (CF) .  

Bl ue-winged Teal 
B roods:  Lee Cou n t y  ( 2  = 3 & 2 yg . ) .  :w .J u l y  ( MW ) .  Adul ts :  
G u rnee M i l l s W e l l ands ( Lake 
Co)  ( 1 2 ) .  2 h  .J u l y  ( S H ) :  Deer 
G r·ol 'e L�a .s l  1 : . P .  ( Coll k  C l l )  
( l'e m a l e ) .  25 J u e  ( C F ) : U t i c a  
( La S a l l e  C o ) .  2 ;\ u g. ( DS J :  
1-l cywl l r'l h  Lrgoll n s  ( McLean 
Co) .  1 4 .J u nc ( M F. T B u J :  Pax ton 
( hml Co)  ( 11 r·. J .  6 J u l y ( RC ) :  
I .awr·e r 1ce Cou n ty w e t l a n d  ( 2-
h ) ,  l 'i  Ju n e- 3 0  .J u l y  ( L I-I ) :  
W< r ba.sh Cou n ty w e t l a nd ( 1 -2 ) .  
'!- 1 2  ./ u r i c  ( Ll-l ) :  I - I L ( 1 -2 ) . 2 2-
:rn Ju n e  ( K fVI ) .  Others: A l m o.s l 
' i r 11 1ms.s i l1 l c · [ ( )  l oc< r tc < r l  LCal 
a r 1ym or-c ( ./ L J . 

Nort h e r n  Shove le r 
c. L .cc  C o u n t y  ( / 'c r 1 1 ;1 l c ) .  27 . l u n e  
( M W  J .  

Lesser Scaup 

W h i te-winged St:otcr 
N.B.S.O. :  LCN I). I .l u ne ( c l i s la r 1 t  11 lrnlo avai l ab l e -- C M c ) .  

Common Golcleneyc 
N.B.S.0. : Chi ( M on l rnsc ) ,  9 .l u 1 1e-24 .l u l y  ( Jl'o. E W ) :  J o l i e t  ( 4 ) .  
car · ly .l u n e  ( 11c r·ha 11s  a l l  s u m mer·)  ( J M ) . 

1-l oocled Merga nser 

Nestin g :  M W I·: (7 s 1 11 a l l  yg . J . 'J  M ay a l l ( I  ( I  yg. ), ] . lu n e  ( R IVI ) : 
Wabash Cou n ty wel l  and (4 yg. ) ,  lJ Ju ne ( L I-I ) :  Mcrn1c l  I ,  C . A. ( 7  
-- krna lc  w /  h y g . l . 2 5  May ( C M c  . . I M c ), Others: S lmla l l ll 
( W i n n chagu Co)  ( l'e m a l c  p l u 11 1agc ) .  22 . June (l3 C i ) :  R i vc r·d a l c  
( Cook Co)  ( 2  ad . ) ,  I 0 Ju ne ( W M ) :  1-l cy worlh Lagoons ( M c Lean 
C o )  ( J 'e ma lc  p l u rrnrgc ).  20  .J u l y  ( M F  el  a l .J :  V c rn1 i l i ( ) ll County 
( J'c 1 1 1 a l e  11 l u rnag c ) .  8 Aug .  ( J S ) :  A rco la  ( Do u g l as Co)  ( l'c rn < l i e  
p l u mage) .  2 6  .J u l y  ( R C J :  E m ilar-ras I {  ( r 1car L Cha r· Jcston )  ( 2  
' l'c rrnt l e s '  -- 4lh  Co l es Co u r r ly  s u n 1 11 1c r· r·eeonl ) .  2 7  Ju l y  ( I l l-I ) :  
Wabash Coun ty  wct l a r 1d  ( 7 ) ,  f ( ) J u l y  ( Ll-f J .  

Common Merganser 
N.B.S.O.:  LRcn ( ma le ) .  h .l u l y  ( DS ) .  

Reel-breasted M e rganser 

N.B.S.O.:  LCN P (2 1·e111a les ) .  I J u ne ( C IV!c,  J M c ) . 

Rudely Duck 

A l mond M a r·s h  L ( Lakc C o )  ( p r. ) ,  t h r·u : 10 M a y  ( EW ) :  R i verc lak, 
(Cook C o ) ( 4 acl = 3 males ,  I l'c rn a l c ) ,  1 1 1 J u n e ( W M ) : M S ( 4 ) .  
J u n e/Ju ly  ( WS ,  r 11 .ob . ) .  

Turkey V u l t u re 

Nesting: Romeov i l le ( W i  1 1  Co)  ( pr .  al nest s i te ) ,  :i I M ay ( E W  ) :  
K i n ka id  ( C h ris t ian  C o )  ( 2  yg. i n  nes l l .  2 8  A 1 r g ,  ( C E ) :  P RS N /\  
( nes t ) ,  M ay ( J W ,  F f< ). M.C. : 44. M T N W R ,  5 J u l y  ( EW J :  30.  
Jac kson Cou n t y .  1 7  Ju l y  ( KM ) :  28.  P;1x lon  ( Femi Co) .  6 J u l y  
( RC ) :  2 0  ( roos l i  n g ) .  C l ear· L ( M ason C o ) .  i\ pri I /J u n e  ( R Bj ) :  1 4 . 
Saganash kee S lough ( Cook Co) .  7 J u rl L' (CT).  Others: Deer· 
CJ rovc Easl F .P .  (Cook Co), 25  .l u n e  ( C F ) :  Saml R idge N . C .  
( C o o k  Co) ,  2 1  J u ne. ( W M ) : LCa l .  1 2  .J u l y  ( W M ) :  w .  W i l l  Cou r 1 ly 
(lJ -- 1·rnm 5 loca t i o n s )  . .J u n e  (./ M ) . 

N . B.S .O. :  W i l mc t lc ,  l lm1uµ l 1  1 7  
J r r r 1 e  ( 11 1'e ,c r 1 l  .s i 1 1cc  l a.s t ., u r 1 1 r 1 1 e r· J 
( EW J : R i 1· c 1·da lc ( rna l c ) , I O .l u 11c 
( W M J :  L.C; 1 I ( 'u b; i d .  1 1 1 a l c J .  I .\ 
.l r r l y  ( ./ l . J :  f- l c y w rn·t h  l .; 1g1 H 1 r 1 '  
( iVl c l .c < 1 1 1  Co l. l l 1 r' ( ) L 1g l 1  7 .l u 11 e  
t M l ·, Tl l u J. 

LJ011hlL'-( 'ffsicd Con11oru1 1 1s und Grcul Lgrcr.1· ur rile f.uke !<cm r ·id Haun Nookcn• 

N111 1 1n · l'r, ·sc1Tc. 2 ./1 1lr / IJCJ7. l'lui1 1/idd, llli11oi.1-. Will C". l'holo /J y Joe H. J\!lilo.1 c 1 · i 1 'il. 
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OSPREY 
Nesting: Bergman S l o u gh/.l nl1 11 .I . D u lly F . P .  ( Cook Co)  ( nest 
·-- no success -- 2 nd yea1· al th  is s i le ) .  A pri I/J u n e  --- one ad. s l i  1 1  
prcscnt  2 5  J u ly (CT, W S . 111 .o b . ) .  Others: S . Be lo  i i  ( W i n nebago 
Co) ( h eard ) .  I lJ June  (V K ) :  Cu ha M arsh F. P. ( Lake Co ) ,  J I J u ne 
CCI-'). 

M ississippi Kile 

M.C.:  1 2 , UCCJ\ ancl nca l'i1y a1·eas, 
7 J u ne ( M D ) .  O t h ers :  J e rsey 
County.  1 2  .l u n e  ( K M ) :  Thebes  
( Alexander Co) (6) ,  8 J u ne ( M D ) .  
( Reg u l a 1· a t  the  olhe 1· s o u t h e rn  I l l i ­
no is  loca t ions ) .  

Bald Eagle 

N esting : A l  leas I 26 con l'i rined ac­
t i ve nests by M ay (compared lo on ly 
20 i n  1 99 6 ) .  Ex a m ples i nc l ude:  
Galena J u n ct ion (Jo Dav iess  Co )  ( I  
yg. ) ,  1 0  .l u 11c ( EA ) ;  Savanna Army 
Depot Cl nes t s  = 2. 2 & I yg . ) ,  J l) 
J une (EA);  S pring L (Carrol l Co) ( 2  
y g . ) ,  I lJ June  (EA) ;  Rockton ( 2  l'ledg­
l i ngs) ,  Apri l/June  ( D W ) ;  C lear L 

0.1·11rey landing in nest lit Pulos Forest Preserve. 7 Muy 

I 997. Cook County. Photo hy Eric Wolters. 

!\hove center: Os11rey in .flight neor nest site in Pulos 
Forest PrcscrFc. 7 May I 997. Cook Cou111y. Pholo hy !c,'ric 
Wulter.1·. This n est ji1iled, und /u/a hlew dn 1 v11 during 
u .1·tm11g wind in the s1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1'"" of 1 997. 
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( Mason Co), I yg. fledged 011 S J u ly ( R 8j ) :  R LCA (2 yg.).  1 -2 
.l u l y  ( J B l'idc AM ) ;  Rt�cl ' s  Land i 11g  (C<i l ho u n  Co ) ( I  yg. i n  nes l ) .  
.l une  ( M P) .  Others :  Wauk (subad . ) ,  6 .l une (l C: W ): G I .PSI '  
( sub;1d . ) .  2 2  .l u n e  ( V K  el a l . ) ;  11 . w. A lexander County  (ad.  pi-. ) .  
25 J u n e  ( V K  el a l . ) ;  s . w .  J\ lexamle 1· Coun ty  ( subad . ) . 25 June  

(VK cl  a l . )  

Northern Harrier 
Nesting:  Ba1Ty ( P i ke Co) (4 yg. 
about lo lkcl ge ) .  2 l)  .l u n e  ( DC ) :  
P RS N A  ( 2  s uccessfu l  11es t s ) .  M ay/ 
.l u n e  (.I W.  J:: K ) :  Mar ion Cou nty  ( 2  
p 1·s .  s uggested ncs l i 11g ) ,  M ay/J u n e  
(.I W , J::K ) .  Others: G RCA ( l'c111alc).  
ear ly J u l y ( M W ) :  Nachusa G rnss­
lands (Ogle/Lee Cos) ( m a l e ) ,  .l u ne/ 
J u l y  & ( l'em a le ) ,  .J u n e  ( M W ) :  LCal 
(2).  eal'ly J u ne (fide W M )  and (male) .  
2 1 l  J u l y  ( W M ) : Nac h u sa C rnss l ands 
( Lee Co) ( l'ema l e ) ,  4 M ay- 1 8  June  
(period i cal l y )  ( l'ide A H )  . 

Sharp-s h i nned Hawk 
SRSF, 4 J u ly  ( D B ) .  

Cooper's Hawk 

The o lTic ia l  de l i s t i n g  or  the  Cooper' s 
Hawk as a s tale endangered or threat-
ened spec i e s  occurred on :l M arch 
1 997. N esting:  W i 11 11ebago County 
( severa l  nes t s )  (OW):  M W F ( ad,  ;111d 

yg. ) . .I u l y  ( R M ) :  Kane Co u n ty (2 l 'l edg l in gs ) .  up Lo I S  J\ug .  
( ".'J U ) ; Ryerson C: . A .  ( Lake Co)  ( ad .  w /  rood lor yg. ). 20 M ay 
( E W ) :  Palos ( McClaughry S pr i ngs F.P . )  ( nes l ) .  9 May and (:l 
fledgl in gs ) ,  I :l .l u l y (CT ) :  n . c .  Kane Cou nty ( nes t ) .  :l I May 
( EW ) : Lockport ( W i l l  Co)  (nesl  w/ 2 yg. ) .  Lhru  :10 . l u ne (I M l : 
S RS F  ( 2  i m 111 . J .  4 .J u l y  ( DB .  B Dy J . Others: Lee Cou n ty (4 
b i rd'> ) .  J u ne/J u l y  ( M W ) :  Deer G rove West  F.P.  (Cook Cu) (ad . ) .  
7 J u ne ( C F .  J MD ) :  Dee1· CJ rove East F . P  . . 25 & 2 8  J u n e  ( C F ) :  
C h i .  1 2  J u n e  (JL):  C h i  ( Powderhorn L F.P. )  ( ad , ) .  () J u l y  ( W M ) : 
ad. purs u i n g  bohw li i le.  Coles County .  J u ne ( E l3 fi de B l-I ) , 

H.ed-shou lclered Hawk 

Nesting:  S h i rl a nd ( W i n nebago Co),  Apr i ll.l u n e  ( BG .  D W ) .  
Others: Rye1·so11 C . A .  ( Lake C o l .  1 5  J u n e  ( S H ) :  S R S P  ( 2  = ad .  
& /'leclgl i ng) .  22 J u ne ( C M c .  J M c ) :  W i l l iamsnn Cou nty ! pr. 
del'e n d i n g  territory ) ,  22 J u ne  ( RL). 

Broad-wi nged Hawk 

Palos F.P.  ( Cook Co) (pr . ) ,  2 6  M ay ( EW J :  .l o l i c l  ( ad . ) . 1.1 J u ne 
- beco m i ng v ery scarce (J M ) :  M i dd lefmk F.P. (Champaign 
Co),  20 .l u ly  ( RC ) ;  Pere Marquet te  S . P. (2) .  S July ( EW ). 

Swainson's  Hawk 
Nestin g :  11 . Kane Coun ty (2 ncsls --- e<1c h succc." l .. u 1 1  y l'J cdgi ng  
2 y g . ), J une/J u l y  ( R M  ct  a l . ) .  Others:  n.  K ane Ciunly  (ad .  l i ght 
morph), 6 J u l y  (CMc, J Mc ) :  Cornl Woods ( M c H e nry Co). l as t  
observed on 22 J uly ( R l3 a ) .  

Red-tailed H a w k  

N esting: s . w .  Cook Coun ty  ( 8  nes t s ) ,  Apr i l /Ju ne  ( WS) ;  Ho 111c 1· 
(Champaign Co) 0 successfu l nesls), J\pri l/.l une ( J S ) .  

Peregrine Falcon 

Nest i n g :  Chi (7  s i tes ,  al least 3 w it h  act i v e  nes ts) ,  25 Apr.--28 
May ( M l-I ) .  Others: H ighland Park. 1 7  J u ne (DD ) :  LCal ( a d . ) .  
2 2  .l u n e  ( W M ) . 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

M . C. :  Sil (most ly heard ) .  s.c. L iv i ngston C :oun ly .  1 8  J u ne  ( V K ): 

Meadowlark 
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47 , C: ham 1Ja ign/P ia l l  cou nt i es , 5 .l u n c; ( RC: ) .  Others: Resu l t s  o l' 
lhc  a n n u a l  spr ing pheasa n t  i mlcx  .s howed a I 5 '1i pll[J U i a l i on 
clcc l i nc s i nce� lhc l LJ l)(J s u 1·vcy a ml 46% s i nce t he l LJl)5 s u n1cy 
[ l he  B . 13 .S .  i ndex l'rn111 I 9lJ6 lo I LJLJ7  showed a s i  111  i I a 1· ( 1 2 . I '1{' ) 
dee I i  nc I ;  lhe I 9LJ7 i ndcx i s  3 L J' h  be low lhc p1'l' v im1s  5- ycarn1ean 
and 27 '1i1 be low lhc I LJ75- I LJLJ7 n1c c in  ( LI ) ) .  

G reater Prairie-Ch icken 

Nest i n g :  PRS N A  ( I () nc.sl. s ) .  1\ p t·i l /May and ( brnocls = 1 8  
ohservat i o ns .  1 - 1  :l yg./brnod ) ,  May/Ju ly  (. I W .  E K ) . The Ma1 · ion 
Cou n t y  !"l ock was enh anced by LJ6 1110 1-c Kansas c h i ckens  lh i s  
s 1J 1· i n g  ( l'icle C: l k ) .  

W i l d  Turkey 
Ruse H i l l  Cl asper Cu) .  1 0  .l u t1 c  ( RC: ) .  

N orthern Bobwh i te 
Nesting: P RS N A  (:l nesl.s ) ,  May/J u n e  and ( 7  brnmls ) ,  J u ne/Ju ly  
( JW.  E K ) .  M.C.:  68 ,  Fl ora (C lay Co) ,  14  J u ne (RC) ;  67 .  
J e /Tel"Slrn County ,  2 7  Ju ne ( V K ) ;  48 ,  Mon rnc/S l .C: la i r  coun t i es. 
22 J u ne ( K M ) :  42,  l lancock County,  1 3  June  (V K); 4 1 ,  R i ch l and/ 
Wayne cou t1 t ics ,  4 J u ne  (V K) .  Others: Pal at i ne (male cal l i n g ) ,  
3 I J u  l y- 1 A u g .  ( C F ) .  T h e  bob w h i te po 1rn l a l ion  i nd ex l'rom I '.!96 
to I LJLJ7 B . B . S. cla la  shows o n l y  a neg l i g i b l e  c h ai 1ge (-l l . 5 % )  
( LO ) .  

Black Rai l  
c .  Lee C:o u n ly ( hearcl ) .  2 7  J u ne  & lJ Ju l y  ( M W ) .  

K i n g  Rai l 
Nesting: G LPSP (4 = 2 ad. w/ 2 y g . ) ,  6 J u l y  ( OS )  lhrn 1 2  J u l y  
(C: Mc . .J M c ) ;  P RS N A  ( 2  brnocls) ,  J u n e/July (JW, E K ) .  Others: 
Pecaton ica ( W i n nebago Co) ( heard). Ju ne/J u l y  ( D W ) :  Lawt·ence 
C:ou n l y  wet land ,  1 5  J u n e  ( LI-I ) .  

Adult Cooper's Ho wk neor nest. J O  Moy / 997. 
Lockport, JL. Will Co. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

A merican Coot 

Nesting: LC:al (5 yg.) .  2 1  J u n c. ( W M ) ;  Chi ( Egger' s Woods F. P . )  
(6 y g . ) ,  8 June  ( W M ) :  n .c .  B u reau C o u n t y  (5yg. ) .  l lJ & 26 Aug .  

(BP ) :  H L  ( Eag le  Park )  ( 2  acl . ,  I i m tn . ) . 7 i\ug .  ( D K ). 
Others : Heyworth Lagoons ( M c Lean C o )  ( 1 -2 ) , 
l h rnugh 23 .J u n e  ( M F. T B u ) ;  Law1·ence C:o u n l y  wet­
land ( 1 -2 ) ,  1 5-24 .I u n e ( L H ) ;  W abash Coun ty  well  and 
( 1 0 ) .  1 6  J u ne ( L H ) :  E.  C:<1 pe G i 1·a 1·cleau ( A l exanclel" 
Co). 3 J u l y  ( K M ) .  

Sandh i l l  C ra n e  

Adu// King Ruil with wn111g. / () July / 9Y 7. Goose Luke Pmirie 
Stulc Noturul 1\r('(f. Grundy Co. Photo hy Joe B. Milosn'ic'h. 

Nesting:  Rockton ( W i  n nehago Co) (2 acl . . I i 1 11 m .  ). 22 
J u n e  ( BG ,  O W ) :  Pecalon ic  ( W i n nebago Co) ( nested ) .  
J u n e  ( DW ) ;  Mora ine  H i l l s  S . P. ( H e n ry Co l ( 7  ads  . .  2 
nesls ) .  28 A pr. ( B S ) ;  o ther McH emy C:o u n ly s i les  ( LJ = 
1 -2 ads ./s i le .  3 nes ls ) .  28 Apr. ( 13 S ) ;  C:O LSP ( 1 0  acls . .  
3 n e s l s ) .  2 8  A pr. ( B S ) :  L y o n s  Pt·a i 1· i e  & M ar.sh ( Lake 
Co)  ( 4  ads . . 1 ncs l ) .  2 7  A p t". ( BS ) :  othe 1· Lake C:ou 1 1 ly  
s i tes ( 8  = 1 -2 ads./s i le.  4 nes l s ) .  27-2LJ A p1". ( B S ) ;  
Bar1·i nglon ( Cook C o )  s i tes ( 2  = 1 -2 ads./s i le .  n o  
nes l s ) .  29-30 A p1·. ( T3S  ) ;  Ne lson L M ars h ( Kane C o )  ( 3  
<tels . .  nesl  1mibab le ) .  2lJ Apr .  ( B S )  ancl ( 2 ) , 1 8  .J u l y  
( DS J :  B raeburn M a1'.sh ( Kane Co)  ( Ill" + I yg. ) .  3-4 
J u n e  ( '' A l-l--photo ) ;  Prat l s  Way n c; Woods F . P  ( D u  
Page C o )  ( p 1" . ) ,  2 LJ  /\pt'. ( 13 S ) . Others: Denny Road 
M a 1·s h ( Kane Co) ( 2 ) , 3 J u l y  ( D S ) ;  GLPS P. 1 0  J une  

S o ra 
LC: al ( Dcacl s t i c k  Poml ), 2 1 1  J u l y  ( W M ) ;  Rl .  47 Ma1·sh ( Kane Co)  
( 3  ma les ) .  3 1  May ( EW ) .  

Common Moorhen 

Nesting: LC<t l (seveml I""' · bul scarce co 111 1J<trecl lo  y ca 1·s 1Jas l )  
J u ne/J u l y  ( .I L )  a n d  ( (J y p. . J .  20 .Ju l y  ( W I\!! ) .  Others: c .  Lee 
County (2 acl s . ) ,  24 J u ne  ( M W ) ;  C h i  ( Eggc1" s Woods F. P. ) ( 2  
acl . ) , 8 . Ju ne ( W M ) ;  A 1·co l a  ( l )oug l <t s  C o )  ( 6  <tel . ) .  26 .l t t l y  ( RC ) ;  
Law1-e 1 1ce  County  wcl l aml ( 1 -2 ) . 1 5  . Ju ne- I l l J u l y  ( U-1 ) ;  I-I L 
( Lagle f'<t 1•k )  ( ad. ) .  :lO J u l y  I D K ) .  

V o L  '7, l\J o .  "1 

( J f-1 ,  BG I ). 

Kil ldeer 
Nesting: LCal  (abundanl  nesle l' )  ( J L ) :  Kane Co, 3 1  M ay (4 
eggs)  ( EW ) .  M.C.:  hl l ,  Heyworth Lagoons ( f\1 c Le<t n Co) ,  20 
J u l y  ( M F  el  a l . ) ;  45 ,  Jaspcr/JC.: lfi n g ha 111 cou nt i es .  I () J u ne  ( RC: ) . 

Black-necked Sti lt  
E. Ca1x� G i rnrdcau (al  leas l  2) .  2 1  .J u l y  (RhM ct <t i . )  

Spotted Sandpiper 

Nesting: Wauk  ( J'u l l-grnwn yg. ) .  1 1  .l u l y  ( E:W ) ;  LCal (ahuncl an l  
1 1 e .s lcr) ( . I L ) .  Other.'>: Dcc1· ( )rnve  hts l  F< I '. ( Cook C o )  ( (i < tcl . J .  
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Common Snifie (right) with Ki I !deer. J (} .!ulv J 997. 
Goose Loke Proiric Stutc Notuml A rco. Grundv 
Co. The .rni11c is on w11 11wl s11111111.cr resident  her;. 
Photo h_v Joe B. Milo.1·c \lich. 

I .l u l y aml ( 8 = 5 ad. & 3 i 111 111 . ) , lJ J u l y (CF) :  LCN P ( l 6) .  
I . l u ne and (6 ) ,  27  J u l y  ( C M c ,  J M c ) :  H ey w o rl h  Lagoon s 
( M cLean C o )  ( 9 ) ,  7 .J u n e  ( M r� .  Tl3 u ) :  H o m er 
(Champaign Co) .  J u ne/J u l y  ( J S ) :  I-IL ( 1 -2 ) ,  J u nc/.l u l y  
( K M ) .  

Herring G ul l  
N esting: LCal  (al  least I h acl s .. exact  nu 111bc1· 0 J" ncs ls 
u mlc lerm i 1it, c J )  ( W M ) bu l  ( I st j u  vcn i Jes  1·e;1dy lo lea V L' ) . 
22 J u ne ( W M ) :  LRcn ( u ns ucccssl"u l  1 H:s l ) ,  ear l y  J u 1 1c 
( J M ) : b anston ( l st j u ven i i cs ) ,  1) J u l y  ( E W ) .  Othcr.s : 
LShcl ( 2--2ml y 1·. ) .  4 J u l y  ( R C ) .  

Caspian Tern 

N .B.S.0. :  T B S P  ( 1 2  & 5), 26  & 1 9  .J u l y .  1·es 1). ( A S ) :  
DV<1 11 s lo 11 ( 3 )  . .l u ne/J u l y .  b u l  ( 1 0 ) .  1 0  J u l y  ( EW ) :  LCal 
(al g u l l  co lony ) ( 1 -3 ) , .l u n e/J u l y  ( .I L. WM ) :  Chi ( W n1 
W . Powc1·s C .A . )  ( acl . ) , J u 11e ( W M ) :  Jo l iet ( 2  ad. ) .  ca 1· J y  
J u n e (J M ) : GLPS P ( .l ) , cJ J u l y (J l-1 . B CJ I ) :  LCN P ( 3 ) .  1 1  
J u ly  ( O S ) :  S RS P  ( 2 2 ) .  27  J u l y  ( C M c. J M c ) . 

Common Tern 
Nesting: Wauk  (27 b i 1·cls 
and J ( ) nes t s ) .  6 J u ne - ­
b u l c o l o ny a b a n d o n e d  
( n o  J'l ecl g l i n g s )  by l a te  
.J une (EW, DD).  N.B.S.O. : 
I-l arv a 1·cl ( McH enry C o )  
( 3 ) ,  2 1  J u ne (DW) .  

Fursler's Tern 

Upland S a ndpiper 
Nest i n g :  Cilen v ic w (Cook Co) ( pr. w/ 3 yg . ) ,  29  J u n e  
( EW ) :  Coles Cou 11ty a irport ( 6 - probably a J'a m i ly ) ,  
14  J u l y  ( 13 H ) :  PRSNA ( 2  nesls,  bolh  depredalccl) .  M ay/ 

June  and (2 brnods), J u ne/J u l y  ( J W .  EK). Others: c .  

Killdeer di.1/1/oring of  ncst  site. 3 J Mor 
/ <J<J7. North-ccntrul Kunc Co. Photo by 
Eric Wolters. 

M.C.:  25 ,  DcCI' L ( Lake 
C o ) ,  .rn M ay ( EW ) .  
N.B.S.O.:  Evanston ( 6 ) ,  
25 J u ne ( EW ) :  HL (2 ) .  2 2  
June  ( K M ) :  LCNP (6 ) ,  2 7  
.J u l y  ( C Mc, J M c ) :  E .  Cape 
G i rardeau (A lexander CoJ  
( ad . ) ,  25 .l u ne ( V K  el  a l . ) , 

Least Tern 

Lee Coun ty ,  111 i d-.l une/early J u l y  ( M W ) :  n . w .  Ogle Cou n ty ,  2 8 
J u ne ( DW):  W i n n ebago Coun ty .  24 J u l y  ( D W ) :  Nachusa G rass­
l ands ( Lee Co)  ( 2  ad. ) ,  2 4  M ay-2 1 J u n e  ( AH ) :  Ci lac ia l  Pa1·k 
( M c H enry C o )  ( 2 ca l l i ng ) ,  1 1  June  ( RB a ) :  e. McLean County ,  
30 J u l y  ( L D ) :  Dccalu1· ( 4 -- perh aps pr .  w/  2 yg . ) ,  I 5 Ju ly  ( M D ) .  

Comm o n  S n ipe 
GLPSP (ad. ) ,  JO  J u ne (JT-1,  B G I )  l hru 1 2  J u l y  (CMc,  J Mc ) .  

A m erican Woodcock 
Nesting:  Zander WollCls F .P. (Cook Co) ( ad .  & y g . ) ,  26  A p r. and 
(4) ,  J une  ( WM ) .  Others:  Lockport  ( Wi l l  Co)  (2) ,  3 0 .l u ne ( J M ) :  
Homer (Champaign C o ) ,  J u n e/J u l y ( J S ) .  Accmcl i ng l o  a U . S .  
F i s h  & W i l d l ife Serv ice nole, lhe woodcock popu la t ion  i n  l h e  
Cen tra l Reg ion  ( i nc l u d i n g  I l l ino i s )  h a s  decl i ned 39% s i nce I %8 
due 1)r i 111ari l y  lo the  degradat ion and loss  of hab i tat  on the 
breed ing ,  mi gral i o 11 and w i n teri ng grounds  ( H Y ) .  

Laughi n g  Gull  
N.B.S.O.:  Chi  ( 2 nd year) .  8 June ( JL ) .  

Bonaparte's G u l l  
N .B.S.O. :  Wauk,  6 J u l y  (CMc,  J M c ) .  

R i n g-bil led Gul l  
Nesting: Wau k ( 1 460 ncs ls ) ,  1 4  M ay ( EW) :  LCal  (c.st . ,  I 0,000-
1 2, (100 nest s ) ,  M ay/J une  (.I L )  -- on 1 I .J u l y  the news m ed i a  
p i cked u p  a 1·ealure concern i n g  a l arge 1 1u 1nbc1· o r  l" Jedged y g .  
dy i ng o r  s l <i rv;1 t inn  a 11d  bei n g  h i l  b y  ca1·s ( W M ) :  Wauk ( fi rs t  
fl cdg l i  ngs ) .  5 J u ne ( /' ide EW ) :  LC:al ( I  s l j u veni  J es ) ,  2 1  Junl' .( J L ) :  
Evan .c; lon  ( I  s t  j u v en i le a w a y  J'ro111 n e s L  s i le ) , 25 J u ne  ( EW ) .  
11/l.C. :  1WOO ( at 1 1es l i n g  s i t e ) ,  Wau k . ,  J 1J M a y  ( EW ) :  430 ( w/ 
aho u t  75 j u vcn i  J e s ) .  Evans ton .  I ( ) .I u ly ( EW J: I 60. I-I L, lJ J u n e  
( K M J  
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N e s t i n g :  M i s s i s s i p p i  
R i ve 1· ( C a i ro lo (] rn n d  

Tower) ( 4  i s l and colon ies :  I 6lJ nes l. s  = 2 ,  7 .  7 1  & 8lJ ) .  J u ne ( R R ) .  
Others : M cCl u re ( A lexande1· C o )  ( I  a d  . .  3 i m m.) .  29  .I u l y  (DK) :  
s.w. J ackson County ( at f ish farm s ) .  1 7  J u l y  ( K M )  and ( 8  al 
Gorham) ,  29  J u l y  ( D K) .  

B lack Tern 
M . C . :  8, Deer L (Lake Co) ,  30 M ay (EW) .  N.B.S.O . :  Pecatonica 
( W in nebago Co) .  27  J u l y  ( OW ) :  Fox R i ver Dam (Kenda l l  Co) 
( 2 ) ,  7 June ( O S ) :  HL, 22 J u ne (KM); E .  Cape Gi rnrdeau 
( A l exander Co)  (2 ad.) ,  I 5 J u ne ( R l1M ) .  

Mourning Dove 
Nesti ng:  PRSNA ( 1 8  nes t s ) ,  A pri l /Ju ly  (JW, E K ) :  Evans ton .  2 1  
M ar. a n d  ( b u i l d i ng) ,  4 A u g. (EW ) .  M . C. : :  80, R i c h l and/Wayne 
cou n l ies ,  4 J une (VK) :  59,  Hancock Counly ,  1 3  June (V K ) :  57 .  
Jaspei'/Effi ngham cou n t i es ,  I 0 June (RC) :  57 ,  C l ay County ,  1 4  
June  ( R C ) :  56,  S t .  Morgan ( M <1cli son Co) ,  9 June  (KM) :  5 5 .  
Johnson C o u n t y ,  1 2  J u n e  ( V K) :  5 0 ,  P u l ask i  Coun ty,  1 0  .lu ne 
( V K ) .  The dove popu la t ion i n clcx from 1 996 lo 1 997 B . B . S. dala 
s l1ows a modest  clec l i 1 1e (-8 . 8 ',6 ) ( L D ). 

Black-hi l l ecl Cuckoo 
Nesting: PRSNA (ads .  w/ 4 y g . ) ,  25 J u n e  ( .I W ,  EK ) . Others:  
LMSF ( 3  males) ,  2 1  .I une ( J M D J :  Ci 1·anl Sou lh F .P .  ( Lake Co)  ( 4  
ma les ) ,  9 .l une  (CF) : LCal ( 2 ) .  2 2  J u l y  ( J f , ) .  

Yellow-billed C uckoo 
M .C. : 6, S L .  Morgan ( Mad ison  C o ) ,  LJ Ju n e ( K M ) .  Others : Palos 
(2 p r. w /  food fo1· yg. ) ,  1 1! .l une  ( W S ). 

Barn Owl 
Nesting: Cy 1)rcss Creek N .W . R. ( breed i 11 g  p1·.J .  1 5  J u l y  ( K M ) :  
U n i o n  Cou n t y  ( p 1·. + :1 yg. ) .  2 1  /\ u g .  (R I , ) .  

Meadowlark 



Eastern Screech-Owl 

Nesting: Liberty v i l l e  (fledg l i ng ) , l) J u l y  ( S D ) :  Jo l ie t  (5 Jkdg­
l i ngs ) ,  rn i c\ J u n e  ( J M--11holos ) ,  

Great Horned Owl 

Nest i n g :  L i bc ny v i l l e  ( l" l e dg l i n g ) ,  30  M ay ( S D ) :  l-l o rn e 1· 
(Champaign Co) ( 2  succcss l'u l nesl i ngs) .  Apr i l  (JS ). 

B a rred O wl 

Nesti n g :  Rock Cul  S . P .  ( 3  lkdg l i ngs) .  2 June  ( BCJ ) :  S h i r land 
(Wi n nebagu Co)  ( nes l  w/ yg. ) .  1 6  .l u n e  ( SCJ ) :  McC l aughry 
Spr i ngs Woods (Cook Co)  ( l ' lcdgl i ng ) .  I .l u n e  ( C A ) .  

S hort-cared Owl 

s .c .  Mc Lean Counly ,  22 A ug .  ( M R ) .  

Common Nighthawk 

Evanston ( rnme common t h i s  sum mer lhan pasl lwo su 111 111ers ) ,  
J une/Ju ly  ( E W ) :  SRSF (7 lerrilor i cs ) ,  J une/J u ly  m B j ) , 
Ch uck-will ' s-widow 

SRSF ( 2  lerritor ics ) .  June (RBj ) .  

Whip-poor-wil l  

M . C . :  1 48 le1Ti lor i es .  S R S F, .l u ne/J uly (RBj ) :  6, M ack i naw 
Sta le  F .W.A. ,  2 1  June ( M F ). 

C himney S wift 
M . C . :  1 50, HL ,  1 8  Ju l y  ( K M ) .  Large n u mbers were k i l led by 
pass i ng veh ic les  ove1· L Spfl d ' s  da rn dur ing lhe  earl y por t i on o f' 
the breed i n g  season :  lhe b i rds were hi t  w h i l e  see k i n g  i n sects l o w  
lo lhe  ground and o v a  lhe  w atn duri 11g the  c o o l  anc\ clamp wee ks 
( V K ) .  

R u by-throated H u mmingbinl 
Palos (4 - al 3 l ocat ions ) ,  1 3  J une ( W S ) :  n. U n ion  County 
( nearly a l l  w h i le b i 1·d ) ,  l a te  J u l y  and eady August ( C l-Te f ide CH 
and R h M ) .  

Belted K i n gfisher 

Homer (Champaign Co)  (nest ) ,  1 L1 1 1e ( J S ) .  

Red-headed Wood pecker 

Nesti n g :  Homer  (Champa ign  Co) (3 succcss l'u l 1 1ests ) .  J u ne/ 
J u ly  ( J S ) :  PRSN A (6 nesls -- a l  I in ul i  I i ly po les ) ,  M ay/J u l y  ( JW.  
E K) .  M . C . :  6, U n i o n  Cm1 n ly .  3 J u l y  ( K M ) .  Others: S RS F, no  
j u ve n i les seen  as o /' 2 1  J u l y  ( R b j ) .  Whe1·e ;ire al l t he  i 111 111 a lu res '  

Red-bell ied Woodpecker 

M . C . :  20. Monroe/S L C l a i r  cm1 n l i es,  2 2  J u ne  ( K M ) ;  1 9 . Dea 
G rove Wcsl l ; . P. (Cook Co) .  7 .l u n e  ( C l� ) :  1 3 , . Jas per/E lli ngh< irn 
cou 11 l i es ,  I () June (RC) . .  

Downy Woodpecker 

N esting: L i berty v i l l e  (yg .  al nest ) ,  I l J une ( S D ) . M.C.:  7. S L .  
M organ ( M ad iso 11 C o ) .  9 J u n e  ( K M ) . 

Northern Flicker 
M . C . :  6,  Monroe/S L .  C l a i 1· coun l ies ,  2 2  June ( K M ) .  

Pileated Woodpecker 

Palos ( e x act  local ion " ) , 3 1  May -7 J u ly  (CT) .  

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

N estin g :  Palos F . P. ( Couk Co)  (on  nes t ) .  1 6  J\u g. (EW). M . C . :  
1 4 , Palos ( 3  l ocat i o n s ) , 1 3  J u ne ( W S J ;  1 2 , Dcc1· CJrovc West  F .  P .  
( Cook Co).  7 J u n c  (CF) ;  I () , Mon rne/S l. C l <1 i 1· cou n l i es,  2 2  J u 1 1e  
( KM ) :  lJ . Zander Wood s F. t>, (Cook Cu) ,  d ur ing  J un e  ( W M ) :  LJ, 
. J o l i e t .  1 3  J u 11c  ( J M ) :  9. Loc kporl ( Wi l l  Co) ,  1 5  J u ne  ( .J M ) ; 8 .  
Mack i naw S t a le F . W . A  . . LJ J u ne ( M F ) :  4 ( ma l es ) ,  L i berty v i l l e .  
5 J u nc-lJ J u l y  ( S D ). 

Acadian Flycatd1er 
[Yl .C. :  I 'i, S h i l' lanc l  ( W i 1 1 1 1ehaL'O C o ) .  1 7  .!u m· ( l 'lCi ) :  h . .l: tc ko;on 
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Cuunly ,  1 7  .l u l y  ( K M ). Others: Cornl Woods ( M c Henry Co)  
( b u i l d i ng ) .  25 .l u 1 1e  (RBa) :  Deer  Clrove Wcsl  F.P.  ( Cook Co)  
( ma le ) ,  7 . I  u n e  (CF.  J M D ) ;  Palos ( 2 -- di  ITe 1·e n l  local ions) ,  J u ne  
(WS) :  J o l i  el ( p 1-.) and l "ockporl ( Wi l l  Co) ( pr. ) ,  1 3  & 1 5/30 .J u ne .  
resp. ( J M ) ;  Mackinaw Stale F .W. A .  ( 2  malcs ) ,  9 J u ne ( M F) :  s .  
Cha1· icston ( 6  pr. ) .  J u ne ( 8 1-1 ) .  

A l d e r  Flycalcher 
(] ran l Presc 1·ve F.P. ( Li ke Co) ( 1 1 1a le. ) .  1 4  & 2 1  J u 11c  ( A S ) . 

Willow Flyrnkher 
M.C.: 7 (4 ma les ) ,  C h i  ( Powderhorn L F.P . ) .  8 J u ne ( W M ) :  5 
( males) .  DPC A ,  20 J u ne ( J M ) :  4 (ma les ) .  Nacl1 1 1 sa Grass lands 
( Lee Co) ,  3( ) M ay-24 Ju ly  ( ;\ H ) .  Others : Liberty v i l l e  ( ma le ) .  
5 J u ne-9 Ju ly  (SD) :  LCa l  ( presen l ,  b u l  i n  reduced nu mbers ) ,  
J une/J u ly ( J L ) :  Mendola  ( La S a l l e  C o )  ( p 1·. ) ,  8 J u ne ( C M c  . .J M c ) ;  
Sauget ( S L .  C l a i r  C o )  ( 3 ) ,  26  J u l y  ( K M ) .  

Least Flycatcher 
Granl Preserve F.P. ( Lake Co) (male ) ,  2 1  J u n e  ( AS ) .  

Eastern Phoebe 

SRSP (3 yg. in nest ) ,  1 7  M ay (CMc,  J M c ) .  

Great Crested Flycatcher 

M . C . :  1 2, Deer Grove West F.P. (Cook Co), 7 J u ne (CF) :  7 ,  
Lockport ( W i l l  Co) .  1 5  .l u n e  ( J M ) :  5 ,  S t .  M organ ( M adison Co) ,  
l) . l u ne ( K M ) .  

Western Ki ngbird 
Nesting: ESTL ( 2  breed i ng p1·s .. a l  l east  2 l'ledgl i ngs observed ) ,  
J u ne/J u l y  ( DK .  K M ,  Ill .ob . )  

Cun you .find the nest � Look in the /Jottom right third of' 

the /i/wto.fi1rj(1ur Killdeer eggs thut look sirni!ur to the 

stones. 3 1  Mu_\' / 997. Kone Co. Photo hy Eric Wultcrs. 
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Eastern Ki n g b i rd 

Nesti n g :  .I P ( nest ) ,  20 J u n e  (EW);  PRSN/\ (nest ) ,  J u ne and ( 8  
prs,) ,  M ay/Ju l y  ( J W ,  E K ) .  M.C.:  1 6 , Orl and Park, I .J une ( WS ) ;  
8 ,  DPCA,  2 0  J u n e  (JM ) ;  4, SL Morga11  ( Madison Co),  9 J u ne 
( K M ) .  

Horned Lark 

M.C.: 223, C hampai gn/P i a! l  count ies ,  'i J u ne ( RC ) ;  J7, SL 
M o1·gan ( M ad i son Co) .  LJ J u 11e ( K M ) .  

Purple Martin 

Nesli n g :  Evan .s lon ( I () nests) ,  J u ne (EW) .  M . C . :  30, S t u m p  L 
(.l e 1·sey Co) ,  26 J u l y  ( K M ) ;  1 4 , P;i los/OrL1 nd Park, I J une ( W S ) .  

Tree Swallow 

N estin g :  Homer ( C ham 1Ja ign Co)  (7  successJ'ul nests) .  M ay/ 
J u l y  ( J S ) .  M.C.:  20, s . w .  J ac kson County ,  J J u l y  ( K M ) ; 20,  
Ca1·l .L ,  7 J u l y  ( K M ) .  

Northern Rough-winged Swal low 

Nesting: W i l met te (2 b urrows) ,  1 3  J u ne ( E W ) ;  Rev i s  Pra i ri e  
( M ason Co) ( 2 2  b irds w/  I l l nes t i n g  bu 1Tows) ,  2 2  J u ne ( MF) .  
M.C.:  I 0,  Cha i n-of-Rocks (Madison Co) ,  1 8  J u l y  ( KM) .  

B a nk Swallow 

Nesting:  Evanston (52 burrows-l i t t l e  success) , early J u l y  
( EW ) ;  Wi nthrop Harbor ( l arge, successful colony) ,  J u ne/J u l y  
( E W ) ;  Lans ing  ( 4 'i  burrows ) ,  2LJ June (W M ) . M.C. : 200, H L, 
1 7  J u ne ( KM ) ;  1 50, C l1a in-0 1'-Rocks ( M ad i son Co).  J l l  J u ne 
( K M ) .  

Cliff Swal low 

Nesti n g :  Wadsworth Wet lands ( Lake Co) (3 nests- I sl con­
J' irmed Lake County nest ing in  the 90'  s). :m May ( EW ) ;  Cl urnee 
M i l l s  ( Lake Co -- colony of 2 0+ b i rds u nder ' overh ang'  al 
M ariol t  Hotel) ,  27  J u l y  ( S H ) ;  S aganashkec S l ough (Cook Co) (8 
nests) ,  successful by mid J u l y  ( W S ) ;  e .  Cl ru ncly Cou nty  (smal l 
colony u nder br idge) .  1 0  J u l y  (J M ) ;  L i l l ie l n d i a 11 Creek bridge 
(La Sa l l e  Co) ( 1 -2 nests) ,  5 J u l y  ( OS ) ;  L Evergreen ( McLean 
Co) ( 1 4  nesl.s ) ,  J u ne/J u ly (DBi fi de M F) .  A dra m at ic  i ncrease i n  
Lhc colony s i zes a t  Car l . L  ( i n  Cl in ton .  Bond ancl Fayetle coun­
t ies)  have been observed the past few years ( D K ) .  M.C.:  20, HL,  
1 8  J u l y  (KM) ; 1 5-20, rurnl La Sa l le  County, 2 A ug.  ( OS ) ;  l 'i ,  
Troy Cl rove ( L a  S a l l e  Co), 8 J u n e  ( C M c ,  JMc) . Others: 
DPRWDP ( 2 ) ,  5 July ( S H ) ;  Deer Grove East F .P .  (Cook Co) ( 2  
ad . ) ,  2 5  J u ne (CF)  

B a r n  S wallow 

M.C.:  4J , Champai gn/Pi al l  counti es, 5 June (RC); 38,  M o n roe/ 
S t .  C l ai r  counties, 22 June ( K M) .  

B l u e  .Tay 

M.C. :  2 3 ,  Deer Cl rove West F . P .  (Cook Co),  7 June  (CF);  2 J .  
J e fTcrson County, 2 7  June ( V K ) ;  1 7 , Pope Cou n ty ,  l I J u n e  
( V K ) ;  l 3 ,  Monroe/St. C l a i r  counties. 2 2  .l u n e  ( K M ) ;  1 3 , w .c .  
Adams Cou nty ,  2 .l u n e  ( V K ) .  

American Crow 

Nesting: n. Cook Cou nty (bu i l d i ng) ,  27 Feb. ( E W ) ;  S kokie/ 
E vans ton (7 nests) ,  20 M a i· .-2 May (EW).  M.C.:  74, e .  
Winnebago County, I LJ J une (V K) ;  'i4,  Champaign/Pi al l  cou  n ­
tics. 5 June  (RC) ;  4 3 ,  n .  w .  Liv ings Lon  Coun ly ,  1 7  J u n e  (VK) ;  39,  
s .e .  L i v in gston County ,  1 8  Ju 11e ( V K ) ;  3 5 ,  Cha i n-of-Rocks 
( M ad i son Co),  24 J ul y  ( K M ) ;  34,  P u l aski Cou nty ,  I () Ju ne ( V K ) ;  
3 4 .  Pope County ,  I I J u n e  ( V K ) .  T h e  crow popu l ati o n  i n dex 
r·ro111 I LJLJ6 Lo I 9LJ7 B .B . S .  d ata shows a s l igh t  dec l ine  (-3 .0%)  
(LO) .  

Fish Cro w  

S L u m 1i L ( J ersey Co),  1 2  .J u l y  (RC) ;  M i l a m  Landfi l l  ( S t .  C l a i r  
C o )  ( 7.. J .  1 7 .1 1 1 nc: ( K M ). 

36 

Carolina C hickadee 

M.C.:  l I ,  S t .  M otgan ( M ad i son Co) ,  9 J u ne  ( K M ) .  

Tufted Titmouse 

M.C.:  40, C l ay Cou n ty ,  1 4 .J u n e  (RC ) ;  1 1 , S t .  Morgan ( Mad ison 
Co) ,  lJ June ( K M ) :  6 ,  M ackinaw S t;1le F .W . A . ,  LJ June ( MF)_ 

Red-breasted N u th ateh 

S R S F  ( 1 11a l c. on ter1· i tmy ), 4 J u l y  ( D B ,  13 Dy) . 

White-breasted N u th a tc h  

M . C . :  6,  S L .  Morgan ( M ad i son Co) ,  9 J une  ( K M ) . 

Brown Creeper 

Nesting: Pecaton ica  ( W i n nebago Co) ( 1J1·_ + 3 lkdg l i ngs ) ,  7 
J u n e  (OW). 

Carolina Wren 

M.C. :  1 8 , Pope Coun ly . 1 I J u 1 1c ( V K ) ; 1 1 ,  Wl1 i Le Co u n ly , 5 J u n e  
( V K ) ;  1 1 , P u l ask i  County ,  1 0  .l u ne ( V K ) ;  8 ,  Mon rnc/S t .  
C l a i r  cou n t i es ,  2 2  J u ne ( KM ) .  

House Wren 

Nesti ng:  Home1· (Champa ign  Co) (45 broods produced ) ,  M ay/ 
A ugust  ancl s t i l l  i ncubat ing  1 6  Aug.  ( JS ) .  M.C.: 8 ,  S t .Morgan 
( Madison Co) ,  9 J u n e  ( K M ) .  

Sedge W ren 

IVI.C.:  JO, c.c .  M c Lean Cou n ty ,  24 Aug. ( M R ) :  24, GLPSP, 2LJ  
M ay ( J I-I ) .  Others: Nachusa Clrass lands ( Lee Co)  ( 6  ma les ) .  30  
M ay-24 J u l y  (AH) ;  Roscoe ( W i n nebago Co)  (3 ) ,  J u ne/J u l y  
( W M ) ;  COLS P (4 rnales) .  2 9  J u ne ( A S ) :  P l u m  Ci·eek F .P .  (Cook 
Co) (3 ma les) ,  7 June  ( A S ) ;  Cl lenv iew ( Cook Co) (2 males) ,  29 
June ( EW ) :  M orai ne H i l l s S . P .  ( McHenry Co)  ('i  males),  I A u g .  
(SD.  L K ) ;  Pax L o n  ( Ford C o )  (7  i n  o n e  fi e ld ) , 2 1  J une ( R C ) ;  s .c. 
Coles County ( maic) ,  6 J u ly  ( B H ) ;  Cc1 rl . L  ( Faye!le Co).  27 J u l y  
( K M ,  D K )  a n d  { 3 ) ,  7 J\ug. ( O K ) ;  Cyp1·ess Road ( M ad ison Co) ,  
1 9  J u n e  ( O K ) ;  

Marsh Wren 

M.C.:  8 ( males ) ,  C h i  ( Powclei-horn L F .P . ) .  8 J u n e  ( W M ) ;  'i, Ch i  
( Egge1· ' s  Woods F .P . ) ,  8 J u ne ( W M ). Others: Deer Clrove Eas t  
F .P .  ( Cook Co) (2  males) ,  20 J u l y  ( .J M D ) .  

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

L M S F  (2  malcs), 20 J u ne ( M W ) .  

B l u e-gray G natcatchcr 

Nesting: Saganashkee Slough ( Cook Co) ( nest ) ,  I J u ne ( C A ) .  
M.C.: 1 4 , Palos (4 l oca l ions ) ,  1 3-20 J u ne ( W S ) ;  8 ,  Mac k inaw 
S tale F.W. A . ,  9 J u ne (MF) ; 6 ,  Mon rne/S l .  Cl air counties, 22  
June  (KM) ;  5 ,  Deer Cl rove Wcsl  F.P . (Cook Co),  7 J une (CF) ; 5 
(terri tories) Lockport ( Wi l l  Co), l 5 & JO J une (.J M ) .  Others: 
MWF (4-5 prs.) ,  M ay/J u l y  (RM); L iberly v i l l e  (3 males).  I I 
J une-LJ Ju ly  ( S O ) ;  J o l i e t  ( 3  te1Ti lories ) ,  1 3  June ( .J M ) . 

Eastern Bluebi rd 

Nesting: Palso F .P .  (Cook Co)  (2nd nesti ng) ,  2 1  M ay ( E W ) ;  
Home1· (Champaign Co) ( I  l 'i f'l edgl i n gs) ,  May/Augus t  ( J S ) .  
Excel l e n l  season i n  Winnebago Cou nty ( OW). M . C . :  9,  Jack­
son County ,  1 7  J u l y  ( K M ) .  Fu l l  res u l ts of the I 9LJ7 breedi n g  
season w i l l  appear i n  a forthcoming  i ssue or  Ge111.1 of Blue 
p u b l i shed by t h e  I l l i noi s B l ueb i 1·cl Project . 

Veery 

GRCA ( m ale) ,  m id-June/J u l y  ( M W ) ;  Rock CuL S . P. ( W i n nebago 
Co) ( 3 ) ,  4 .J u n e  ( OW ) ;  M arengo R idge C .A .  ( McH enry Co) (pr . ) ,  
2 J u ly (RBa) ;  Dce1· Grnve West F . P. (Cook Co),  7 J u ne ( C F ) ;  
Zander Woods F.P. (Cook C o )  ( 4 = 2 m a l e s  a n d  an agi lalecl pr. ) ,  
28--2LJ  .lu ne ( W M ) ;  Jurgensen Woods F . P. ( Cook Co) ,  2 7  J u l y  
( W M ) ;  LMS F ( 5  males) ,  8 J ul y  ( DS ) ;  M ack i naw S ta le  J <.W. A . ,  
LJ J u ne ( M F ). 

Meadowlark 



\•Vood Thrush 

Nesting:  J o l i e t  ( 11c .s l ) ,  U J u 11e  ( .l lV\ ) .  M.C.:  1 0  ( 111 a l c s ) .  Dee1 
Cl rnve  Wcsl l · . I' . ( Cook Co ) .  7 . l u 11e ( C l <  .l lVI D ) :  7 ( .� 111 a l c s ) .  
7.c1 1 1dc l' Wooc l.s F. P .  ( Cook Co ) .  
d u r i 11g J u 11e  ( W IV\ J . :  7 .  Jo l i e t .  
1 .\ . l u 11e  ( .l lV\ ). Others:  Rock­
l'lml (2 1 1 1 a l es ) .  4 J u l y  ( IJW ) : 
L . M S F  ( 5  1 11a l c s ) .  2 1  J u n e  
( .l lV\ D J :  l , i berty v i l lc ( 2  111 a l cs ) .  
5 .I u 11 e-lJ .l u l y  ( S D ) :  s .  Cha1· lcs­
to 11 ( 2  pr. ) . .l u 11c ( n l-I ) :  IV\ 0 1 1 -
roe/S t . C l a i 1· rnu1 1 t ics  ( .) )  . .., .., 
.l u 11c ( !( IV\ ). 

A merican Roh i n  

M . C . :  1 4:1 . Cha111 11a ig 11/ P i a t l  
cou 1 1 l ics ,  5 . l u 11 e  ( RC ) :  7 L J .  S t .  
Morga11 ( IV\ad i so11 Co ) .  9 .J u 1 1 c; 
( K IVI ) .  

C ray Cat b i rd 
�LC. :  1 2 , SAD.  1 7  .J u 11 e  ( J H ,  
S R J :  5 .  O a k w u u d  B o t to 11 1 .s 
(.l ac kson Co) ,  1 7  J u ly  ( K M ) .  

2 J  . l u 11e  ( IV\  1c. D l3 i  ) :  New to l l  I .  ( .l ci spn C o )  ( 2 ) . J U ll e  m s  J :  1-1 1 . 
( J  ). 5 Ju 11c ( K M ) :  Sauget  ( S i .  C l a i r  Co)  ( 3  J. 5 . fu11c ( K M ) :  Cad . I  . .  
27  J u l y  ( K IV

I
) :  Pu l a sk i  Cou11 ty .  J J u ly  ( K IV\ J. 

Y e l low-th roated V i reo 
Lock 1m 1'l ( 2  111 a l e s ) .  I .� J u 1 1c  
( J IVI J : DPCA (2  1m k s ) . 20 . lu l l l: 
( .! IV\ ). 

Warbl ing V i reo 

Nes t i n g :  W i l me t t e  ( ne s l ) .  I .\ 
J u 11c ( F:W ) :  C h i  ( L i 11 co l 11 Park ) 
( 11es t ) .  I\ J u ne ( .I \ , ) .  �l.C. :  1 2 . 
H I  .. lJ J u 11c  ( i<. IVl ). O t h e r s :  
\ , i h e ny v i l \c ( 3  maks) .  5 J u m:-9 
J u l y  ( S D ) .  

Red-eyed Vireo 
�LC.: 2J ( 111a lcs ) . 7.a11da Woml s 
F .P .  (Cook Co) .  I J u ne ( W M J : 
1 8 , Deer Grove Wcsl 1�·.P . (Cook 
Co) . 1 5 .J u nc (CF) :  1 5 . J o l i e t .  I J  
J u n e  ( J M ) .  Others: L i berty v i l l e  
( J  ma les ) .  5 J u ne-CJ Ju l y  ( S D ) :  

Northern Mock i n g b i rd 
Nes ting: P R S N J\  (4 n cs l s ) ,  
Apr i l /J u l y  a11d (8  p1·s . ) ,  May/ 
Ju ly (JW, E K ) .  !VI.C. :  1 8. 
IV\011 rnc/S l .  C l a i r  coun ties. 22  

1J rn 1v11 Th mshcr nest. 3 1 M(IY 1 99 7. McHcnrv Co. Nest 
Loc kpmt (W i l \ Co) ( \ 0) . 1 5 .l un c  
( JM ) :  Mac k i n a w  S t a l e  F. W .A. 
( 5 ) ,  9 Ju 11e ( M l�') :  S t. M mgan 
( M ad i so n  Co)  ( J ) , l J  June ( K IVI ) :  

/i(ls three co w/Jin/ mu/ two 1h m.1hcr eggs. A n  udditiono/ 
th rusher egg wus fin1ml /lllllc·turcd und out o/ thc nest. 
Photo h1· Eric W(l//crs. CONWR ( 3 ) .  1 7  J u ly  ( K M ) .  

.J u 1 1e ( K IVI ) .  O thers: B a i l ey v i l l e  (Ogle Co) .  2 8  .J u 1 1e  ( DW ) :  
M icle w i 11 Na l i o11 : 1 I  Tal l C rass Prni r i e  ( 2  1 11 a \ e s ) .  1 5  M ay ( EW ) .  

B rown Th rasher 
Nesting: PRSNA (29 nes l s ) .  egg ela tes :  I 0 Apri  1-8 J u l y  ( JW,  
EK) :  Mcl-len r·y Co. J I  M ay . ( nes t )  ( EW ) .  M.C. :  24 .  M o n rne/ 
S l .  C l a i 1· coun t i es .  22 .l une  ( K IVI ) . 

Cedar Waxwing 
M.C.:  1 2 . H L, 9 June ( K IVI ) .  Others: O ' Fa l l o n  ( S t. C l a i r  Co) 
(pr. )  . .l u 11 c/J u l y  ( K IVI ). 

Loggerhead S h rike 

Nesting:  M icle w i n  Na l i o11 al  Tal l grns.s P rn i r· i e  (7 nests ) .  by 1 5  
May ( EW ) :  Jackon sv i l l e  ( nes l  w/ r ledgl i ngs ) .  M ay/J u 11c  ( M W ) :  
s . w  . .la s 11er Cou n ty ( 1 5 terr i to r· i e s ) .  Ap1·i l /.l u l y  ( .I W ,  E K ) :  B i b l e  
Grnve ( C l ay C o )  ( rl edg l i ng ) ,  1 4  J u n e  ( RC ) .  M.C.:  4.  Monroe/ 
S t .  C l a i r  cou n t ies. 22 J u ne ( K M ) :  4 (2  ad. , 2 i 1 11 111 . ) .  Cal'l . L ( B oncl 
Co ) .  7 Aug. ( D K ) .  Olhers: e. l lenry Coun ty .  4 .l u l y  ( C IV\ c ,  
.l lV\ c ) :  Everg1·ee11 L (e. Woodforcl Co ) ( pr.  w /  2 yg. ) ,  J une/J u l y  
( ride  M F) :  Havana ,  5 J u l y  ( R C ) :  B i rd Tow n s h i p  ( M acoupi n Co) .  
5 J u l y  (MP) .  N.B.S.O.:  Chi  ( IV\011trusc) .  4 J une (KH i  fi de  E W ) . 

European S tarl ing 
M.C.:  2 25 . Wauk.  1 1  Ju ly  (EWJ:  2 1 2 . Clay Cou nty .  1 4 .l u n e (RC) .  

W h i te-eyed Vi reo 

M . C . :  5,  Oakwood B ot toms ( J ackson Co) .  1 7  .l u l y  ( K M ) :  J .  
Car l . I ,  ( Fayel l'c Co) ,  2 7  J u l y  ( O K ). Others:  Roc kford. J u ne/ 
J u l y  ( B CJ J :  Car · l . L  ( 2 ) .  27 .l u l y  ( KM ) :  N cr chusa Grnss l ands  (Og le/ 
Lee Cos ) .  (J J u ly  ( DW ) :  J lomcr  (Ch a111pa ig 11 C o )  (2 le1· 1' i lm ies ) .  
J u ne/J u ly ( .I S ). 

B e l l ' s  V i reo 
Nesting: CJRC/\ (5+ p1 ·s .. 2 1 1es ls ) . 1 ' r le  May/J u ly  ( MW ) :  Maho111ct 
(Cham 1!ai gn Co) ( h u i l d i n g ) ,  I S  .l u 1 1c ( RC J :  l'R S N A  (4  nes l s ) .  
M ay/.l 1 1 11e  a n d  ( \ ( )  le rT i lor i cs ) .  M ay/.l u l y  (.I W .  L K ). Others: 
Rock Cul S .P .  ( W i 1 1 1 r cbai'u Co ) .  Ju 1 1c/.l l l l y  ( DW ) :  Nachu .sa 
C i 1·ass l amls ( Lee Co)  I 2 1 1 1a lcs ) .  14  May-7"1 J u l y  ( A l-I ) :  IWC/\ (7 
- - < i  mal e :; ) , 20 .I u 11c ( .I IV\):  l la 1 1 1 1e r  IV1 : 1 r,h ( Pcor i : 1  Cll ) ( 1 111 a l c s ) .  
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B l u e-wi nged "'arbler 

Nesti ng: Nachusa Cl rassl ands ( Lee Co)  ( nes t  success l"u I ) .  5 . J u ne  
(;\T-l ) . Others : M acD011a ld Woods ( Lake Co)  ( rna lc ) .  2- \ (J 
.l u ne  ( S H ) :  Palos ( .l o h n  .I .Du/Ty F .P . )  ( 5 ) .  I J u n e  (CT) :  Zander· 
Woods F.P . ( Cook Co)  (5 = 3 males  and a11 agi ta led p1 ' .  ). 2 1  June  
( W M ) :  LMSF (pr. + J ma les ) ,  1 5  .l u n e  ( C IV\ c ,  .l lV\ c ) :  Oregon 
( Og l e  Co ) (2 ma les ) .  1 5  June ( C IV\c . .I M c ). 

'Brewster's  W a rbler'  
LMSF ( ma l e  s i ng i ng  Golden-w i n ged song) .  8 J u 11e  ( A S ) .  

Northern Panila --
M.C.:  4. Pere M arq ue l te S .P . . S J u l y  ( EW ) :  4, Pu lask i  County ,  
15  Ju l y  ( K M ) .  Others : S h i rl a n d  ( W i n nehago Co)  ( m a l e ) .  29 

June ( B CI ) :  Palos (McClaug ll l'y S p1·i ng s  Wood s ) .  24 J u 11e (CT) :  
w .  Ci ni ndy Cou n ty (ma l e ) ,  l 4 .I une  (CMc,  .I M c ) :  Frank l i n  C1·eek 
S . P. (Lee Co) ( m a l e ) .  25 Ju ne ( M W ) :  S t .  Morgan ( M ad i son  C:o ) ,  
lJ J u n e  ( K M )  . .  

Yel low Warbler 

M . C . :  I 0,  D PC A ,  20 J u 11e ( J M ) :  5 (ma les ) ,  Li beny v i l  l e ,  5 . l u ne­
� J u l y  (SD) .  

Chestnut-s i de d  \;\I arbler 
S h i r l ;mcl ( W i n nebago Co) ( m a l e ) ,  through J u l y  ( 13 CI . D W J :  
Rock C u t  S . P. ( 2  males ) .  l hrnugh .l u l y  ( B (i ) :  L M S F  (2  111 a l c s ) .  
20 J u ne (MW)  and ( ma l e ) ?-: Ju ly  ( D S ) . 

Black-throated Green 'Va rbler  
LMSf ( 8  = 7 ma les ,  I l'cma l e ) .  ?\ J u l y  (DS  ) .  N.B.S.O. : Evans ton 
( s i 1 1 g i n g  male) ,  4 J u l y  ( EW ) .  

Y el \ow-throated Warbler 
L M S F  (2 ma les ) ,  2 0 .J u ne ( MW )  am\ 2 1  J u ne ( J IVI D ) :  W i n nebago 
Cou n ly (6 111alcs ) ,  J u ne.I. Ju l y  ( B C ] ) :  Palos (Swa l low Cl i ll F .P . ) 
( 1 1 1a l e ) .  1 5  J u 11e  (WS ) and 25 .l u 1 1c  (CT) :  s. Cha1 les ton ( I  111·. ) .  
J u n e  ( 13 1-1 ) :  H ern11 Po11d N . I'. ( Johnson  Co )  ( 2 ) ,  1 5  J u ly (KIVI ) .  

Pine W a rbler 
S R S I' (ma l e  on lc 1· 1· i tmy J ,  4 .J u l y  ( l ) l l ,  l l ! ) y ). 
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Prairie W arbler 

Roscoe ( W i n nebago Cu). l ate June ( ri d L' D W ) .  

Ceru lean Warbler 
S h i r land ( W i n nebago Co)  (2) . .J u 11e/J u l y  ( D W ) :  Ruck Cut S .P . 
( W i 11 nebago C o )  ( 3 ) ,  .lu nc/.J u l y  ( L)W ) :  Pox R idge S . P .  ( 1 -2 
n 1a les ) ,  4 J u l y  { 8 1-J ) ; Pu i <t sk i  County ,  1 5  J u ly  ( K M ) . 

B lack-and-white Warbler 

Cor•li Woods ( M cl-le1ny Co) .  25 June ( RB a ) .  

A merican Redstart 
M.C. :  8+ ( m aks ) ,  Cad.L ( l ;ayette Co). 27 J u l y  ( D K ) :  4, S i .  
M o1·gan ( M ad i son C o ) ,  lJ J u ne ( K M ) : 3 .  Otegun (Ogle  C o ) ,  1 5  
J u n e  ( C M c ,  J Mc ) :  3 ( rn a le.s ) ,  DPCA,  20 .J une (J M ). Others: 
C u ba M ar� h FP ( Lake Co)  ( ma le) ,  1 1  J u 11e (CF) :  w. Grundy 
Cou1 1 ty  ( pr. ) .  1 4  J u ne (CMc,  . I  M c ) :  

Prothonotary W a rbler 
Nesti ng:  Pecaton ica  ( W i 1rnebago Co) (2  prs . ) ,  J u ne/J u l y  (DW).  
M.C.:  6,  Stump L ( Je rsey Co) .  2h Ju ly  ( K M ) :  4 ,  Ch•1 i n-of­
Rocks  ( M ad i son  Co) .  30 J u n e  ( K M ) .  Others: S h i rl an d  
( W i n nebago C o )  (male) .  9 J u ne { B G ) ;  H ern11 Pond N . P .  ( Johnson 
Co). 1 5  J u l y  ( KM ) .  

\Vorm-eati ng Warbler 

s .  Chadeston ( 1 -2 pr. ) ,  J u n e  ( 8 1-1 ) .  

Ove n b i rd 
M . C . :  26, Deer G rove West F . P. ( Cook Co) .  1 5  J u ne ( C F ) :  7 
(ma les ) ,  Zander Womls F.P. (Cook Co) .  I J u n e  ( W M ) .  Others: 
Li bcl'ty v i l le (3 1m lcs ) .  5 J u ne-9 J u l y  ( S D ) :  J o l i e t  (3 = 2 males .  
I female ) .  1 3  June ( J M ) ;  Lockport ( W i l l  Cu)  ( 5  = 4 ma les ,  I 
1·em ale) ,  I 5 J une ( J M ) :  L M S F  ( 3 ) . 1 5  .l u ne ( C M c .  J M c )  and ( 5 ) .  
8 J u l y  ( DS ) :  M i tche l l ' s  Grove ( La S a l l e  Co)  ( 2 ) ,  22 J u ne ( C M c .  
J Mc ) :  s .  Cha l' ieslun ( I  pr . ) .  J u 1 1 e  { 8 1-1 ) .  

Louisiana Waterthrush 
Rock Cut S . P .  ( m a le ) .  th  rnugh 2 J u ne ( B G ) :  s .  Charleston ( 2  pr. ) .  
J u n e  ( B H ) .  

Kentucky Warbler 
S h i rl an d  ( W i n nebago Cu) ( male I ) . 9 J u ne and ( 1mt le  2 ) .  J u ne/ 
J u l y  ( B G ) :  Rock C u t  S.P.  ( W i n nebago Cu) .  4 J u ne ( DW ) :  
M arengo R iclge C . A .  ( Mcl-le 11 1·y C u )  ( 2 ) ,  CJ .J u l y  ( RBa) :  Jo l ie t  
( ma le ) .  1 3  J u ne ( J M ) : Jaspe 1·/Elli ngham count ies  ( 2  ma les ) ,  I ( ) 
J u ne  ( RC ) :  s. Cha1· leslon ( I  pr . ) .  J u ne ( B H ) .  

Mourning W a rbler 
S h i rb n d  ( W i n nebago Co)  ( ma le ) ,  th rnugh l) J u l y  ( DW.  B G ) :  
O l d  School  F . P .  ( Lake C o )  ( m a l e ) .  I l & 1 8  J u ne ( S D J :R yerson 
C . A .  ( Lake Co) ( ma le ) ,  I S  J u n e  ( S l-1 ) :  G 1·a11 l Sou th F.P. ( La ke 
Co) ,  l) .l une  (CF) .  

Common Yellowth roat 
Nestin g :  P R S N A  (7  nest s ) ,  M ay/J u ne ( .J W ,  E K ). M . C . :  32.  
Jackson County ,  1 7  J u l y  ( KM ) ; 1 9  . .la s 11e i'/Ef'J ' ingham cou nt i es.  
I 0 June ( RC ) :  1 6 , Monruc/S t .  Clair cou n t ies ,  22 J u ne ( K M ). 

Hooded Warbler 
S h i 1 · land ( W i n nebago Co)  ( m a l e ) ,  J u n e/J u l y  ( BG ) :  Rock C u i  
S . P. ( 2 ) ,  J u ne/J u ly ( 1 3 G ) :  Ryerson  C.A . ( Lake Cu)  ( m al e. ) .  2 6  
May- I 5 J u ne  ( S H ) ;  Deer C rn v e  W e s t  F .P. ( Couk Co)  ( 2  ma les ) .  
7 J u ne (CF,  .I M D ) :  Palos ( 2 ) .  1 4- 1 5  J u n e  (WS ) .  

Canada W a r b l e r  
Lockport ( ma l e . perhap.s J'c111 a l c  as w e l l ) .  1 5  .J une  (J M ). 

Y el low-brea tcd Chat 
M.C.:  3 .  O•tk W( )ml r lo t 10 111s ( .lack son Co) .  1 7  .I l l  l y  ( K M ) . 
Others: Rock C u t  S J'. ( W i n nebago Co) . � J u ne ( D W J :  Lee 
Cm1 11 1 y  ( 11 1 . ) . J u ne ( M W ) :  I . :VI SF.  I 'i .I 1 1 1 1c ( C !Vl c  . . ! M c ) :  Nachu .s. 1  
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CJ1·assl amls ( Lee Co)  ( ma l e ) .  1 4  M ay- I I .J u n e  ( per i ( )([ i ca l l y )  
( A H ) :  Lyon ' s  Woods ( L<tke C o )  (2  males ) ,  2 0  J u ne. ( S J -I ) :  Dl'CA 
( 2  ma les ) .  20 .l u 1 1e  ( J M ) : Rev i s  Pra i r i e  ( M ason (' ( ) )  ( l l la lc ) ,  22 
J u ne ( M F) . 

Su mmer Tanager 

N esting: R i p l ey ( Bond Co)  ( n es l  w/ yg). 25 .l u n e+ ( C Ma J . 
Others: Palos ( S w a t  low Cl i IT I  ··.P. ) ( max:  3 = 2 males .  I 1·ema le ) ,  
1 5  J u ne  ( WS ) :  M a t t i cson S .P. ( s u b•td .  rna lc ) .  I CJ & 22  J u ne 
( C M c ,  .I M c ) :  s .  Chadcs ton ( I  p1·. ) . .lu ne ( 13 1-1 ) :  Fai rnwun l  ( Ver­
m i l i on  Co) ( lll a l e ) ,  .J u n e  ( J S J :  M o 1m1e/S t .  C l •1 i 1· cou n t i es,  22 
June ( K M ). 

Scarlet Tanager 

Vl.C. :  7 ,  Deer G rnve West F . P . ( Cook Co). 7 J u ne ( C F ) :  h D 
males ) ,  Zaml er Woods F .P.  (Cook Co) .  I Ju ne (W M ) : h, Whi te  
Heath ( l' i : 1 t l  Co) .  2 2  J u ne ( RC ) .  Others: Li bel'tyv i  I l e  ( 2  ma les ) .  
5 J u n e-lJ Ju ly  ( S D ) :  Lockport (W i l l  Co) ( .)  ma les ) . I 5 J u n e  and  
( w/ f' ledged cow b i rd) ,  30 June  ( J M ) :  Jo l i e t  ( 3  males ) .  1 3  J u ne 
( J M ) :  Mack inaw State F . W. A. (3 ma les ) .  CJ  J u ne ( M F) .  

Northern Card inal  

Nesting:  PRSNA ( 5  nes ts ) ,  M ay/J u l y  (JW, EK) .  M.C.:  55,  
M crn roe/S t .  Cla ir  cou n t ies ,  2 2  .lu n e  ( K M ) :  5 5 .  Pu lask i  County ,  
10  J une  ( V KJ :  37 ,  Pope County ,  1 1  J u ne ( V K ) :  36. Joh nson 

Cou nty ,  1 2  J une ( V K ) :  30. R i c h l and/W ayne cou n t i e s ,  4 .lu ne 
( V K ) :  2lJ, C l ay Coun ty ,  1 4  .l u n e  ( RC ) .  

Rose-breasted G rosbeak 
Nesting:  Zander Woods F .P .  ( Cook Co) ( f'e ma lc  b u i l d i n g ) .  
June  ( W M ) .  Others: Carl . L  ( C l i n ton  Co)  ( 3 ) .  27 .l u l y  ( L) K l :  S t. 
M o1·gan ( M ad i son Co) .  lJ J une ( K M ) . 

B l u e  Grosbeak 
M.C.:  6 (5 ma les ) ,  C l ay Cuu 1 1 ty ,  1 4  .J u 1 1e  ( RC ) :  5. M n11roe/St . 
C l a i r  cou n ties ,  22 J u 11c ( K M ) .  O thers: Re11d L ( Jc llcrso11 Co)  
( ma le  feedi ng yg .  a l  11es l ) .  25 J u l y  ( D K ) :  HL. 1 8  .l u 11c ( K M ) . 

I n d i go B u n t i n g  
M . C . :  42. M o n rne/S t .  C l a i r cou 11 t ies. 22 J u ne ( K M ) : 35 .  P 1 t l ask i  
Coun ty .  1 0  J u 11e ( V K ) :  34 ,  Pope Cou n ty ,  1 1  J u 11e ( V K ) ;  30. 
John so11 Coun ty .  1 2  .l u n e  (V K J :  28. C l ay Cou 1 1 ty .  1 4  .l u 11e ( RC ) :  
2 2 .  W h i te County ,  5 J u ne ( V K ) .  

Dickcissel 
Nesting:  P R S N  A ( 1 7 8 11es ls ) .  egg ela tes :  1 8  M ay- I h A u g .  ( .I W .  
E K ) .  M.C.:  J OO+. nea1· C i sco & A l l e1·ton Park ( Pi a t t  C o ) ,  2 2  
.l u 11e  ( RC ) :  30 pr . ,  n .e , M c Lea11 Cou1 1 ty . .l u 11c/J u l y  ( M R ) :  4 3 ,  
M onroe/S L .  C l a i r  cou n t i es ,  22 .l u 11 e  ( KM ) :  24. s .e. L i v i 11gslo11 
Coun ty ,  1 8  J u 11e ( V K ) :  23 ,  w.c.  Aclam.s Cou11 ty.  2 J u 11e ( V K ) :  2 1 1 .  
G LPSP. h J u l y  ( DS ) :  20.  W h i te Cou 1 1 ty .  5 .l u 11e ( V K ) . Others: 
Nach usa G rnss lancls ( Lee Co) ( u p  to 5 1m1 les ) .  1 9  M ay-24 J u l y  
( A H  e t  a l ) :  DPCA ( 1 1 1 ) .  2 0  J u 11e  aml G LPSP ( 8 ) , I 0 J u l y  ( J M ) : 
M al t i eso11 S . P .  ( p 1· . w/ f'oocl l'or yg. ) .  27 J u l y  (CMc,  .I M c ) .  

Eastern Towhee 
M.C. :  1 1  (4 ma les ) ,  Zamlc 1· Womls F.P. ( Cook Co), d u 1· i 11g .l unc  
(WM) :  4. C:ON W R .  1 7  J u l y  ( KM ) :  4. Oakwood Bo t toms  ( J ack­
son Co) .  1 7  J u l y  ( K M ) .  Others: O l cl School  l'urcsl Preserve 
( Lake Co) (2 ma les ) ,  5 .l u 11e--lJ J u l y  ( S D ) .  

Chipping Sparrow 
M.C. :  26, P ia l t/M c Lca11 cou n t i es.  1 1  J u n e  ( RC ) :  23 ( 1 11 a lcs ) .  
B rn i dwoml ( W i l l  Co) .  l 'J M ay ( EW ) :  '! . Monroe/St .  C l a i r  
cou 11 t i es ,  2 2  J u 11c ( K M ) :  7 ,  S i .  M o 1·ga11 ( M adi so11 Co) ,  l) J u ne 
( KM J. Others: Pal<t l i n c  l • tel . J"eccl i n g  2 y g. ) .  2Y  .l u l y-(1 A u g .  
( C F J .  

Clay-.. colorcd Spa rrow 
Nestin g :  Rockton (3 ma les  011 lc1· i- i tmy ) .  J u ne/J u l y ( f)WJ . 
Others: P l u m  C:1·cck F . 1 ' .  ( Cook Co)  ( m a l e ) .  7 . l u 11c ( ;\ S J. 

Meadowl ark 



Field Sparrow 

Nesting :  PRSNA (40 11es t s ) ,  egg d ates :  2l! A111· i 1-28 June (.fW,  
EK) .  M.C.:  65.  SAD,  I I J u ne UH.  S R ) ;  2 1  ( ma les ) ,  Bra i d wood 
( W i l l  Co). I CJ M ay ( E W J ;  I CJ . J asper/Eff i ngham cou n t i es.  1 0  
J une ( RC ) ;  1 2 , M D 11roc/S t . C l a i 1· cou n t ies .  2 2  J u n e  ( K M ). 

Vesper Sparro w  

Nest i n g :  PRSNA ( 2  1 1cs ts ) .  M ay/ August  ( .JW,  E K ) .  M . C . :  45. 
Cha1npaign/Pia l l  count i es,  5 J u ne ( RC). 

La rk Spa rrow 

JVl . C . :  44, S A D .  I I J u ne ( J H .  S R J .  Oth e rs :  CJ R C /\  ( I O+ prs .. 8 
nests ) .  la te M ay/J u l y  ( M W ) ;  N achusa Cl 1«1 ss la 1 1d  ( Lee Co) (p i· . ) ,  
1 9  & 3 l J  M ay ( A H ) ;  11 . W i 1rnebago Cou nty  (4 l'lcdgl i ngs ) ,  1 7  
J u 11c  ( l3CI ) ;  lrnq uois  County C . A. ( 1J1·. ) ,  1 4  June  (CMc . .I M c )  <llld 
( w/ nes t i n g  materi a l s ) ,  28  J une ( A S ) ;  McCune Sand Pra i r ie  
( B u reau Co) (9 ) ,  4 J u l y  ( C M c .  J M c ) ;  s .e .  Co les  Cuu nty  ( nest i ng 
pr. ) .  6 .J u l y  ( B H ) . 

Savannah Sparrow 

M.C.: 28, Pal at i ne, 23  J une ( C F ) ;  8 ,  Glen v i ew (Cook Co), 29 
. I  une ( EW) ;  8 (ma l es) ,  near C i sco & A l  lerlon Park ( P i a t t  Co), 2 2  
J u ne ( RC ) .  Others: N ach usa G rasslands ( Lee C o )  ( u p  to 4 
111alcs ) ,  30 M ay- 1 8 .l une  ( A H ) ;  Libcrtyv i l  le ( 3  111a les ) .  I () J u ne-
9 J u l y  ( S D ) ;  G LPSP (male) .  20 .J une (J M ) ;  PRS N A  (2 prs . ) .  
M ay/Ju ne ( JW,  EK) .  

Grasshopper Sparrow 

Nesting:  PRSNA (30 nests) ,  egg dales :  1 8  M ay-26 J u l y  (JW, 
EK) .  M.C.:  204,  SAD,  1 1  J une ( J I-I , SR) ;  1 8 , C l <iy  County,  1 4  
.J une  ( R C ) ;  1 8  (ma les ) ,  near C isco & Al lerton Park (P ia l l  Co) ,  2 2  
J u 11e (RC) ;  1 7  ( 111 a les ) ,  N ac h usa Grass l an ds ( Lee C o ) ,  30 M ay-
24 .J u ly  ( A H ) ;  26. G LPSP,  20  J u n e  ( J M ) ;  4, M onroe/S t .  C la i 1· 
coun ties .  2 2  .J une ( KM ) .  Others :  Deer Ci rnve East F .P.  (Cook 
Co)  (ad .  w/ rood for yg. ) .  2 5  .J une  tCFJ ;  Oregon ( Ogle  Co) ( a d .  
w/ food r·or y g . ) ,  1 5  J u n e  ( C:Mc,  J M c ) ;  Mat th ieson S . P. (ad . w/ 
r·ood for yg.) ,  27 J u ly  (CMc,  J M c ). 

Hcnslow's Sparow 

M . C . :  50, Pope/Joh nson cou n t i es ,  1 3  June  ( J H ) ;  37, CJ LPSP, 30 
.l une  ( J I-I ) ;  20  (males ) ,  PRSN /\, M ay/J u ly  (JW, EK).  Others: 
Nac h usa Grass lands (Lee Co) ( 2-3 111a les ) ,  1 4  M ay- 1 3  J u l y  
( AH ,  111 .ob . ) ;  Cl l acial Park ( Mcl-le1l l"y C o )  ( 2-3 111a les) ,  1 1  J une/ 
/ 1 7  Aug.  ( R B a ) ;  Pl u 111 Creek F.P. (Cook Co) ( 111alc ) ,  7 J u n e  
( A S ) ;  D PC A ( 3  ma les) ,  27 J u ne ( J I-I ) ;  M itchel l ' s  Grove ( L a  Sal le  
Co)  ( male) ,  I June (CMc,  JMc) ;  B a n ner M arsh (Peori a  Co)  (9  
1rniie<> ) ,  2 3  .l une  ( MF.  D B i ) ;  n .e .  McLean Coun ty  (2 ) ,  2 2  Aug .  
( M R) ;  D ion  a (Coles/Cum herlan cl Cos )  ( ne.<> t i  11g-I s t  reco1·d r·or 
both counties ) ,  J u ne (ER fide B H ) .  

Song Sparrow 

Nesting:  PRSNA (9 nests) ,  Apri l/Ju l y  (JW, EK). M . C . :  47, 
Jasper/EITi ngham coun ti es,  I ( ) J u ne ( RC ) ;  39, St. Morgan ( M ad i ­
s o n  Co), ') J u n e  ( KM ) ;  3 4 ,  W l1 i te Cou n ty ,  5 J u ne ( V K) ;  3 1 ,  
Hancock County ,  1 3  June  ( V K ) .  

Swamp Sparrow 

Nesting:  CJ RCA(20 prs . ) ,  M ay/J u l y  ( M W ) .  M.C.:  9 (8 �1d . ,  I 
fledgl ing) .  C h i  ( Powderhorn L. F .P . ) ,  7 J u l y  ( W M ) ; 4 (ma les ) ,  
Zancle1· Woods F ,P.  (Cook Co) ,  J u ne/J u ly  (WM).  

White-throated Sparrow 

N . B.S.O.: Chi ( 111a le ) ,  22 J u l y  ( f ide  EW) . 

Bobol i n k  

Nesting: D i crn a  (Col cs/Cum herland Cos) (nest i n g ) ,  J u n e  ( E ll 
f"ide B J-I ) ,  IVl.C.:  I 00, M ic lewi 1 1  Na t i ona l  Tall grass Pra i r i e  ( W i l l  
Co) ,  4 .f u n c  ( J  H ) ;  20+, GRCA, 6 & 2 4  J u ne ( J  H ,  S R ) ;  1 2  ( ma les ) ,  
n 1 ra l  I .a S a l l e  Cou 1 1 ly ,  J u n e/.l u l y  (DS) ;  8 ( 7  males) ,  Glenv i ew 
(Cook Co) ,  29 .lu ne ( EW ) ;  8, N �1chusa C i ras.s l aml .s ( Lee Co ) ,  6 
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J u ly  ( D W ) .  Others: Nachusa G rass lands  ( Lee Co)  ( 3  ma les & 
I f"c111a le ) ,  5 . June- 1 5  J u ly  ( A H) ;  Ogle Cou nty (6 ) .  2 8  June  
( DW ) ;  L i hnty v i l l c  ( 2  111a les ) ,  1 0  J u ne-9 .J u l y  (SD) ;  Ch i ( L i n ­
col n Park ) ( 111 a l c ) ,  2 1  J u ne ( J L ) ;  GLPSP ( 5 ) ,  CJ . lu l y (.I H ,  l3G I ) ;  
Saybrook ( McLc.an Co) ( 3  p1· . ) ,  25  M ay ( M R )  . .  

Heel-winged B lack bird 

Nesting: PRS N A  (450+ nest. � ) ,  Apr i l/August (JW, E K ) .  M.C.:  
3 1 6, Clay Cou n ty ,  1 4 June ( R C ) .  

Eastern Meadowlark 

Nesting: PRS N A  ( 84 11es ts ) .  egg dales: 8 A p i·i l-4 .J u l y  ( .I W .  
EK). M.C. : 84. C l ay Coun ly . 1 4 .l u ne ( R C J ; 70, GLPSP, I O J u 1 1c  
( J f-1 , BGI ) ;  49. DPC A. 20 .l une ( J M ) ;  40,  Hancock Cou n ty ,  1 3  
J u ne ( V K ) ;  39,  Mon rnc/S t .  C l a i r  coun t ies ,  2 2  J u n e  ( K M ) ;  2 8 .  
Pa la t i ne, 23 & 25 .l u ne (CF) .  Others: Evanston ( l'athe1· u 11ex­
pected summer l oca t i o n ) ,  27 J u ne ( EW) .  

Western Meadowlark 

M . C . :  I 50+, S A D ,  1 I & 1 7  June ( J H ,  S R ) .  Others : Morai ne 
H i l l s S . P .  ( Mc Henry Co) , 28 M ay (Rfl a ) ;  P i att/McLean coun­
t ies (3) , I I .l une  ( RC) . 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

Nesti n g :  Fulton ( W h i tes ide  Co)  (4 males + l'cmale at nest) ,  CJ 
J un e  ( A M ) ;  McHerny Darn ( fledgl ings) ,  1 Aug.  ( S D .  L K ) ;  LCal 
(7- 1 I nest i n g  pai rs - down l"rom the  35 pai 1·s o r  recent  yea1·s )  
( J L )  - yg. heard cal l i ng ,  2 2  J u ne ( W M ) ;  Ch i  ( Egger ' s  Woods 
F .P . )  (3 fam i l y  groups = I ,  2 ,  & I yg . ) ,  6 J u l y  ( W M ). Others: 
DPRWDP (5 111 a les ) ,  27 J u ne ( S I-I) . 

B rewer's Blackbird 

IBSP (1x.), 1 Ju ne (AS)  thru mid Ju ne, then d isappca1-ccl ( l" ide AS) .  

Common G rackle 

M . C . :  1 77 ,  Champai gn/Pia t t  cou n t ies,  5 June  (RC) .  

Brown-headed Cowbird 

50, H L. 8 J ul y  ( K M ) .  

Orchard O riole 

Nesting: N achusa G rasslands (Lee Co) ( pr . ) ,  I '.! M ay-24 J u l y  
a n d  ( feed i n g  y g . ) ,  26  J u ne (A H ) ;  LChau ( n est w/ y g . ) ,  5 J u l y  
( R C ) ;  Fainnou 11 t ( Vem1 i l i o 11 Co)  ( 2  nests) ,  J u ne/Ju l y  ( J S ) ;  
Horner L (Champaign C o )  ( nes t  w /  4 yg. ) ,  (i J u l y  ( RC ) .  M . C . :  
1 4 , near  C isco & Al le 1·tcrn Park ( P i at t  Co) ,  2 2  J u ne ( RC ) ;  7 ,  
DPC:A, 2( ) J u n e  (JM ) :  4, Roscoe ( W i nnebago C o ) ,  Ju ne/J u l y  
( OW ) ;  3 ( a d . ) .  Lockport (Wi l l  C o ) ,  30 J u ne ( J M ) ;  3 .  M o n roe/S t .  
C l ai r mun t i e s ,  2 2  June  ( K M ) .  Others: Half  D a y  Preserve ( Lake 
Co) ( 111a le) ,  6 J u l y  ( S H ) ;  MWF (2 p 1·s . ) ,  M ay/June ( R M ) ;  
GLPSP, JO J u n e  (J M ) ;  L M S F  ( s u bad.  111a lc. ) ,  2 1  J une  ( J M D ) ;  
C B G  ( p r . ) ,  2 3  Ju l y  (CF) .  

B a ltimore Oriole 

Nesting:  W i l me t te ( G i l son Park) (3 n ests) ,  1 3- 1 5  J u n e  ( E W ) ;  
C h i  ( M o n t rnse)  (bu i ld ing) ,  4 J u ne ( JPo, EW ).  M.C. : :  8, Deer 
Grove East F.P. (Cook Co), 2 5  J u ne ( C F ) ;  5, M o moe/S t .  C la i r  
count ies,  22  J u 11 e  ( KM ) .  

House Fi nch 

Nesti n g :  W i l mette (bu i ld i ng ) ,  2 1  M ay ( EW ) .  Others: H ome1· 
(Champaign Co)  (60 al fcecle1·s) . .J une/Ju l y  ( JS) .  

Reel C russbill 

N.B.S.O.: SRSF ( pr. al r·eeder) ,  thru  2 J une  ( R Bj ) .  

A me rican Goldfinch 

Nesting1 PRSNA (5 11est s ) ,  Augus t  ( J W ,  EK) .  M . C . :  I 0, S t .  
M mgan ( M ad i son Co) ,  9 J u n e  ( K M ) .  

House Sparrow 

M.C.: .' WO, J as 1Jcr/E" ITi 1 1gha 111 cou 11 t ics,  I I.I J u n e  ( H C J. 
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E u rasian Tree Spa rrow 

M.C.:  8, R LCA . 28 J u l y  ( R C ) .  

Exotics: 

Eurasian Col lared-Dove (or) R i nged Tu rlle-Dov e  - C h i ,  3 
.J u l y  ( E W ) ;  U rbana . .lu 11c:/.J u l y  ( RC cl a l , ) , 

Monk Parakeet - Dce1· Grove East F.P. ( Cook C o ) .  25 J u ne 
( C F ) .  

CORRIGENDA 

1996 Breed i n g  season notes in M eaclowla 1·k .  Vol  h No. I :  
CD0 11er " s  H awk l i s t i n g  011 page 3 1  shou ld  have bern Red-­
shou ldered Hawk. Observers : Cynth i a  and John  M c Kee. N ote 
that  Red-s lwulclerecl Hawk is a slale-encb11gered spec ies ,  anc l  
Coopel ' " s  Hawk has  hee1 1  del i s led .  

Osprey -- record shou ld  be: B ergman ( raLhc.r Lhan B u rgm a11 11 ) 
S lough .  nes t  b u i l d i ng bega n as early as 20 J u n e  ( rnlhcr lh <rn 
m i d-J u ly ) , and pri mary cred i t  shou ld  be CT ( rather Lhan JPh ) .  

Pri mary cred i t  for t h e  fo l l o w i n g  records s h u u l d  be J W ,  EK (Jeff 

W a l k  and Eric K i 1·sh11cl' ) ( ra lhc i - 1 11<111 S S ) : i\ 111c 1 · ica11 B i t tern 
1 1esl, I J u l y ;  Leasl B i t tern al Ki n 111 u 11dy .  2 9  J u l y ;  L i l l ie  B l ue 
l- krn11 al Bogota, 27 May & I I . l u ne ;  Nmlhcm l-la 1Tic 1· 1 1esls a l  
PCS. May/J u ne ;  Greate1· Prairie-C h i cken hrnods,  J u ne/J u l y :  
K i n g  Ra i l broods,  J u ne/J u l y ;  U p l and  S a11c lp i pc 1· a l  l'CS ,  May/ 
.lu ne ;  lk l l ' s  V i 1·co al PCS, 4 M <iy-28 J u 11e; B l ue G rosbeak al  
PCS . M ay/J u ne ;  D i c kc i sscl 1 1es ls  a l  PCS, M ay/J u l y ;  F ie ld  SpM­
row nes ts  al PCS. M ay/J u l y  a11d M .C .  of 85 ( pr)  at PCS, M ay/ 
J u l y ;  Sava 11 11 ah S parrow al  PCS . M ay/J u l y ;  

G1·asshoppcr S parrnw llCS[S a l  res and M . C .  or  9 1 1  ( p 1·_ ) ell PCS, 
M ay/J u l y ;  1-len s l ow' s S 1xuTow al l'CS (4 1 p 1·. ) .  M ay/J u l y ;  East­
ern Meadowl ark nests  a t  PCS M ay/J u l y  and M.C. 1 75 ( p i-. ) a l  
PCS. M ay/J u l y .  

Also,  Loggcrhcacl S l 1 1·i ke a l  B ogota ( 1 2  lcJT i lor i c s )  M ay/J u l y  
shou ld  h e  J W  (ra 1he 1· lha 11 S S ,  E K ). 

- Vernon M. l\lcc11 
Noturol Hcrilugc Di1,isio11 

D,piirl111ent of" Nut11rul Re.mu recs 

52� S. 2nd St. 
Seri11gfidd, IL (J2 701-1 787 
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• Parker Hall • David B .  Johnson • R .  Davi d  Johnson • Steven M l od inow • 

• Wilbur & B ai ba Rosenkranz • M arsha Steffe n  • Douglas Stotz & Franc ie  M u raski-Stotz • 

• M uriel Smi th • Paul F. Sullivan & M arsha Di ttmer • Lyn ne N. Tamu ra • Dav i d  W i l l ard • 

Contributors ( $50 - $99 ) 

W i l l i am H .  A l wuod • Rt'.nee B aade • A n n  B othe • Dav i d  B re n n e r  

M arci B uettgcn & Don K l i mo v i c h  • F lorence B u rek • M ar i lyn  F.  Campbe l l • El iDtbe th  L.  Ch alo 

Paul R. Clyne • Evanston N orth Shore B i rd Cl u b • M rs .  Er ica Fri cclcrici • .I .Pat rick CJ 1·aharn 

Ph i l i p  1-!aebl cr/Th e  U pslarl C ruw • GL�urgc & M ary Ha laby • Ma 1·y A n n  Han·i so n  • Roger E, Hotharn 

Cra i g Jobson • R. Laege l e r  • M arjorie Lundy & Fam i l y • M <irtha M ark.-, • /\ l e x  & M ar i l yn M el oy 

Kris t in  & Roger M i l l e r • Kay M organ • N orth Central I l l i n o is  O rn i tho logical  Soci ety 

Sebastian T. Pau i • Ka 1·en Rodemaker • 1-larr it'. l  W. R y l aarsdam • Roger and Dan a R1epka 

Jnc S uchecki • M . A. & M.S . Tray l or • Robert W he l a n  Fam i l y • . lack & 8euy Wier  

W i l d l i J'e  Rescue and R e habi l i tat ion • Danie l  & Barbara W i l l i ams 

S i nc la ir  W i n to n • The Worl d Cafe/Vernon and L inda La V i a  

ABOUT OUR A D S  AND AD RATES . . . . . . T h e  I l l i n o i s  Orn itho log ica l  Society accepts pe rti n e n t  a d s  for p u bl i s h i ng i n  
Meadowlark . T h e  rates a n d  ru les  a re a s  fo l l ows :  

Required materials: C a m e ra-ready copy a n d  check 
paya ble to  IOS shou ld  be sent  to : Sheryl De Vore ,  
967 Braeburn R o a d ,  Mundel e i n ,  I I  60060. 
Due dates: No.  I Sum mer F-ebruary I ,  No.  2 Fa l l  May 
l ;  N o ,  3 Wi ntm: A u g u sl 1 ,  No !\ S p r i ng November  

40 

Rates PER ISSUE: $ 1 5  o n e-e i g h th page or equ iva lent  of  
o n e  bus i ness s i ze c a rd ;  $30 o n e  q u a r ter  page o r  equ iva­
lent of two b u s i n ess s ize c a rds ;  $ 60 h a l f  page .  

We reserve the r igh t  to  accept o r  deny a n y  a d ,  a n d  to  l i m i t  
the space set a s i d e  fo r a d s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  p laced at  the 
back of the j o u rn a l .  

Meadowlark 



SUBi\HSSION I NFORlVI A  TION 

7 We welcome manuscripts,  photograph s , and i l l us­
Lrat ions For possi b le publ icat ion in  Meudmvlurk. 

T ArLi c lc  Lopics i n c l ude u n usual b ird s ight i ngs and 

nes t i n g  accounts,  Lechn ical papers on b ird researc h ,  and 
other arl ic les such as bird fi nd i ng g u i des and J'i eld ident i ­
ficat ion  t ips.  J oy of hird i n g  arLi c les  wi i l  be cons idered . 

'T Mc111u scripts shou l d be typewri tten or computer­
gc nerated . dou b l e  spaced and on only one s ide of num­
bered pages . Pl ease send Lwo cop ies or your manu script 
and make s ur e  you keep another for yourse lf. 

'T lf' you arc able, subrnil a comp uter d isc i n  ascii fi l e  

or for Word Perfect 5 . 1 .  

'T We prefer cl ear black and w h ite or color pri n t  
photographs. Color slides m a y  also be acceptab le . 

SEND SEASONAL REPORTS TO : 

Fall Migration - Due 7 December 
(1 August - 30 November) 

• Robert Chapel 
]()6 1 /2 West Cal i forn ia ,  U rbana, IL 6 1 80 1  

Winter Season - Due 7 M arch 
(1 Decem ber - 28 February) 

• Robert Dan l ey 
220 I Clay Street, Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Spring Migration - Due 7 J une 
(1 March - 31 May) 

• Paul R.  Cl yne 
55]8 S .  B l ackstone A ve. ,  Ch icago, TL 606]7 

Breeding Season - D ue 7 Augusl 
( 1  June - 31 July) 

• Vernon Kleen 
I l l i n ois Departmenl  of Natural Resources 

Natural Heri tage Divis ion 
524 S.  Second S L. ,  S pringfi e l d ,  lL 6270 I 

,Sprin ghousc  begins where the 
travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois: 
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters­

always plenty of letters. 
One-year subscription (6 issues) $ 1 5 .00 

ppringhousc 
P.O.  Box 6 1  "' Herod, I L  62947 

Tel . No. (6 1 8) 252.-334 1 

--.,. Incl ude name. address, and day and n ight  t i me 
phone n umbers . Other pcrli ncn t i n format ion aboul  your  
qual i ficat ions and background i s  a lso hcl p ru J .  

T W e  reserve l h e  righ l l o  review and edit articles 
according to s tyle, grammar, accuracy, and read ab il ity. 

Ln Send arl ic les ,  photographs,  and i nq u i ri es Lo: 

Sheryl De Vore, Ch i ef Editor 

967 Braeburn. Mundelei n ,  IL 60060. 
;;!:n Pen and ink drawi n gs arc also acceplcd 

Con tact : 

Den i s  Kania, 1 536 Preston Road 
Naperville, TL 60563 . 

SUBS C R I PTION I NFORMATION 

Members of the I l l inois Ornilhological Society rc­
cei v e  Meodovvlurk. the qu arlcrly journal , p l u s  Win.gs Ovn 

The Prnirie, the lOS ncwsletlcr. Mem bers arc also i n v i ted 
to spec ial  fi eld trips, lh e  annual meet i ng. and other ros 
functions .  

To jo in  or send a gift su bscription , send your name or 
that  of the gifl rec i pi e n t , address, and telephone n u m ber 
along with fee to: 

IOS: P .O.  Box 1 97 1  
Ev:inston , IL 60204- 1 97 1 .  

Fees:  Indiv idual $20; Fami l y  $30; 
Pu l l -time student $ I O; Contri bu tor $50 - $99; 

Supporter $ I 00 - $499; Sponsor $500. 

B ac k  i ssues of Vol u me 2 ,  3 ,  4, and 5 are still  

avail abl e  for $5 each . Some back i ssues of  
Volu me I are  also ava i lable a l  $6 each. 

B I N O C U L A R S  R E PA I R E D  
C U STO M S A LE S  

The right binocular at the right price 
Herb Koehler - Owner 

B inoc u l ar Technician 44 years 

Estimates: No Cost or O bligation 

T E LE-O PT I C S 
551 4 Lawrence Avenue 

Chi c:igo, l L  h0h30 
(31 2) 283-7'757 



Eostern Screech-Owl hrood. Mid June 1 997. Joliet, l/linoi.1·. Will Co. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 


